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Egypt arrests 4 over kidney trafficking 

SISS J ^ ~ PoIice have dismantled a data bank 
****** and arrested four peo- 
Elped J w ea 1 rhy Arabs and other foreimere 
a S ovemment nw- 
!?? Su , nd fy- ^ data bank-laboratory in down- 
town Cairo had on file the names of 1.500 people 
wuling to sell their kidneys, contacts with potential 
foreign buyers and fake documents to show they were 
gyp dans. Al Akhbar said. Egyptian law prohibits the 
JJ^P^trt J? °J® ans ftam Egyptian patients to foreign 
nationals. On Saturday the opposition daily Al Wafd 
thai . a j-’hyan man had spent more than 
200, 000 at the data bank-laboratory to obtain fake 
documents, pay a kidney donor as well as a surgeon to 
obtain the vital organ. 



Netanyahu, Arafat speak by phone 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat spoke 
directly for the first time in more than three months over 
the weekend to arrange a meeting of the two sides’ nego- 
tiators scheduled for Sunday, a Palestinian official said. 
The official, who asked not to be identified, said Mr. 
Netanyahu telephoned Mr. Arafat late Friday as the 
Palestinian leader was meeting with a senior Israeli 
negotiator, Yitzhak Molkho, to discuss ideas lor resum- 
ing peace talks. No details of their conversation were 
given. Israeli Army Radio also reported the telephone 
conversation, but said it took place Saturday. Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Netanyahu are not believed to have spoken 
directly since they last met in early February, before the 
Palestinians broke off peace talks. 
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South Lebanon 
truce panel meets 
to examine complaint 
against Israel 

NAQOURA (AFP) — A 
meeting of the five-nation 
committee monitoring a 
ceasefire accord in southern 
Lebanon opened Sunday to 
examine a Lebanese com- 
plaint against Israel. Repre- 
sentatives of France, Israel, 
Lebanon, Syria and the 
United States met at the 
U.N. headquarters in the 
town of Naqoura on the 
Israel -Lebanon border for 
the 11th tinic rhic year. 
Lebanon filed a protest with 
the committee following the 
death of a Lebanese civilian 
in a bomb blast Wednesday 
near the self-declared Israeli 
“security zone” in southern 
Lebanon. Hizbollah 

accused Israeli troops of 
detonating a remote-con- 
trolled tomb in what the 
Lebanese authorities termed 
a violation of an April 1996 
accord which calls on all 
sides to avoid civilian casu- 
alties. The April 26 truce 
put an end to Israel's 
“Grapes of Wrath” offen- 
sive against anti-Israeli 
guerrillas in southern 
Lebanon which left 175 
people dead, mostly civil- 
ians. The truce panel was 
set up to monitor compli- 
ance with the agreement. 

Syria accuses 
Israel of killing U.N. 
soldiers in Golan 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
accused the Israeli secret 
service Mossad Saturday of 
killing two Austrian U.N. 
soldiers on the Golan 
Heights last month. Offi- 
cials quoted Defence Minis- 
ter Lieutenant-General 
Mustafa Tlas as telling an 
Austrian military delegation 
that preliminary investiga- 
tions showed Mossad was 
behind the killing of War- 
rant Officer Volfgang 
Grasser and Master Corpo- 
ral Gerhard Karitschnig. 
The two Austrians served 
with their country’s contin- 
gent of 400-military 
observers in UNDOF, the 
United Nations force which 
has been stationed in the 
Golan Heights since Israel 
and Syria pulled troops 
back from the front line 
after the 1973 Middle East 
war. They were on foot 
patrol about eight kilome- 
tres inside Syrian-con- 
trolled territory when they 
were killed around midday 
on May 30. Israel denied it 
was involved and an Israeli 
security source told Reuters 
in Jerusalem that smu gg lers 
were active in the area. 

Israel grants pay 
bonus to officers 
serving in Lebanon 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel 
has granted a pay hike to all 
regular army officers serv- 
ing in the Israeli-occupied 
buffer zone in south 
Lebanon in a show of 
appreciation for the sol- 
diers’ high-risk service, 
officials said Sunday. An 
army spokesman said the 
1,000 shekel ($300) month- 
ly pay increase was being 
paid as of June in the form 
of a hardship bonus to all 
career officers serving in 
south Lebanon. A mid-level 
officer in the army takes 
home around 4.000 shekels 
($1,200) per month. The 
pay hik e was announced 
shortly after Israel marked 
the 15th anniversary of its 
June 6. 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon. Israel withdrew 
its troops from most of 
Lebanon three years later 
after losing more than 600 
soldiers. Since the with- 
drawal, the Israeli army and 
an allied Lebanese militia 
have continued to occupy a 
buffer zone in south 
Lebanon. 



Crowds cheer His Majesty King Hussein as his procession enters the northern city of Irbid Sunday. A 
citizen hands the King an Arabian sword, which he raised for all to see (Photo by Youssef ‘Allan) 


Irbid masses take to streets 


welcoming King and Queen 

Monarch warns against ‘ who tend to exploit 
democracy to ruin it, use freedom to spoil if 


IRBID (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
warned Sunday that the 
“circumstances surround- 
ing Jordan today require 
from each and everyone of 
us to be fully alert and vig- 
ilant so that the country can 
remain a strong fortress 
steadfast in the face of chal- 
lenges and dangers." 

Addressing a public rally 
held at the Jordan Universi- 
ty of Science and Technolo- 
gy in Irbid, King Hussein 
warned against those who 
he said “tend to exploit 
democracy only to ruin it 
and use freedom only to 
spoil it." 

“I don't know why some 
people insist on believing 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey's military incursion 
in northern Iraq against 
Kurdish separatist guerril- 
las has ended. Prime Minis- 
ter Necmeitin Erbakan said 
Sunday, according to the 
Anatolia news agency. 

The agency said Mr. 
Erbakan made the 
announcement during a 
meeting of his Welfare 
Party. 

No confirmation was 
imm ediately available from 
militar y sources in Ankara, 
and journalists near the 


CAIRO (AFP) — Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators 
held a crucial meeting here 
Sunday to try to convene a 
summit between their lead- 
ers and resume peace nego- 
tiations that have been 
frozen for nearly three 
months. 

“The meeting will try to 
build the foundations for 
the resumption of negotia- 
tions and there is hope.it 
will achieve this goal,” 
Israel's ambassador * to 
Egypt, Zvi Mazel, said 


that this country constitutes 
a weak link and think that 
Jordan would accept to do 
things that are not in the 
interest of the Arabs and 
therefore it has to pay the 
price one way or another," 
the King asked. “J hope 
their designs will never 
come true," he said at the 
meeting attended by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh and 
other high ranking officials. 

Expressing dissatisfac- 
tion with the performance 
of the press, the King sin- 
gled out columnists for 
dwelling on the same topics 
over and over again. 


Iraqi border area said no 
unusual troop movement 
suggesting a withdrawal 
had been seen. 

The incursion, which 
began May 14, involved 
more than 25,000 Turkish 
troops backed by tanks and 
air power hunting and 
“eradicating" militant Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) 
members over the border. 

According to Turkish fig- 
ures, more than 2^00 PKK 
rebels and 95 Turkish 
troops had been killed in 
fi g h ting in the one-month 


before the talks got under- 
way. 

A member of the Palestin- 
ian delegation said the 
negotiators aimed to pre- 
pare a summit between 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat and Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

Sunday’s meeting is the 
first between the two sides' 
negotiators since March, 
when the Palestinians broke 
off peace talks in protest at 


“One reads columnists’ 
articles cursing America 
one day. President Clinton 
on another, Turkey the next 
day, (Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter) Netanyahu on a third 
day and so on. in addition 
to cursing the state, the 
government, the perfor- 
mance of the government... 
all without any objective 
reasoning and without 
defining the problems or 
exerting positive efforts to 
address these problems; in 
addition to articles that 
harm Jordan’s relations 
with the other Arab coun- 
tries.” 

The King said that “some 
elements” act against the 
interests of the country. 


operation. The PICK says its 
losses are less than 100. 

The secretary general of 
the Turkish army’s general 
staff, Major-General Erol 
Ozkasnak, said Friday that 
the operation would contin- 
ue “until the terrorists are 
eradicated" and the army 
was in control of the region 
used by the PKK. 

Mr. Erbakan has had sev- 
eral recent confrontations 
with Turkey's powerful 
military chiefs over their 
resistance to his pro-Islam- 
ic party’s policies. 


work on a new Jewish set- 
tlement in occcupied east 
Jerusalem. 

However it took place 
only after a last-minure dis- 
pute over Jewish settle- 
ments was cleared up. 

Israel delayed the depar- 
ture of its negotiating team 
by two hours after a Pales- 
tinian spokesman said the 
Jewish state had agreed to 
freeze settlement building 
in occupied areas in return 

(Continued on page 2) 


“Some of those who hold 
allegiance to and connec- 
tions with parties outside 
Jordan, and their actions, 
had in the past brought us lo 
the brink of catastrophe and 
caused us setbacks which 
made us suffer for long 
years." 

Referring to the Jordanian 
professional unions he said: 
“We have to examine the 
situation and reach a deci- 
sion. Only a few members 
of these UDions take part in 
the election of their repre- 
sentatives in their respec- 
tive unions while the 
remaining majority are con- 
tinually involved in their 

(Continued on page 7 ) 

Palestinian 
attorney 
general 
under house 
arrest for 
corruption 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Palestinian Attor- 
ney General Khaled 
Kidreh, who resigned last 
week, is suspected of hav- 
ing accepted bribes, a top 
Palestinian official said 
Sunday. A human rights 
activist said Mr. Kidreh 
was being confined to his 
home by authorities. 

The affair comes amid 
growing concerns about 
corruption in Yasser 

Arafat's three-year-old 
Palestinian autonomy gov- 
ernment. 

Bassam EidL a top Pales- 
tinian human rights 

activist, told the Associated 
Press that Mr. Kidreh was 
under house arrest and that 
his passport and identity 
papers had been confiscat- 
ed. 

Brig. Gen. Zakariya 
Baloushi, a top official of 
the Palestinian police in 
Gaza, did not confirm this 
directly but appeared to 
suggest it was true, saying: 
*it is better for him to be at 
home... We are protecting 

(Continued on page 2) 


Erbakan says Turkish 
incursion in Iraq over 


Israelis and Palestinians 
hold crucial Cairo talks 


King, Arafat discuss 
latest peace initiative 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) on Sun- 
day affirmed the need to 
continue consultations to 
push forward peace efforts 
on the Palestinian Israeli 
track, according to Jordan 
Television. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat held a 
closed-door meeting and 
were later joined by offi- 


cials from both sides. His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan was also pre- 
sent at the meeting. 

President .Arafat arrived 
here Sunday evening on u 
working visit to Jordan for 
talks with King Hussein. 
Talks between the two lead- 
ers focused on the latest 
developments of the Pales- 
tinian-! srae I i negotiations, 
bilateral relations and 
issues of mutual concern. 


President Arafat briefed 
King Hussein on the Egypt- 
ian move to revive the 
stalled peace talks. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s tPLOl 
Executive Committee Sec- 
retary General Mahmoud 
Abbas. Palestinian Presi- 
dency Secretary Al Tayveb 
Abdul Rahim, us well as 
other senior Palestinian 
officials attended the meet- 
ing. 


Prince Hassan discusses creation 
of IPU anti-islamophobia council 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has 
described as extremely 
important a meeting of Jor- 
danian and international 
parliamentarians to discuss 
the establishment of a 
council against islamopho- 
bia. 

Prince Hassan. talking to 
the participants in the meet- 
ing over a dinner he hosted 
in their honour Saturday, 
rejected the misrepresenta- 
tion of Islam as “an alien 
phenomena” and urged 
more efforts by followers 
of the monotheistic reli- 
gions to identify their 
shared values. 

“It is crucially important 
to make the general public 
more aware of the fact that 
what brings us together is 
more than that** which 
divides us,” Prince Hassan 
said, conveying to the par- 
ticipants the support of His 


Majesty King Hussein, who 
deeply appreciates what 
Prince Hassan described as 
the “dialogue of the sane." 

“1 do hope that in this 
shrinking world, all peoples 
can look towards a recon- 
ciliation of civilisations.” 
Prince Hassan said, urging 
the promotion of scenarios 
of reconciliation among 
cultures. 

But "coming together in 
terms of scenarios of recon- 
ciliation include coming to 
terms with one’s own pho- 
bias.” the Crown Prince 
emphasised. 

The Crown Prince, who 
had earlier proposed that 
the International Parlia- 
mentary Union (IPU) estab- 
lish a council against dis- 
crimination against Islam, 
said the purpose of such 
dialogues is not to beautify 
the image of each other but 
to shoulder the responsibil- 
ity of being proactive and 


speak in an idiom which i> 
understood by the other. 

He pointed lo the contra- 
diction in promoting an 
Islamic threat when over 75 
per cent of the world 
refugee population is Mus- 
lims. 

The Crown Prince also 
said that loyalty to Islamic 
values dictate that "we 
speak in centrist terms" 
because Islam promotes a 
centrist path. 

“What we are trying to do 
here in this dialogue of the 
sane is not only curse the 
darkness but also light a 
candle. We are. in a 
responsible manner, trying 
to contribute to a better 
world, if not for ourselves, 
then for our children." 
Prince Hassan told the par- 
liamentarians. who decided 
to explore expanding the 
participation in their 

(Continued on page 7) 


Mutawi lists press excerpts 
in support of new press law 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government yesterday 
lashed back aI opponents of 
the new Press and Publica- 
tions Law, saying the 
amendments introduced last 
month were aimed at pro- 
tecting the majority from the 
“chaos" that prevailed under 
the 1993 law. 

In an unprecedented state- 
ment distributed for publica- 
tion in newspapers. Minister 
of Information Samir 
Mutawi said a minority 
(opponents of the law) used 
their “loud voice” and “nar- 
row’ self-interest" to drown 
the voice of the majority and 
their interests. 

“Over the past three weeks 
... 1 have seen and heard all 
opinions ... on the amend- 
ments." Dr. Mutawi said. 
“While the temperature of 
condemnations by the loud 


voices was hot indeed, the 
sound of logic was hardly 
heard, since it naturally was 
neither emotional nor hard- 
hitting.” he added. 

“Citizens, who lived 
through the tragedy of chaos 
under the old Taw, know of 
enough examples of how 
that (piece of legislation) 
was abused," the minister 
said. 

“The premise iof the 
amendments) is to protect 
public opinion and at the 
same time defend freedom 
of expression. Those who 
recognise no limits in 
infringing on freedoms of 
others reject (the amend- 
ments) because their loud 
voices cannot thrive except 
in a chaotic atmosphere." 

Following are excerpts from 
the minister's statement: 


“During the three weeks 
that lapsed since the enact- 
ment of the amended Press 
and Publications Law. 1 
noticed the swelling of a 
new-old phenomenon, that 
is inundating public opinion 
(the majority ) with the loud 
voice of the minority’ ... and 
giving priority’ to narrow 
self-interests over the inter- 
ests of the majority’ of the 
people. 

"I have seen and heard all 
opinions expressed in the 
press or in meetings and 
conferences on the amend- 
ments. While the tempera- 
ture of condemnations by 
the loud voices was hot 
indeed, the sound of logic 
was hardly heard, since 


(Continued on pag 7) 


Five arrested on attempt 
on Kuwaiti deputy’s life 


KUWAIT (AP) — The inte- 
rior ministry announced 
Sunday that police have 
arrested three Kuwaitis and 
two Iranians suspected of 
the failed attempt on the life 
of parliament member 
Abdullah Nibari and his 
wife. 

A statement from (he min- 
istry said the areests were 
made less than 24 hours 
after the Friday night attack. 

The statement did not give 
details about the suspects. 
But a security official told 
the Associated Press they 
were in three cars, two of 
which took part in ambush- 
ing the opposition legislator 
and a third which took the 


wounded couple to the hos- 
pital. The official spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

The ministry, which is 
responsible for internal 
security - , said the suspects 
were referred to prosecutors. 

Kuwait and Iran have 
diplomatic relations, and 
many Iranians live in 
Kuwait. 

The official Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) said Mr. 
Nibari, 59, was “much bet- 
ter” and the swelling in his 
jaw was subsiding. A bullet 
was removed from his jaw 
and another from his left 
shoulder. 

The emir. Sheikh Jaber .AI 
Ahmad Al Sabah, who visit- 


ed the lawmaker Saturday, 
ordered that he be sent 
abroad for treatment. 

Mr. Nibari’s wife. Firyal 
Freih. was in “excellent con- 
dition." KUNA said. She 
was shot in the shoulder. 

The attempt on the life of 
the outspoken deputy 
shocked Kuwaitis. Political 
violence is rare in this small, 
oil-rich state. 

Parliament Speaker 
Ahmad Saadoun said in 
stormy session of the nation- 
al assembly on Saturday that 
the attackers were the 
“thieves of public money" 
who believe they are "above 
the law.” 


2 Home & Middle East News 


Elections ‘a real victory’ for 
Algeria* Zeroual emphasises 


Jordan limes, Monday, June 9, 1997 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alger- 
ian President Liamine Zer- 
ouai on Sunday hailed last 
week’s general elections as 
a triumph, as he received 
members of the CNISEL. 
an independent commission 
responsible for overseeing 
the vote. 

"The success of the leg- 
islative elections is a real 


victory for all the parties 
who stood before the people 
with a view to fulfilling the 
right to choose representa- 
tives.” Mr. Zeroual said. 

He stated further that 
Thursday’s polls were “an 
additional step on the road 
to completing the electoral 
process by holding local 
elections and electing a 


council of the nation before 
the end of the year.” 

The council will be a sec- 
ond chamber of parliament 
as decreed under the new 
constitution of November 
28, 1996. 

Two thirds of its members 
are elected by indirect suf- 
frage and a third is named 
by the head of state. 


Mr. Zeroual praised the 
Algerians for turning out to 
vote despite “the idle threats 
and savage acts of cowardly 
terrorism." 

The results of the elec- 
tions which give a sizeable 
victory to the president’s 
National Democratic Rally 
(RND) have been contested 
by opposition parties. 


Israeli, Qatari officials to m6et on Doha summit 


TEL AVIV (R> — The pres- 
ident of Israel's Federation 
of Chambers of Commerce. 
Dan Gi Herman, will meet 
Qatar's Emir Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa A1 Thani in 
New York on Monday to cry 
to ensure Israel’s participa- 
tion in an economic summit 
in Doha later this year. 

In a statement on Sunday 
the federation said the meet- 


ing was important as Qatar 
and other Arab states had 
cast doubt on Israel's partic- 
ipation in the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit next 
November because of the 
stalled regional peace 
process. 

“Economic and business 
(relations) must not be 
hostage to the (peace) 


process and influenced by 
its highs and lows,” Mr. 
Giltennan said. “We have to 
ensure economic continua- 
tion and stability and create 
as many success stories as 
possible just to advance the 
political process.” 

Mr. Gillennan said the 
meeting was also aimed at 
advancing Israel-Qatar 
bilateral relations. 


Qatar’s foreign minister 

recently said Israel’s atten- 
dance at the summit was 
contingent on progress in 
the peace process. 

Doha, which has trade 
link s with Israel, is hosting 
the conference, the fourth 
since landmark peace nego- 
tiations began in 1991- 
Israel attended the previous 
three summits. 


Amnesty International: Human rights 
situation in Tunisia a source of concern 



AMMAN (J.T.) — In a 
report released Sunday, 
Amnesty International said 
that the human rights situa- 
tion in Tunisia remains a 
source of concern, despite 
the recent release of some 
prisoners of conscience. 
"The circle of repression 
continues to widen; victims 
of arbitrary detention, tor- 
ture or ill-treatment and 
imprisonment after unfair 
trials are not only political 
opponents; Human rights 
defenders and activists, 
trade unionists, and wives 
and relatives of political 
prisoners and refugees are 
increasingly targeted,” the 
i^ Eflr tsaid .,-r, Vtr .. 

It declared that public lib- 
erties. already much 


restricted in the last few 
years, have been further 
curtailed. Human rights 
defenders and activists find 
it increasingly difficult to 
cany out their activities. In 
the past few years human 
rights defenders have been 
arrested, imprisoned, tor- 
tured. intimidated and 
harassed for their work on 
behalf of the most vulnera- 
ble victims. 

“If pressure and harass- 
meats are not enough to 
in timi date human rights 
defenders, the Tunisian 
authorities use other meth- 
ods, such as imprisonment 
and torture. Often they also 
cpnfisc.jjie.. .their ■ p«»spqrjs. 
disponqpjct , Their , telephone 
and iDtercept,tbeir mail so 


as to cut them off from the 
outside world,” /Amnesty 
International said. 

The 19-page report 
showed that an increasing 
number of people, includ- 
ing many women and even 
children, are subjected to 
retaliation because of their 
family links with political 
opponents. Wives of 
Islamist political prisoners 
and refugees are the first 
victims of this repression. 
Their freedom of con- 
science and of movement 
are restricted, their physical 
and mental integrity and 
their right to privacy are 
often violated. 

Oftep . -meyented fppm 
WPjdk&g,' leaving . die' 

country or from moving 


Palestinian attorney general 
under house arrest for corruption 


(Continued from page 1) 

him against angry peo- 
ple.” 

Mr. Baloushi said Mr. 
Kidreh “received bribes 
and committed severe 
violations" and that he 
was being questioned. 

Mr. Kidreh denied any 
wrongdoing and said 
his papers were not 
taken away. “Whether 
the allegations come 
from t.Mr. Arafat ) or 
Bassem Eid. they are 
not true." Mr. Kidreh 
said, speaking by phone 
from his home. ’ 

Mr. Eid’s human 
rights monitoring group 
issued a statement Sun- 
day accusing Mr. 
Kidreh of blackmailing 
people and noting that 
some Palestinians had 
spent two years in 
prison without being 


charged. 

Mr. Kidreh submitted 
his resignation Wednes- 
day and it was approved 
by Mr. Arafat on 
Wednesday night. He 
said he was resigning 
because of his age and 
health problems, and 
that Mr. Arafat “was 
very sorry.” 

Cabinet Minister 
Tayeb Abdul Rahim 
said the deputy attorney 
general in each Pales- 
tinian city will fulfil the 
attorney general's role 
until Mr. Arafat 
appoints a new attorney 
general. 

A recent internal audit 
found that S3 26 million 
— nearly half the 1997 
Palestinian budget — 
had been lost to corrup- 
tion or mismanagement. 
It was followed by a 
report by a watchdog 


group claiming that 
Palestinian officials 
have systematically 
abused their positions 
for personal financial 
gain. 

Mr. Kidreh has heart 
and eye problems, and 
has trouble walking 
because of past leg frac- 
tures. 

Before becoming att- 
orney general, Mr. 
Kidreh, who is from 
Khan Yunis in the Gaza 
Strip, was secretary of 
the Palestinian Lawyers 
Association and a 
leader of Mr. Arafat's 
Fateh faction of the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO.) 

He was jailed several 
times by Israel for his 
Fateh activities before 
the 1993 Israel-Pales- 
tinian peace treaty. 


freely withu^the country, 
these women are kept under 
strict surveillance. They are 
routinely arrested and inter- 
rogated about the activities 
of their exiled husbands, 
about their contacts with 
them, and about their 
sources of subsistence. 
They are often subjected to 
torture, including sexual 
abuse; some have been 
forced to divorce and others 
have been imprisoned for 
long periods, and their chil- 
dren have been traumatised 
by police raids conducted 
both during the day and at 
night. 


' The report ‘als& raddaefr' 
examples of "specific cases/ 


UNION LEADER RELEASED: Elias Abu Rizk, former leader of the General Confederation of ^ebanew ^ Work- 
ers hogs his son Elias on Saturday as he rests in hospital in Beirut. Abu Rizk was freed on bail eigni aay^ 
his arrest because of the state of his health. He was arrested and accused of publishing “false information tor a 
statement he sent to the International Labour Organisation in Geneva complaining of vote buying in union elec- 
tions in April. He is also accused of “usurping an identity” and ‘‘usurping authority” (Photo by AFP) 

Filipino seeking clemency from Indian victim’s family 


ABU DHABI (AP) — The 
Federal Supreme Court has 
postponed the trial of a Fil- 
ipino facing the death 
penalty to give the victim’s 
family time to consider 
clemency, the Gulf News 
reported Sunday. 

The Filipino, John 
Aquino, is charged with the 
1989 stabbing death of Har- 
bajan Singh, his Indian 
roommate. He says he 
killed Mr. Singh in self- 
defence. 

The Federal Supreme 
Court began hearing Mr. 
Aquino 'scase last^Nov&a- 
ber after ’ he ‘was ’ sentenced 


to death by a lower court 
and an appeal was rejected 
by another court. On Satur- 
day, it postponed the case to 
Sept. 27, the English-lan- 
guage daily said. 

The death sentence must 
be upheld by the federal 
supreme court and 
endorsed by the president 
of the Emirates, Sheikh 
Zayed Bin Sultan A1 
Nahyan, before it is carried 
out 

Under . Islamic law, 
enforced in the E mirate s, 
the -victim’s family, has the 
ri^^o^dfeMrfd'Th^ death 
penalty ufk milnter convic- 


tion or grant clemency and 
accept financial compensa- 
tion known as “blood 
money.” 

The Filipino community 
in the Emirates has raised 
$50,000 for the “blood 
money,” the paper said. The 
law sets a minimum of 
150,000 di rhams for such 
payments. 

Mr. Aquino has written 
Mr. Singh’s family asking 
forgiveness and has said he 
is willing to spend his life 
in prison to atone for his 
crime, -the-- -EngUsh^lan- 
guage daily Said. 

The Philippines’ ambas- 


sador to the Emirates, Roy 
Seneres, also sent a letter 
seeking clemency to Mr. 
Singh’s relatives residing in 
Britain, the paper said. 

There has been no 
response to either appeal, it 
said. 

Three years ago, Mr. 
Singh’s parents, wife and 
two children wrote a letter 
to the Emirates demanding 
that Mr. Aquino be execut- 
ed. 

In the Emirates, death 
sentences are carried oufby 
firing squad. 


Israelis and Palestinians hold crucial Cairo talks 4 


(.Continued from page 1) 

for a resumption of 
peace talks. 

Israel strongly de- 
nied that any such 
deal had been reached 
and insisted the Pales- 
tinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) retract 
its claim. 

Palestinian, negotia- 
tor Saeb Erakat clea- 
red the air by declar- 
ing in Cairo: “There is 
no" agreement with 
Israel on settlements.” 
The meeting in the 
Ittihadiya presidential 
palace in northern 
Cairo was the fruit of 
Egyptian-led efforts to 
narrow the gaps 
between the two sides 
and follows a summit 
between Mr. Ne- 
tanyahu and Mr. 
Mubarak on May 27. 

Mr. Mubarak's polit- 
ical advisor Ossama 
A1 Baz, who has shut- 


tled between the two 
sides for the past two 
weeks, attended the 
talks. 

The Israeli delega- 
tion was led by chief 
negotiator Danny 
Naveh and included 
Mr. Netanyahu's legal 
advisor Yitzhak Mol- 
kho and the prime mi- 
nister’s political advi- 
sor Uzi Arad. 

The Palestinian team 
was headed by Mr. 
Erakat and includes 
Mr. Arafat’s political 
advisor Marwan Ka- 
nafani and negotiator 
Hassan Asfour. 

PNA has insisted 
Israel freeze all Jew- 
ish 1 * * construction in 
contested areas, 
including the new set- 
tlement at Jabal Abu 
Ghneim which 

plunged the peace 
process into crisis, as 
its main condition for 
resuming peace talks. 


Mr. Erakat said the 
division between 
Israel and the Pales- 
tinians remained as 
wide as when talks 
broke off in March. 

“The gap between 
the two sides is 
greater than many 
expect . We hope that 
Mr. Netanyahu takes a 
decision to freeze the 
settlements but until 
now there is no agree- 
ment with Israel,” Mr. 
Erakat said. 

“We came here in 
the hope of reaching 
an agreement with the 
Egyptian efforts to 
help Mr. Netanyahu 
take the decision to 
stop (building.)," Mr. 
Erakat said. 

Speculation about a 
compromise on settle- 
ments was sparked by 
European Union en- 
voy Miguel Moratinos 
who said Israel had 
offered “a sort of 


freeze” to get the talks 
going. 

Egyptian officials 
and Israeli media re- 
ports suggested that a 
possible compromise 
could call for a settle- 
ment freeze for a fixed 
time-frame, pe-nding 
accelerated ne-gotia- 
tions on a permanent 
peace accord. 

But a senior Israeli 
official insisted Sun- 
day that Israeli policy 
ruled out any halt to 
settlement construc- 
tion, and charged that 
speculation to the con- 
trary was part of a 
“propaganda war” to 
influence the outcome 
of the talks. 

Another official, 
Israeli Transport Min- 
ister Yitzhak Levy of 
the ultra-nationalist 
National Religious 

Party, said even a tem- 
porary halt in settle- 
ment building “would 


mean the fall of this 
government.” 

Palestinian officials 
said their team would 
return to Gaza City 
immediately after the 
Cairo talks to inform 
Mr. Arafat of the 
results. 

Mr. Arafat, mean- 
while, visited Amman 
for talks with King 
Hussein on the latest 
efforts to defuse the 
crisis in the peace 
process. 

Jordan and Egypt, 
the only two Arab $■ 
countries to have 
peace treaties with 
Israel, are backing Mr. 
Arafat’s demand that 
Israel freeze all settle- 
ment construction 
including in east 
Jerusalem. 


i Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

. 15:40 Spirou 

16:05 —Neighbours 

16-JO Doc. — In The Wild 

17:00 .Tilt 

. 17J0 .Blue Heelers 

IS: 10 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:30 News Head- 

. line 

' 19J5 Comedy — Parent- 

! hood 

i 20:00 Discover Magazine 

20J0 Murder She Wrote 

21:10 Highlander 

22:00 ...News in English' 

22 J5 .The Wright Verdict 

23:15 - .'Homicide 


,03:50 Fajr 

I 05:25 (Sunrise) Duha 

1 16:15 ‘Asr 

1 19:45 Maghreb 

! 21:19 ‘Isha 


i SL Mary of Nazareth Church 

Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

1 632785. 




Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Anmmication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancia Church Td. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 77526L 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. SI 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


Relative hot, dry and dusty weath- 
er conditions will prevail with 
winds southwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman. 19/30 

Aqaba. — 215/37 

Deserts 18/34 

Jordan Valley..- .23/34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 36, Aqaba 39 -Humidity 
readings: Amman 25 per cent, 
.Aqaba 23 per cent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas A1 Hakim 885446 

Dn Arafat A1 As htoh __602507 
Dr. Ayraan A1 Mubtaseh. .875748 

Du Jamal Jbarah. -....847351 

Kras pharmacy 661912 

Fendows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 


AI Sal am pharmacy —636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

ERBID: 

Dn Ghazi Ta’aroneh 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ya'coub AJ Khatib-991772 
Khali/eh pharmacy 985417 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Qvfl Defence Departmert — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

-630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency 199 

Rescue Police 1 91 621 11 1, 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605 S00 

Price Complaints ,66 1 1 76 

Wfemr & Seweta^ CbraplainES^897467 


Amman Municipality Complaims 

-.787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs—. 661 101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority .680100 

J. Electricity Authority — 815615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein MaBcal Centre —8 13813Q2 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity- 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ._642362 

Malhas.J. Amman. 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital $45845 

Al-Muasher Hospital -.667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 




Italian, AJ-Mubajreen —777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marita .891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zanqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital 


- - (09)900560 

Ibn Sira Hospital-. (09)986732 
Al Hjkma Modem Hospital 
— inowonoon 

IRRID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 
402)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

.. -(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
-402)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) irtformaxion 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL ( 08)53200-5 . 
where it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights can he 
supplied on phone 08 (52700). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

08:05 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi fRJ) 

Hh20 -....Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 

17:15 — Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 — London (RJ) 

17:40 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

19:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

22:20 Casablanca (RJ) 

04:10 Jakarta, Kuala Lump ur (RJ) 
Other Flights 

10:45 -Khartoum (SD) 

14:10 -Bahrain (GF) 

22 Vienna (OS) 

19:50 Td Aviv (LY) 

30:15 Dubai (EK) 


21:10 — Paris. Damascus (AF) | 

21:10 — Beirut (ME) [ 

22:15 -...Cairo (MS)' 

23:30 Athens (OA) 

01:20 ....Amsterdam, Damascus (KL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

11:00 —Casablanca (RJ) 

11:30. Milan, Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:20 .. Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) ; J 
-.Cairo (RJ) [ 

13:25 London (RJ) | 

“1 ; 45 -Bahrain. Doha (RJ) | 

^ 3;00 .Muscat (RJ) j 

J 3145 Sanaa (RJ) I 

01:50-... Abu DbabL Al ‘Ain (RJ) I 

00“Q ■ — _ .Damascus (RJ) 

02:30 Dubai (add) (RJ) j 

i 

Other Flights j 

—Istanbul OK)! 

JJ* 4 ® — -..Beirut (ME) 

09:10 London (BA)! 

j^* 00 - Khartoum (SD) j 

— Bahrain (GF) j 

Vienna (OS) 

Tel Aviv (LY)| 

rf :1 ^ - Cairo (MS)! 

az5S Damascus, Paris (AF) | 

02:30 ...... Amsterdam (KL) i 

W:0 ° - r-Aihens (OA) j j 
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World Bank to loan Jordan $100m 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
World Bank has offered 
Jordan $100 million in 
loans for its energy and 
social security sectors. 

According to Deputy 
Prime Minister for Devel- 
opment* Affairs Jawad 
Anani, the funds will be 
divided as follows: $40 
million to help the 
restructure Jordan's ener- 
gy sector and $60 million 
to support the planned 
social security net pro- 
gramme designed to deal 


with unemployment and 
poverty. 

Dr. Anani announced 
the World Bank’s decision 
after he returned to 
Amman Saturday evening 
from Washington, D.C. 
where he headed an offi- 
cial delegation to various 
talks with U.S. and World 
Bank officials on finan- 
cial aid to Jordan. 

He said the World Bank 
also agreed to finance 
studies on the restructur- 
ing of the cooperatives 


sector and the Aqaba 
Region which will be con- 
verted into a free zone. 
The World Bank officials 
said they would, in addi- 
tion, provide related 
expertise for such pro- 
grammes. 

Dr. Anani was accompa- 
nied on the U.S. visit by 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Fayez Tarawneh 
and Minister of Planning 
RimaKhalaf. 


Rhythms that weave patterns 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Primitive drum 
beats mixed with swirling 
images of art was the 
essence of a performance 
held in the ancient courtyard 
of Darat A1 Funun. 

New York performance 
artists Samia Halaby, Kevin 
Nathanial, and Hasan Bakr 
showcased their "kinetic an" 
to a full house last Thursday, 
as audience members 
clapped and sang along to 
the music. 

“We are blending rhythms 
and colours together," Hala- 
by said. “It's like magic — 
as if 100 Persian carpets are 
being woven before your 
eyes in infinite patterns.” 

During the performance. 
Halaby projected her com- 
puter graphics onto a screen 
as musicians Nathanial and 
Bakr accompanied her. 

■ Projecting her pre-pro- 
grammed art images, Hala- 
by is able to "dance her fin- 
gers along the key board as 
images instantaneously 
appear," she said. 

According to Halaby. the 
images are created from the 
“C" language that appears as 



Samia Halaby 


mathematical notations. 

"Its similar to Arabic, 
which is geometric and 
rhythmic." she explained. 


Bom in Jerusalem in 1936, 
Halaby received her masters 
in finance from the Univer- 
sity of Indiana before she 
went on to teach at Yale Uni- 
versity School of ArL 

“I met Kevin while teach- 
ing at Yale, he was an amaz- 
ing and brilliant art student." 
she said. 

Leaving Yale in 1982 
because of a conservative 
“step backwards" in the ait 
programme, Halaby moved 
to New York and became 
involved in a variety of pro- 
jects. 



Kevin Nathanial 


Never losing contact with 
each other. Halaby and 
Nathanial. eventually began 
joint experiments. 

Part of the “African based 
but super modem" Spirit 
Ensemble performance 
group in New York, both 
Nathanial and Bakr are 
involved in many music pro- 
jects. such as teaching 
African Mbira (.finger 
piano) workshops. 

Fusing their musical tal- 
ents with Halaby 's brilliant 
visuals, the trio decided to 
tour the Middle East this 
year. Halaby was in Jordan 
two years ago when she 
exhibited some of her works, 
also at Darat A1 Funun. 

“Kevin and Hasan came 



Hasan Bakr 

on this tour anxious to meet 
the Arab World and learn 
another reality," Halaby 
said. 

Playing the first outdoor 
concert in 25 years in Alep- 
po. Syria, the trio encoun- 
tered a warm audience and 
received an invitation from 
the mayor to return, she said. 

Continuing the tour in 
Damascus and finally 
Amman, the group were 
pleased by the enthusiasm 
and curiosity from audi- 
ences. 

“I found this to be a place 
where rhythm is alive,” 
Nathanial said. "You see 
rhythm in the way people 
walk, think , and speak.” 

Visiting an oud [lute] fac- 
tory and purchasing tabbas 
[Arab drums] and camel 
.bells, both men hope_to 
blend these instruments into 
their music. 

“This is a drum culture, 
and we have learned a differ- 
ent perspective on rhythm,” 
Bakr said. 

The kinetic art group 
thanked Darat A1 Funun for 
allowing them to perform 
“in such a beautiful setting ” 

“We hope to come back 
because the audience was so 
receptive, open-hearted, and 
creative,” Halaby conclud- 
ed. 

(Photos by Madeira AI Ajroush) 


IAF holds secret balloting to choose 
candidates for parliamentary elections 


By Francesca Ciriari 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — With a sys- 
tematic procedure, the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
local branches in each of 
Jordan VI 8 electoral dis- 
tricts have held secret bal- 
lots to choose their nomi- 
nees for next fall’s parlia- 
mentary elections. 

According to a party 
source, the Islamists will 
field a total of 40 to 45 can- 
didates all over the King- 
dom, and expect to win “at 
least 20 seats” in the 80- 
member Lower House. 

“It is too early to say who 
will be the official candi- 
dates," IAF Deputy Abdul- 
lah Akaileh told the Jordan 
Times, stressing that “the 
final decision will be taken 
by the Executive Commit- 
tee, chaired by IAF Secre- 
atry General Ishaq Farfaan.” 

Dr. Akaileh declined to 
anticipate when the Execu- 


tive Committee will make 
its final decision on the 
party's ticket, but some 
names of nominees had 
already been leaked to the 
local Arabic press. 

By Saturday, the deadline 
for the local branches to 
hold their pre-elections, the 
ballot boxes were brought 
to IAF headquarters in 
Amman for counting. 

The Arabic weekly Al 
Hadath announced on Sun- 
day that IAF spokesperson 
Hamzeh Mansour was 
nominated for re-election in 
Amman’s Second District, 
including the Yarmouk, 
Nasr Ras Al ‘Ain and Badr 
areas. 

In the 1993 elections for 
the Kingdom’s I2th Parlia- 
ment. Mr. Mansour won the 
second of the district’s 
three Muslim seats with 
8,880 votes, behind IAF 
colleague Abdul Mun’em 
Abu Zam, (9,336 votes). 

Earlier last week, the gen- 


eral assembly of the IAF 
Amman Third District 
branch had nominated Dr. 
Farhan, 12th legislature 
Deputy Ibrahim Zeid 
Kilani, and Circassian 
Walid Shukri Shabso to run 
in the upcoming elections. 

Including the Sport City, 
Jabal Amman, and Abdali 
areas, Amman’s ‘hot” Third 
Districr is considered to 
reflect the elite’s political 
pattern and it elects one 
Circassian, one Christian 
and three Muslim deputies. 

In the 1993 parliamentary 
elections. Dr. Kilani won 
the first Muslim seat, with 
9,134 votes, followed by 
former prime Minister 
Taher Masri (8,789 votes) 
and former Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ali Abu! 
Ragheb (8,162 votes). 

The third district also 
elected the only woman in 
the 12th Parliament. Toujan 
Feisal, who won the seat 
allocated for the Circassian 


minority. 

The Christian seat was 
won by Jordanian Arab 
Ba’ath Socialist Party Sec- 
retary General Khalil Had- 
dadin, who has already 
announced that his party 
nominated him for re-elec- 
tion. 

According to Arabic press 
reports, the IAF Madaba 
branch decided last week to 
no mina te only one candi- 
date. 

* . The new Madaba district, 
previously part of the 
•Amman constituency, was 
promoted ;to the rank of 
constituency with recent 
controversial amendments 
to tiie 1993 electoral law, 
deemed by opposition par- 
ties as inadequate to the 
country’s increasing 

demands for democracy 
and more proportional rep- 
resentation 

Mohammad Khreibat 
Azaideh obtained the high- 
est number of votes in the 


IAF Madaba branch inter- 
nal pre-elections, reported- 
ly 64 out of 100 votes, 
while Salem Falahat 
obtained 23 votes and 
Suleiman Abu Gahh 12, Al 
Dustour said. 

In Mafraq, the local IAF 
branch general assembly 
chose between Majd Eitam 
and Mousa Shdeijat, but 
results have not been made 
available. 

The Islamists did not win 
any seat in the Mafraq dis- 
trict in the 1993 elections, 
and party sources said the 
IAF will particularly con- 
centrate on this district in 
the coming elections. 

In the Balqa region, the 
IAF local branch nominat- 
ed 10 candiadtes, including 
one woman — Ni’meh 
HiyasaL Among the other 
nominees were Senator 
Abdul Latif Arabiyar, and 
Deputy Mohammad Awei- 
dah. 


Refugee camps to receive JD 355,000 
in infrastructure, road improvements 


AMMAN (Petra) — Direc- 
tor General of the Palesti- 
nain Affairs Department at 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Ibrahim Tarsbihi 
Sunday authorised the dis- 
bursement of JD 355,000. 
allocated by the goveme- 
ment to improve the infra- 
strucutre and road networks 
in the 13 Palestmain 
refugee camps in Jordan. 

Under the authorisation, 
Baqaa camp, northwest of 
Amman, will receive JD 
42,000, Hittin camp near 
Russaifa, east of Amman, 
will receive JD 40.000. 
Prince Hassan and Wibdat 
camps will receive JD 
13,000 and 14,500 respec- 
tively. 

In another development, 
the depa rtment distributed 
JD 100,000 to sports clubs 
in these camps, in imple- 



Ih rahim Thrshihi 


mentation of a Cabinet 
decision to this effect 

This amount was includ- 
ed in the department budget 
for 1997. 

The Wihdat Hussein. Al 
Awdeh, and Irbid sports 
clubs each revived JD 
8,500, while other clubs 
received amounts ranging 
between JD 8,000 and JD 
6 , 000 . 


Seminar enlightens women on their legal rights 


MAAN (Petra) — Focus- 
ing on women-related laws 
and the democratic 
process, the Jordanian 
National Committee for 
Women (JNCW) Sunday 
held a seminar at the Maan 
branch of Mu tab Universi- 
ty to increase women’s 
awamess of their legal 
rights. 

The seminar is part of a 
programme entitled “Em- 
powerment of Jordanian 
Women in Leadership and 
Decision-making, ” being 
implemented by JNCW, 
the Jordanian National 
Forum for Women (JNFW) 
and the Princess Basina 
Women’s Resources Cen- 
tre in cooperation with the 
European Union(EU). 

Addressing the seminar. 
Dean of the Faculty of Sci- 
ence and Arts at Mutah 
University Adel Tuweisi 


said such symposia are 
aimed at • empowering 
■ women to play their full 
role and to secure their 
rights. . 

Dr. Tuweisi, who 
deputised for Mutah Uni- 
versity . President Eid 
Dahiyat, said" women at 
this stage are seeking the 
enactment of new laws or 
amendments to existing 
laws to secure their rights 
and enhance their achieve- 
ments. 

Head of JNCW’s General 
Secretariat Hiyam Kalemat 
said the seminar seeks to 
cover the political aspect 
of die National Strategy for 
Jordanian Women, by dis- 
cussing three of the most 
important laws on women, 
namely the Election Law, 
.the Civil States Law and. 
"the Labour Law. 

Summarising the objec- 


tives of the programme, 
Ms. Kalemat said it aims to 
promote and increase 
women's awareness of 
their role in society and to 
boost their participation in 
parliamentary elections so 
that (hey might reach lead- 
ership and decision-mak- 
ing positions. 

Participants discussed 
three working papers pre- 
sented by advocates Basel 
Bustami. Rateb Daher and 
Rihab Kaddoumi on the 
three aforementioned laws. 

The seminar is the first in 
a series of 126 such gather- 
ings "aimed at increasing 
women’s — awareness — of 
their legal rights. 


FILM 

* “Cesar et Rosalie" at the French Cul- 
tural Centre. Jabal Weibdeh at 8:30 p.m. 


PLAY 

* “Jadara Shines Anew" at the Royal Cul-' 
tura] Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


DIALOGUE 

* Talk by Paul Rinaldi on the develope- 
raent of his art in relation to general 



trends in modern art (including slides of 
his paintings, drawings, and pho- 
tographs.) at the Jordan National Gallery 
of Fine Arts, Jabal Weibdeh, at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of American products at the 
Amman International Fair, Marj Al 


Hatnam, until June 13. 

* Photo exhibition entitled “Children of 
Planet Earth" by Takeyshi Tannma at 
Haya Cultural Centre, Shmeisani, until 
June 12. 

* Works by Abdul Basit Naqqash and Sa’d 
Hussein entitled “Heritage and Culture" 
at the gallery of the Jordan Plastic 
Artists Association, Jabal Weibdeh, 
until June 2 1 . 


Government, experts warn of dangers in 
illegal, uncontrolled fresh water pumping 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordiin Times 

AMMAN — Illegal and 
uncontrolled water pumping 
from aquifers throughout 
Jordan is threatening water 
reserves in the Kingdom, 
and unless the government 
adopts stiff measures to stop 
these practices, Jordan's 
fresh water resources will be 
in danger by 2005. figures 
and water experts said. 

“After the year 2005, 
freshwater resources will be 
fully utilised and there 
remain no more known 
resources within the country 
to develop.” a recent study 
by the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation said. 

The study showed that the 
overpumping from these 
wells was due to the surge in 
the population which led to 
“over extraction from 
ground water aquifers. This 
was exacerbated by relaxed 
controls on drilling opera- 
tions... ground water aq- 
uifers are exploited at more 
than double their sustainable 
yield on average.” 

The study said that the besL 
solution is that the mining of 
renewable groundwater 
aquifers should be checked, 
controlled, and reduced to 
sustainable extraction rates. 
Mining of fossil aquifers 
should be planned and care- 
fully implemented, the study 
recommended. 

Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation figures for 1996 
showed thar there were 
about 2,174 wells in Jordan 


of which 310 wells are used 
for drinking purposes, 143 
for industrial use, 1,648 for 
agricultural projects and 73 
are located in remote areas. 

The figures showed that in 
the same year the total pro- 
duction from these wells 
reached 509 million cubic 
meters (MCMJ. Illegal 
wells accounted for 667, 
with 415 considered active 
and 252 inactive. 

Non-official statistics 
show that licensed and unli- 
censed wells pump around 
5 1 5 MCM per annum, where 
the safe production of these 
wells should not exceed 277 
MCM annually. 

According to Elias 
Salameh. water expert and 
professor of hydrology at the 
University of Jordan, there 
are about 4,000 legal and 
illegal wells. The latter 
account for 500 to 600 wells, 
he said. 

Dr. Salameh added that 
about 300 MCM are chan- 
nelled to agricultural enter- 
prises from illegal wells. 

Studies indicated that the 
over-production from these 
wells leads to an increase in 
the salt level in the water, 
depriving villages and rural 
areas from water resources 
that can be used for drinking 
and household uses. 

Dr. Salameh said no fees 
are levied on water pumped 
from unlicensed aquifers. 

He added that the govern- 
ment has tried to affix 
meters for these wells buL 
failed to do so because offi- 
cials met fierce opposition 


from the well-owners and 
because many of these 
metres were poorly installed. 

In order to check and con- 
trol the operation of the ille- 
gal wells. Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali formed 
a committee to study the sit- 
uation and close the illegal 
wells. 

The co mmi ttee is beaded 
by Nathir Rashid, minister 
of interior, and includes 
director of the Land Depart- 
ment, chief of the Royal 
Badia Force, the governors 
of Zarqa and Mafraq and the 
head of the Water Study 
Department at the Water 
Authority of Jordan. 

But these steps drew criti- 
cism and scepticism from 
columnists and writers in 
local weeklies and daily 
newspapers. 

Member of the Lower 
House of Parliament Toujan 
Faisal commented on the 
government's new approach 
of adopting more stringent 
water preservation measures 
after Israel refused to pro- 
vide Jordan with its share of 
water in accordance with the 
peace treaty. 

Ms.' Faisal raised several 
questions such as “Is the list 
demanding the close down 
of illegally dug wells selec- 
tive? And are officials' wells 
that were dug with special 
permission from the Min- 
istry of Water legal or ille- 
gal? And will the owners of 
these wells be asked to close 
down their wells, keeping in 
mind that their digging is 
considered an assault on 


public property and national 
water resources, as well as 
the fact that the permissions 
were obtained through abuse 
of power?” 

Mohammad Subeihi wrote 
in Al Arab Al Youm about a 
"prominent official who had 
laid his hand on a water well 
that served a whole village 
and redirected it for use on 
his private farm." 

“When Water Authority 
officials went to see what 
they could do, they were 
greeted by armed guards 
who pressured them to leave 
under the threat of hostility. 
The assault was not solved 
until Public Security Forces 
intervened,” Mr. Subeihi 
wrote. 

Mr. Subeihi said that this is 
the case in the majority of 
districts in which wells have 
been dug legally and illegal- 
ly without fear or respect for 
the law or public interest. 

Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Muntber Haddadin 
sounded the alarm that the 
salt content would reach a 
very high level in all the 
Kingdom's water wells 
unless illegal pumping is 
stopped. 

Dr. Haddadin said Azraq 
basin can safely provide 25 
to 30 MCM of water a year, 
but reckless digging bleeds 
toe sources of 50 to 60 mem 
which contributes to the high 
salt content and causes dete- 
rioration of water quality. 
He added that “the danger 
comes from pumping water 
from these wells more than 
they can bear. 


“Our campaign is not tar- 
geted towards anybody, but 
our preoccupation is to safe- 
guard Jordan's strategic 
reserve," Dr. Haddadin said. 

Another area of concern is 
Disi basin in southern Jor- 
dan. 

According to Dr. Salameh, 
Disi water is another exam- 
ple of illegal water drilling 
in Jordan. 

He said that Disi water is 
one of the best, sweetest and 
pure waters in toe 'world that 
can be used for drinking pur- 
poses. 

Dr. Salemeh added that toe 
problem is that Disi basin is 
not a renewable resource and 
can be considered as the 
major source for the King- 
dom’s strategic water 
reserve. But mariy wealthy 
people, he said, have estab- 
lished farms and started 
pumpin water from Disi 
basin. ‘ 

“It is wrong to permit 
water digging in that area for 
agricultural purposes. Agri- 
cultural projects do not give 
high economic return," Dr. 
Salameh warned. 

He added that water dig- 
ging from Disi amounts to 
87 MCM annually, where 15 
to 17 MCM goes for drink- 
ing purposes in Aqaba, and 
50 to 60 MCM per year is 
directed to agricultural pro- 
jects. The former figure 
increases to 70 MCM I 
because of water leakage. ' 



JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINERY COMPANY LTD. 
TENDERS INVITATION FOR 
PREQUALIFICATION AND BIDDING 

1 -JD EN.DEg_NQ,. 6/97: UPGRADING OF-AMM&N.LPG FILLING STATION PROJECT. 
2,X^.QEBL NQ..J2^Z-UPGBApiNG OF SALADIN LPG FILLING STATION PROJECT 


3. TENDER NCL8/97 ZABQAliPG FILLING STATION NO. 3 PROJECT. 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery Qo. Ltd.,- announces a/m tenders invitation for the supply, 
erection and commissioning offoilowing projects: 

1. UPGRADING OF AMMAN LPG FILLING STATION PROJECT AT ABU 
ALANDA SITE: 

The project includes three mounded LPG storage vessels of 8,250 cubic metres total 
water capacity and two carousels for filling 12.5 kgs LPG cylinders with a capacity of not 
less than 1,200 cylinders/hour each, LPG pumps, compressors, LPG semi-trailers 
unloading/loading facilities, trucks unloading and loading telescopic conveyors, 
extension of existing firefighting and cooling system, piping system, all civil works and 
.electrical works related to the installations. 

2. UPGRADING OF SALADIN LPG FILLING STATION PROJECT AT IRBID 
SITE: 

The project includes two carousels for filling 12.5 kgs LPG cylinders with a capacity of 
not less than 1,200 cylinders/hour each, LPG pumps, compressors, additional LPG 
semi-trailers unloading facilities, trucks unloading and loading telescopic conveyors, 
extension of existing firefighting and cooling system, piping s^tem, all civil works and 
electrical, works related to the installations. 

3. LPG FILLING STATION NO. 3 PROJECT AT ZARQA REFINERY SITE- 

The project includes two carousels for filling 12.5 kgs LPG cylinders with a capacity of 
not less than 1 ,200 cyfinders/hour each, LPG pumps, air compressors, trucks unloading 
and loading telescopic conveyors, extension of existing firefighting and cooling system, 
piping system, all civil works and electrical works related to the installations. 

The above mentioned works- of every project are required on basis of "lump sum fixed 
price turnkey job." 

Contractors who possess experience in' the same field, and are qualified financially and 
technically, and who wish to participate in the above tenders for one or more of above 
Jl e l3l 0 i ,ed invtted t0 submit their prequaDfication documents, not later than 

°/ u 3t the Head ° ffice - that contractors who wish 

WSSSSi? £52!* 5!? jects must h® 5 •east qualified for "Upgrading of Amman 
L PG S Stetl0 . n Pro I ect ’ whlle ^tractore who wish to participate in any one or both of 
the other two projects must be qualified for any of them. 

Prequalification documents should include the following: 

1 .Financial capability of the contractor (financial references to be provided) 

2 Technical capacity of the contractor, including details of experience and background 

of personnel, specifications of available equipment., etc 9 

3 ' ?i led d0CU T? nts showing similar projects executed by the contractor fun names 
and addresses of firms for whom such services were rendered, and details of protects 
including contract cost and completion periods p Jects 

Er.S'S? Sha " “ ann ° unced and a “ 0 I-**-* as soon as 

as — obtain !“ d er documents from the company's Head Offica at the 
S £"“^7*f nSt n0n - r “' 6 W P- - «- sach project! £ 

Offers must be submitted at the 
12:00 hrs of 16/9/97. . 


company’s Head Office not later than 


Chairman 

Board of Directors 
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Anti-Taleban fighters retain 
hold on key highway town 


KABUL, (AFP) — The much-contested highway town of 
Jabal Os-Siraj north of Kabul was soil in the hands of oppo- 
sition fighters Sunday, according to reports reaching Kabul 

“The frontline is totally quiet today and Jabal Os-Siraj is 
still under our control," opposition spokesman Abdullah 
told AFP by satellite telephone. 

Taleban Deputy Foreign Minister Sher Mohammad Abbas 
Stanekzai said Sunday the Islamic militia had failed to cap- 
ture Jabal Os-Siraj Saturday because of difficulties crossing 
a swollen river. 

He added he did not have an update on die frontline situ- 
ation around the town. 77 kilometres north from here, but 
said the Taleban were looking for another way to get over 
the problem of the river crossing. 

The aim of the Taleban push is partly to reach a large group 
of their forces cut-off and surrounded north of the Hindu 
Kush in the Baghlan provincial centre of Pul-i-Khumri. 

Fighting between this isolated group and the northern 
anti -Taleban alliance of ethnic Uzbeks, Commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood and others, has been reported in and around 
Pul-i-Khumri for the past three to four days. 

The group became stuck when an enemy- turned-all y 
switched allegiances again as the contingent was heading 
for the northern capital of Mazar-i-Sharif, leaving them sur- 
rounded by opposition forces. 

The Opposition spokesman conceded the Taleban ’s offen- 
sive Saturday had made initial territorial gains, but claimed 
the Islamic militia had been pushed back in a counter-attack 
by forces of Commander Masood. 

Even the Taleban 's official Radio Shariat did not 
announce the fall of Jabal Os-Siraj Sunday, merely report- 
ing the “capture of large areas towards Panjshir Valley,” 
which is Commander Masood’s home turf to the northeast. 

“The frontline is the same as before, by the bridge near 
Charikar,” said the opposition spokesman. 

The Taleban launched their offensive from Parwan 
provincial capital Charikar, 65 kilometres north of Kabul, at 
dawn Saturday to capture the former 2nd Division army 
base not more than two kilometres short of Jabal Os-Siraj. 

Mr. Abdullah said that under pressure from a two-pronged 
counter-attack the Taleban had to fall back from this army 
base leaving around 80 dead in the field while 72 others 
were allegedly taken prisoner. 

He added the Taleban had evacuated their forces which 
had successfully penetrated the Ghorband Valley to the 
northwest of Charikar. 

The blown-up bridge called Pul-i-Matak marked the 
approximate frontline just north of Charikar according to 
Mr. Abdullah, who said Commander Masood’s men had it 
within range of their heavy machineguns. 

Mr. Stanekzai said the Taleban wanted to clear 
Commander Masood from Jabal Os-Siraj so they could 


attempt a breakthrough to a large force of their Islamic 
brothers surrounded in Baghlan province north of the 

Hindu Kush Mountains. . 

He added that by opening the north-south highway through 
the Salang Tunnel which is still controlled by Commander 
Masood, much needed supplies of food could be shipped to 
needy civilian population also trapped in the fighting. 

Commander Masood has not declared any interest m 
marching on Kabul yet — instead Mr. Abdullah reports he 
wants to clear the Taleban from the northern provinces first. 

The Taleban are currently facing an oposition of coalition 
allies made up of Commander Masood. ethnic Uzbek 
General Abdul Malik and the Shiite religious minority fac- 
tion called Hezb-i-Wahdai based in central Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile, Turkmenistan’s Vice-Premier and Foreign 
Minister Boris Shikhmuradov said Sunday he believed war- 
ring Afghan factions were ready for peace. 

“I have a feeling that all Afghans are prepared for a peace- 
ful settlement,” the official Pakistani news agency (AFP) 
quoted Mr. Shikhmuradov as saying after a two-day visit to 
Pakistan. 

He said all Afghan factions should come to thejaegouat- 
ing table because only an intra- Afghan dialogue could bring 

peace. . . . _ 

The Taleban militia, which controls about two-thirds or 
Afghanistan, is battling opposition forces on several fronts 
north of the capital, Kabul. 

Mr. Shikhmuradov, who held separate talks with Foreign 
Minister Gohar Ayub Khan and the pro-Taleban ambas- 
sador to Islamabad, Shahabuddin Dilaw ar, on Saturday, 
said his country had no differences with Pakistan over 
regional policy. “We have no contradictions with Pakistan 
over regional and bilateral issues.” he said, but made clear 
Turkmenistan had no immediate plans to follow 
Islamabad’s lead in recognising the Taleban administration 
as the legitimate Afghan government. 

“We fully understand moves initialed by Pakistan.” he 
said, apparently referring to Pakistan’s May 25 recognition 
of the Taleban. ‘Turkmenistan is a U.N. member and will 
strictly follow all U.N. rules and regulations,” he added. 

The United Nations has yet to decide whether Afghanis- 
tan’s seat at the world body should go to the Taleban. who 
captured Kabul from then- President Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

Pakistan recognised the Taleban shortly after the militia 
moved into the northern capital of Mazar-i-Sharif in 
alliance with ethnic Uzbek troops who had mutinied against 
northern opposition leader General Abdul Rashid Dostum. 

Mr. S hikhm uradov said Iran, Pakistan, Turkmenistan and 
other regional nations had agreed to work together for 
peace in Afghanistan at last month’s summit meeting of the 
Economic Cooperation Organisation in the Turkmen capi- 
tal, Ashgabat. 
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Freak storm strikes the Netherlands; injures 40 



AMSTERDAM (R) — 
Around 40 people were in- 
jured and one woman; was 
missing after & freak power- 
ful -storm battered the Ne- . : 
theifends Satdftiay; - capsiz- 
ing boats, uprooting trees 
and disrupting train ser- 
vices. 

A spokesman for the 
Dutch coastguard described 
the situation as chaotic, with 
many capsized vessels. 
Some were off the coast but 
the most serious problems 
concerned pleasure craft on 
the huge inland Ijsselmeer 
Lake, just north of Amster- 
dam. 

Coast Guard boats and 
helicopters were alerted to 


rescue people thrown over- 
board in more than 100 sep- 
arate* incidents: Many of 
those in trouble were wind- 
surfers.- "There^>were no- 
deaths reported, he said. u. . . 

‘There are many people in 
trouble, the storm is moving 
very fast. We are trying to 
get everybody out of the 
water.” 

The missing woman had 
been in a hire boat on the 
Ijsselmeer. 

The spokesman said the 
storm, packing force 10 
winds, first appeared in the 
south-west of the country in 
the early afternoon, reach- 
ing Amsterdam around an 
hour and a half later. It has 


since moved swiftly on 
north-eastwards. 

In othe&paits of.thecounr. . 
try, trainsiweiejseverely.disTiu 
m rupted andjtjafipc across the,-.; 
. . main bridge-ip, £be port city,,., 
of Rotterdam stopped due lo 
an overturned car. Witnes- 
ses there reported debris 
and uprooted trees littering 
the streets. 

Rotterdam was particular- 
ly badly affected. “We have 
a few people injured by 
falling trees but nothing 
more serious. A few also fell 
overboard from boats that 
capsized but thankfully we 
have recovered them ail” a 
police spokesman told Reu- 
ters. 


At Rotterdam Airport four 
small planes were badly 
■damaged .fey ^ high, , 

An airport. -spokes man .said, 
die planes* were grounded at- 
-the .time- 1 and = -international 
traffic was unaffected. 

At the country’s main 
Schiphol Airport in Amster- 
dam, planes were slightly 
delayed but there was no 
damage. 

The high winds uprooted 
trees across the country. In 
the Southwestern town of 
Beigen-Op-Zoom, about 20 
people were reported to 
have been injured by a mar- 
quee collapsing. 
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Dozens die in India temple blaze, stampede 


THANJAVUR, (R) — 

Dozens of Hindu worship- 
pers died when a fire erupt- 
ed in an 11th-century tem- 
ple in southern India and set 
off a stampede among pa- 
nic-stricken devotees, au- 
thorities said Sunday. 

Police in Thanjavur, 320 
kilometres southwest of the 
capital of Tamil Nadu State 
Madras, said 37 bodies had 
been recovered following 
the blaze and ensuing chaos 
on the eve of a major Hindu 
celebration in the historic 
temple town. 

Two more victims died 
later in hospital, they said. 

They said 90 people were 
injured, 44 of them serious- 
ly, in the incident which oc- 
curred at about 7 p.m. ( 1 330 
GMT) Saturday. Many of 
the injured were burned. 

Earlier, police in Madras 
said at least 50 were killed 
and 100 injured, while the 
Press Trust of India (PT1) 
said at least 60, including 28 
women and five children, 
died. 

Local authorities said 
most of the victims were 
trampled when thousands of 


worshippers rushed to 
escape the flames which 
engulfed a temporary tent 
made out of coconut leaves. 

“Flames and smoke were 
pouring out of the temple,” 
resident G. Srinivasan told 
Reuters. “People were run- 
ning every which way, fal- 
ling on one another in total 
darkness." 

Witnesses said there was 
only one exit and many de- 
votees, including women 
and children, were prevent- 
ed from leaving by barri- 
cades set up to control the 
crowd. 

"I was standing inside the 
complex when a child and 
woman were caught in the 
stampede.” said Kaliyamur- 
thy. a guard who was on 
duty at the time. “I tried to 
pull them out but the child 
died. Fortunately I managed 
to save the woman.” 

“When I saw the child 
dying in my hands, I faint- 
ed" 

Many were trampled to 
death after tripping on bam- 
boo sticks or urns, while 
others were suffocated in 
the rush to the exit. 


Authorities said the blaze 
started when a fire cracker 
that was lit outside the 
sprawling temple complex 
ignited the coconut leaves 
spread as a tent. 

T was praying when sud- 
denly I saw fire at the comer 
of the tent,” Pichai, 55, said 
“People fell on me and 
asked for help. I caught hold 
of the pole and yelled for 
help. Police then pulled me 
out.” 

Bribadeeswara, known as 
“big temple," was built in 
the 11th century by the 
Hindu King Rajaraja Chola. 
It has been classified as a 
world architectural monu- 
ment by the U.N. Educa- 
tional Scientific and Cultu- 
ral Organisation, United 
News of India said. 

The temple housed the 
biggest Lingam. or symbol 
of a Hindu God’s regenera- 
tive power, in India and the 
temple tower was 66 metres 
high, the tallest in Asia, 
news agencies said It con- 
tains many rare paintings 
and stone inscriptions. 

Witnesses said there was 
little damage to the temple 


as the fire and stampede 
occurred between the outer 
wall and the inner sanctum. 

PTI said rituals were 
under way in the temple 
ahead of the c ulminat ion of 
the Hindu ceremony Kum- 
bhabhisbekam Sunday. The 
ceremony, which was being 
held for the first time in 17 
years, was postponed until 
Monday, police said 

All India Radio noted that 
the accident was the latest 
in a series of fires at reli- 
gious events, citing a blaze 
during a pilgrimage at Mec- 
ca in April in which 343 
Muslim pilgrims died and a 
fire at a Hindu religious ga- 
thering in Eastern India in 
February where 204 people 
died 

“Fire tragedies, especially 
at religious congregations, 
have been increasing in In- 
dia in recent times,” the ra- 
dio said 

“These fire accidents 
make us reflect on the lack 
of precautionary measures 
taken by the organisers, ad- 
ministrators and authorities 
concerned.” 


One dead , three wounded in Danish Biker clash 


COPENHAGEN, (R) — A 
member of the Bandidos 
motorcycle gang was shot 
dead in Denmark Saturday 
in what police said was the 
latest clash in a Nordic 
biker war with the rival 
Hell's Angels that had 
already taken nine lives. 

Police in the seaside town 
of Liseleje, 30 kilometres 
northwest of Copenhagen, 
said four members of the 
Bandidos gang were hit by a 
burst fired from an automat- 
ic weapon from a passing 
car as they left a hamburger 


bar. One of them was killed 
and the other three were 
wounded 

Witnesses said two or 
three men were in the car, 
which drove off after the 
shooting. Police set up road- 
blocks in the area in an 
effort to catch the attackers. 

Last Wednesday a car 
bomb exploded at a Bandi- 
dos clubhouse in the Nor- 
wegian town of Drammen, 
killing a woman passer-by 
and prompting Prime Mi- 
nister Thorbjoera Jagland to 
promise to crack down on 


the Nordic offshoots of U.S. 
motorcycle clans. 

A Nordic vendetta bet- 
ween the two gangs has fes- 
tered since 1993 when the 
Bandidos first began to 
challenge the Hell’s Angels 
for dominance in the region. 

A member of the Hell’s 
Angels-affiliated Rednecks 
died in a gunfight with Ban- 
didos in Sweden in 1994 
and two Bandidos were 
killed in Sweden and Fin- 
land in the following two 
years. 

Full-scale war erupted in 


March 1996 when gunmen 
outside Copenhagen Airport 
shot dead Danish Ban dido 
leader Uffe Larsen and 
wounded three of his com- 
panions. 

A Danish Bandidos mem- 
ber was fatally shot in the 
head near the Norwegian 
town of Drammen in July 
that year and in October; in 
an apparent act of revenge, 
a shoulder-fired missile 
ploughed into Hell’s Angels 
headquarters in Copenha- 
gen, killing a member and a 
women party guest 


Fighters of the Islamic Taleban militia crouch in the debris of a destroyed house as they aim a rocket-propelled 
grenade launcher at opposition forces in the town of Jabal Os-Siraj, north of Kabul (Reuter photo) 

Albanian South Korean military plays up 

court rejects ^ an g er Q f war w i t j t North Korea 
favour for 

small parties 

TIRANA (Agencies) — 

The Constitutional Court in 
Albania has rejected part of 
the electoral code which 
would have given small 
parties the right to parlia- 
mentary representation 
whatever their seme in the 
June 29 elections, Albanian 
news agency (ATA) report- 
ed. 

The idea was to give 
small parties 30 out of 40 
seats to be allocated on a 
proportional basis in the 
155-seat parliament The 
Constitutional Court ruled 
that the measure would 
‘■violate the equality of dti- 
r zens and voters.” u ' fo 
- The choice of the voting 
system for "the' upcoming 
' polls was a major bone 'm 
contention among the lead- 
ing parties. The- ex-Com- 
munist Socialist Party of 
Prime Minister Bashkim 
Fino wanted a proportional 
system while President Sali 
Berisha’s Democratic Party 
(DP) favoured a majority 
system. 

The parties finally com- 
promised with 115 deputies 
to be elected by majority 
vote and 40 on a proportion- 
al basis. 

The DP protested at the 
court ruling saying it was a 
“punishment for the small 
parties.” The DP said the 
electoral law had been ne- 
gotiated under the aegis of 
the Organisation for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in 
Europe in order to “encour- 
age the creation of a truly 
pluralist parliament”. 

The eight small parties 
said, they might reconsider 
their decision to take part in 
the election. 

In another development, a 
curfew imposed on March 2 
after weeks of civil strife, 
was shortened by one hour 
from Saturday. Interior 
Minister Belul Celo was 
quoted on television as say- 
ing. 

The curfew now runs from 
10:00 p.m. (2000 GMT) to 
05:00 a.m. (0300 GMT). 

The curfew was already 
eased at the be ginnin g of 
June and a ban on public 
gatherings was lifted. 

The measures are part of 
gradual lifting of a state of 
emergency imposed at the 
height of an armed revolt 
triggered by the collapse at 
tile beginning of the year of 

several shady savings 
schemes whose activities 
were tolerated by the au- 
thorities. 

Meanwhile, The head of 
the Organisation for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in Eu- 
rope (OSCE) mission to Al- 
bania, Franz Vranitzky, arri- 
ved in Tirana Sunday to dis- 
cuss preparations for elec- 
tions due later this month. 

Mr. Vranitzky, who made 
no statement upon his arri- 
val, was to meet with Presi- 
dent Berisha and Prime 
Minister Fmo to discuss the 
run-up to early legislative 
elections June 29. 

He also planned to meet 
with OSCE observers and 
the Italian commander of the 
multinational force which 
arrived in Albania in April. 

“““““ * T*— — kamc a wwir grroi- , ri . » — 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korean military leaders 
. have played up the danger 
of an inter-Korean war. 
after their request for a 12.5 
per cent rise in next year’s 
expenditure triggered an 
outcry from budget plan- 
ners. 

In a session Saturday with 
top commanders. Defence 
Minister Kim Dong- Jin 
ordered the country's de- 
fence posture be tightened, 
citing the danger of armed 
provocation by the North. 

Alarmed by an exchange 
of fire last week between 
South and North Korean 
patrol boats near their mar- 
itime border, Mr. Kim ac- 
cused Pyongyang of build- 
ing up its readiness for war 
despite its crumbling econ- 
omy' 'and 'Worsening- - food 

The- brief skirmish 'In the 
Yellow Sea coincided with 
a South Korean government 
demand for next year’s total 
budget to be increased to 
93.62 trillion won ($105 
billion). 

The proposed total 1998 
budget is 31.1 per cent 
higher than this year’s and 
has surprised the supervis- 
ing budget office, which has 
campaigned for austerity 
and wants to keep the 
growth of die budget down 
to a single digit. 

“With the prospects for 
tax revenues uncertain in 
accordance with the slow- 
ing economy, we plan to 
curb next year’s budget 
growth at a single digit," a 
Finance and Economy Mi- 
nistry official told reporters 
Thursday. 

The budget planner called 
on government agencies to 
observe guidelines so that 
the single digit target could 
be met 

If achieved, it would be 
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the first time in 14 years 
budget growth was under 10 
per cent, and would mean a 
budget of 78 trillion won in 
total. 

But the Defence Ministry 
justified its proposed 1998 
spending of 15.51 trillion 


won. a 12.5 per cent inc- 
rease on this year's figure, 
on the grounds that it was 
the minimum needed to 
maintain South Korea s de- 
fences against the rival 
North’s 1.05 million-strong 
armed forces. 

Defence is the largest sin- 
gle sector in the budget. 

*" A military official mean- 
while told Yonhap News 
Agency that expenditure 
was also needed to counter 
potential or actual buildups 
by other neighbouring 
countries. 

“Along with conventional 
weapons to check the- 
North's threat. South Korea 
needs more advanced eq- 
uipment to counter a mili- 
tary buildup by Japan and 
- China,” the official told the 
' ageh'ey Sunday. 

He- urged a double-digit 
'"increase be permitted in 
order to establish a defence 
network against North Ko- 
rean missiles, calling them a 
serious threat to South 
Korea’s security. 

“People should under- 
stand the fact that the mili- 
tary should spend a huge 
amount of money for de- 
fence restructuring,” the of- 
ficial was quoted as saying. 

South Korea has been 
technically at war with 
North Korea since their 
three-year war in the early 
1950s. which ended with a 
truce agreement and left the 
peninsula divided by a high- 
ly volatile demilitarised 
zone. 

Negotiations are under 
way in New York between 
the two hostile Koreas 
aimed at eventually replac- 
ing the truce agreement 
with a lasting peace treaty, 
under the sponsorship of 
Washington which has 
some 37,000 U.S. troops 
stationed in the South. 


Former Karachi police chief 
held in Bhutto murder case 


KARACHI (AFP) — Pakis- 
tani police detained Kara- 
chi’s former police chief 
Sunday in connection with 
the murder of Mir Murtaza 
Bhutto, the estranged broth- 
er of former premier Bena- 
zir Bhutto, officials said. 

Sboaib Suddle, who head- 
ed the city’s police at the 
time of the killing last Sep- 
tember, was detained under 
a law which allows the gov- 
ernment to arrest a person 
considered a threat to public 
order for 30 days. 

A provincial official said 
it was feared he might try to 
leave Pakistan if he were 
allowed to remain at liberty. 

“We have detained him on 
the basis that he may leave 
the country,” the senior offi- 
cial of the Sind government 
told AFP. A hostel known as 
police club where suddle 
has been staying, has been 
declared a sub-jail after his 
detention early Sunday. 

A heavy police presence 
has been deployed around 
the building, reserved for 
police officials, and Mr. 
Suddle is to to be held there. 

# Mr. Suddle is accused of 
involvement in a conspiracy 


case linked to the killing of 
Murtaza in September last 
year, but has not yet been 
formally charged. 

He had earlier obtained 
bail before arrest, a form of 
temporary protection from 
detention allowed in Pakis- 
tan if charges are believed 
to be pending. 

Such bail normally ends 
once a case is formally 
lodged by police. 

The former premier's hus- 
band As if Ali Zardari, for- 
mer Intelligence Bureau 
chief Masood Sharif, and 17 
police officials are already 
m jail pending trial on char- 
ges related to the murder 
conspiracy case. 

Murtaza and seven col- 
leagues were gunned down 
in a night-time shootout 
with police in the often vio- 
lent economic capital on 
Sept. 20. 

At the time Murtaza was 
involved in a public dispute 
with his estranged sister, 
and had accused her gov- 
ernment of corruption^ He 
was also seen as her politi- 
cal rival. 

Mr. Suddle's detention 
came a week after a three- 


member tribunal investigat- 
ing the killing submitted its 
report to the government of 
Premier Nawaz Sharif. 

The government has not 
decided whether to publish 
the findings of the tribunal, 
which is headed by a Sup- 
reme Court judge, although 
it is believed to contain 
strong recommendations. 

The panel was formed by 
Benazir Bhutto's govern- 
mem in October last year, 
shortly before her dismissal 
on Nov. 5 by President Fa- 
rooq Ahmad Leghari amid 
charges of corruption. 

Ms. Bhutto's Pakistan 
peoples' party was crushed 
general elections in Feb- 
ruary, when Mr. Sharif's Pa- 
kistan Muslim League won 
a landslide victory. 

A court hearing into the 
conspiracy case said Satur- 
day charges would be framed 
against Mr. Zardari and the 
others accused on June 14. 

The court has already 
declared Bhutto’s former 
Sind chief minister, Abdul- 
lah Shah, an absconder after 
he failed to appear. ak 

Two police officials were * 
also said to be- on the run. 
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A .Patrol pf Revolutionary United Front rebels patrol through downtown Freetown. The rebels, who joined forces 
with the junior officers who initiated the recent coup continue to consolidate their hold on the Sierra Leonean cap- 
ital (Renter photo) 

S. Leone coup leaders reiterate plea for compromise 


FREETOWN ( APj — Sier- 
ra Leone’s renegade lead- 
ers. facing threats of inter- 
national condemnation and 
rising chaos among their 
troops, appealed for "a com- 
promise with Nigerian for- 
ces trying to restore the 
elected government. 

But Nigeria stood its 
ground Friday, saying noth- 
ing less than the return of 
ousted President Ahmad Te- 
jan Kabbah would do. 

Marauding rebel troops 
continued looting and beat- 
ing civilian residents of the 
capital, and warned the few 
remaining foreigners to get 
out. The terror has kept citi- 
zens indoors and shut down 
the country, bur coup lead- 
ers warned Friday of mass 
firings if workers did not 
show up at their jobs by 
Monday. 

The renegades, led by Ma- 
jor Johnny Paul Koroma, 
had offered a partial com- 
promise Thursday. They 
said Mr. Kabbah could re- 
turn — but not as president 
— if Nigeria agreed to 
release Foday Sankoh, a jer . 
bel leader whom Maj. Koro- 
ma has invited to help run 
the country. Mr. Sankoh is 
under arrest in Nigeria on 
gun-running charges. 


On Friday, a member of 
the Armed Forces Revolu- 
tionaiy Council, the group 
of soldiers that launched the 
coup, assembled foreign 
journalists to repeal the 
plea. 

“We have been hearing 
negative information that 
we do not want to negoti- 
ate,” Colonel Abdul Sesay 
said. “We are confident that 
if there are negotiations, we 
can come to a solution. We 
can resolve the issue amica- 
bly." 

The coup leaders also said 
they wanted io “renew” 
Sierra Leone's commitment 
to the United Nations, Orga- 
nisation of African Unity, 
and the Economic Commu- 
nity of West African States 
— all of which have con- 
demned the May 25 coup 
and indicated their support 
for military power to re- 
verse it. 

“It is our resolve to sort 
things out militarily if it is 
necessary." The Nigerian 
co mman der of the West Af- 
rican Peacekeeping Force, 
Major-General Victor Malu, 
was quoted as saying in Fri- 
day's Lagos Guardian 
newspaper. “I think (Maj. 
Koroma) is very much 
scared of what the Nigerian 


troops particularly can do.” 

Gen. Malu repeated his 
assertion that the Nigerian 
naval bombardment of rene- 
gade bases in Freetown 
Monday was just a taste of 
things to come. Action “to 
actually get the rebels out of 
Freetown has not begun." 
he said. 

Nigeria, Ghana and Gui- 
nea have all sent troops to 
Sierra Leone. 

Maj. Koroma has said loo- 
ters will be shot on sight, 
yet looting continued una- 
bated. He warned soldiers to 
stay in their barracks, but 
they continued to roam the 
streets in plain clothes, 
sometimes settling old 
scores with summary kil- 
lings. 

One U.S. citizen, who 
asked not to be identified, 
said Friday that two gun- 
men visited him, told him 
all his property was confis- 
cated and that he should 
leave the country. 

“They looted my house, 
and place of business and 
they took everything,” said 
a Free town-bom Lebanese 
building contractor, who 
spoke on condition of ano- 
nymity. “They put a gun to 
my head and told me they 
do not want any more for- 


eigners here in this coun- 
ty" 

Among the renegades’ tar- 
gets are the country’s lucra- 
tive mining interests. Fo- 
reign workers in the central, 
diamond-rich Koidu region 
held out until the middle of 
this week, then fled in char- 
tered helicopters. 

The renegades also have 
targeted journalists. 

Philip Neville, the editor 
of the Weekly Standard 
Times, was hospitalised 
Thursday after being beaten 
in his home by armed men 
angered by his reporting. 

Sylvester Rogers, a BBC 
stringer, went into hiding 
Friday after receiving death 
threats. 

Mutinous soldiers 

launched the coup with a 
May 25 prison break, 
releasing Maj. Koroma and 
700 hardened criminals. 
Maj. Koroma said he staged 
the coup to preserve a peace 
accord with rebels who 
waged! s£’ sik-year civil war 
that end£d in November. 

He acc'used Mr. Kabbah of 
dividing the country along 
tribal lines and causing the 
November peace accord to 
collapse. 


U.S. envoy: New killing s in former Zaire must stop 


i 


KISANGANI (R) — U.S. 
envoy Bill Richardson called 
for an end to killings of civil- 
ians in the Democratic Re- 
public of the Congo, after 
President Laurent Kabila said 
he would help a UN. probe 
into reported massacres of 
refugees. 

Mr. Richardson, Washing- 
ton’s ambassador to the 
United Nations, told repor- 
ters at a transit camp for 
Rwandan and Burundian 
Hutu refugees, near the eas- 
tern city of Kisangani, Satur- 
_^day that reports of wide- 
~ spread killings continue. 

"All of us, the new govern- 
ment of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo,*its neigh- 
bours and the international 
community have the respon- 
sibility to stop die killings of 
innocent civilians," Mr. 
Richardson said. 

Mr. Kabila's takeover last 
month as president of Afri- 
ca's third largest country, 
after a seven-month bush 
war. has been coloured by 
reports that his soldiers have 
been systematically killing 


ethnic Hutu refugees in areas 
they control. 

His alliance of Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of 
Congo (ADFL) denies mas- 
sacres took place and Pre- 
sident Kabila Saturday gave 
Mr. Richardson his pledge 
that an enquiry by UN. hu- 
man rights investigators 
would be given every assis- 
tance. 

An earlier mission to in- 
vestigate reported massacres 
was stopped from working by 
Mr. Kabila's soldiers — 
many of whom are ethnic 
Tutsis whose origins lie in 
Rwanda. 

“We are delighted that 
President Kabila has made 
this declaration and we are 
looking forward to its imp- 
lementation on the ground, 
which of course is essential,” 
said Pierce Gerety, UN. 
humanitarian coordinator. 

Mr. Richardson said Mr. 
Kabila had agreed that an 
advance team would arrive in 
Congo on June 20 so that the 
investigation could begin on 
July 7. He also said Mr. 


Kabila had agreed to prose- 
cutions for violations of inter- 
national law. 

The refugees are the rump 
of over a million who fled 
Rwanda fearing reprisals in 
1994 after Hutu hardliners 
slaughtered hundreds of 
thousands of minority Tut- 
sis. 

The UN. refugee agency 
says some 815,000 have re- 
turned home since last No- 
vember, while 46.000 have 
been found and about 

247.000 remain unaccounted 
for. 

Tutsis from Rwanda are 
some of Mr. Kabila’s main 
allies. The refugees include 
many civilians but also fight- 
ers of Rwanda’s forma - Hutu 
army who were blamed for 
the genocide. 

As Mr Richardson left the 
Kilometre 11 Camp that is 
temporary home to around 

2.000 people, another 14 were 
brought from the bush in a 
truck. 

Most were barely able to 
walk, on legs thar were little 
more than bones with a loose 


veil of skin. 

Many appeared to have dif- 
ficulty gripping the blankets 
and plastic bags of biscuits 
they were given by aid work- 
era to try and ensure their sur- 
vival after months in thick 
forests. 

“Every day some come in 
like this,” UN. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees pro- 
tection officer, Kanina 
Lumpp said, “Our teams go 
up to 30 kilometres into the 
forests to find them.” 

The number of refugees 
arriving now is a slow trickle 
compared to April and May 
when over 40,000 refugees 
were repatriated to Rwanda. 
At least 80,000 refugees were 
reportedly living near Kisan- 
gani before the ADFL arrived 
in March. 

Mr. Richardson is heading a 
team of over a dozen experts 
from different branches of the 
U.S. administration, who will 
brief Mn Kabila’s government 
on international expectations 
after die overthrow of the 
president of the former Zaire, 
Mobutu Sese Seko. 


Ferocious battles rage as Sri 
Lankan troops take Tiger land 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Fe- 
rocious fighting raged in 
northern Sri Lanka as thou- 
sands of elite army com- 
mandos kept up a major of- 
fensive against Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas. leaving 116 dead 
on both sides, officials said 
Sunday. 

Troops backed by tanks 
and helicopter gunships 
pushed deeper into territory 
held by the separatist Libe- 
ration Tiger s of Tamil Ee- 
lam (LTTE) as pan of a 
fresh onslaught resumed 
Friday, the Defence Minis- 
try said. 

A Ministry spokesman 
said that 21 bodies of Tiger 
rebels were, recovered fol- 
lowing Sarufday’s fighting, 
raising Tiger casualties to 
91 since fighting erupted 
Friday. 

‘Troops moving with the 
support of armour and artil- 
lery came under enemy re- 
sistance," he said. ‘Techni- 
cal sources confirmed that 
air and artillery attacks 
made direct hits on the ter- 
rorists causing heavy casu- 
alties." 


Since Friday. 25 security 
personnel have been killed 
and more than 60 wounded 
in fierce close-range fight- 
ing. the spokesman said, ad- 
ding thar troops continued 
to consolidate Sunday in 
newly-taken areas. 

There was no immediate 
word from the LTTE about 
the latest fighting which 
erupted Friday ending a 1 3- 
day lull. However, the 
group’s clandestine radio 
said they lost 1 5 cadres, inc- 
luding two women Friday. 

The” Voice of Tigers radio 
said there was heavy fight- 
ing at VUakkuvaithyakulam 
in the district of Vavuniya in 
Friday. 

’Two women cadres were 
among the 15 who were 
killed," the radio said. It did 
nor give details of fighting 
nor the casualties among 
government forces, numbe- 
ring two divisions, or 
20.000 men. 

Defence sources said gov- 
ernment forces were a short 
distance away from the 
rebel stronghold of Puliyan- 
kulam, located along a vital 


highway to the northern pe- 
ninsula of Jaffna, after figh- 
ting Friday. 

Troops have another 60 
kilometres to go before 
they will be able to open the 
road to Jaffna through re- 
bel-infested jungle areas 
and Defence sources said 
the campaign could take 
weeks, if not months. 

As troops mounted pres- 
sure on the rebels from iwo 
flanks, the guerrillas in a 
statement from their Lon- 
don office said diseases 
were spreading uncontrol- 
lably in the region of Wanni 
which is under their control. 

“Cholera, typhoid, diar- 
rhoea, dysentery, scabies, 
malaria, cerebral malaria 
and common fever are ram- 
pant." the LTTE said in the 
statement sent here from its 
London office. 

It accused the government 
of imposing an embargo on 
medicines going in to rebel 
held areas, a charge denied 
by the authorities. 

In the first phase of the 
offensive begun on May 13. 
some 120 soldiers were 


killed while the military es- 
timated Tiger casualties at 
over 300 killed. The Tigers 
say they lost only S2 and 
claim they have killed more 
soldiers. 

The Tiger guerrillas are 
leading a drawn-out cam- 
paign for independence in 
the island's northern and 
eastern regions. More than 

50.000 people have been 
killed in the separatist con- 
flict in the past 25 years. 

Meanwhile, a newspaper 
reported Sunday that the 
Tiger rebels have thrown 
disabled fighters into “sui- 
cide attacks” against gov- 
ernment troops in the guer- 
rillas' northern stronghold. 

“A government official 
who arrived in the army- 
controlled area confirmed 
that the LTTE was provid- 
ing training to its cadres 
who have been crippled in 
previous operations to carry 
out suicide attacks.” the 
Independent Sunday Times 
said. 

The LTTE's suicide bom- 
bers are known as the 
“Black Tigers.” 


Congo Brazzaville call 
for truce goes unheeded 


BRAZZAVILLE, (R) — A 
call for a ceasefire in the 
Congolese capital Brazza- 
ville went unheeded Sun- 
day as the army and a polit- 
ical militia clashed for a 
fourth day. 

A French soldier was shot 
dead and five others 
wounded in a firefight with 
unruly troops Saturday as 
they evacuated foreign resi- 
dents who had been trapped 
in a building by gunfire. 

Shooting in the business 
district went on into the 
early hours of the morning 
and resumed at 5 a.m. 
(0400 GMT) after a lull of 
about two hours. 

“We have been attacked 
and we are-exercising -oor 
right to self-defence/' for- 
mer President Denis Sassou 
Nguesso told Radio France 
International 

The battles pitting his fol- 
lowers against troops loyal 
to President Pascal Lissou- 
ba began Thursday aftei 
troops surrounded Mr. 
Nguesso’s home to enforce 
a ban on private militias in 
the runup to July 27 presi- 
dential elections. 

President Ussouba’s 
prime minister, Charles 
David Ganao, told state 
radio Saturday night the 
polls would go ahead as 
planned and called for a 
halt to fighting and looting 
in the city. 

There was no reliable 
death toll for the Brazza- 
ville clashes although po- 
lice sources spoke of sever- 
al dozen dead and many 
more wounded. 

Mr. Ganao said President 
Lissouba — whose where- 
abouts were unclear — had 
accepted a mediation offer 
from Gabon’s President 
Omar Bongo, and a propos- 
al for all-party talks from 
Bernard Kolelas, the mayor 
of Brazzaville and Mr. 
Lissouba’s main political 
opponent. 

Supporters of Mayor Ko- 
lelas have not been drawn 
into the fighting as in 1993 
when 2,000 people were 
killed in the capital. His 
Bacongo stronghold is 


calm. 

A group of 44 U.S. citi- 
zens who flew over the 
Congo River from Brazza- 
ville to Kinshasa, the capi- 
tal of Laurent Kabila’s 
Congo, said their plane was 
fired upon. 

“Shots were fired at the 
airplane and we saw red 
tracer bullets going past," 
Stan Hotelan, of the Chris- 
tian Alliance Mission, told 
Reuters in Kinshasa. 

Mr. Sassou Nguesso, a 
former Marxist military 
leader named president in 
1979, was voted out in 
1992 after the advent of 
democratic reform. He has 
.accused Mr. Lissouba. who 
... won the 1992 jjresidential 
election, of fomenting vio- 
. lence to poitpbne next 
month’s election. 

President Lissouba, Mr. 
Sassou Nguesso and 1992 
runner-up Mayor Kolelas 
are likely to be the front- 
runners among about a 
dozen candidates. 

The French Defence 
Ministry in Paris said the 
soldier was killed when 
"uncontrolled elements” of 
the Congolese army Fired 
on them as they evacuated 
foreign residents, including 
French nationals, who had 
been pinned down in a 
building by firing. 

The Ministry said the 
operation had the approval 
of Congolese authorities 
and a senior Congolese ar- 
my officer who was with 
the French troops was 
wounded. 

Fighting in the north 
between supporters of Mr. 
Sassou Nguesso and former 
President and Prime Mi- 
nister Jacques Joachim 
Yhombi Opango, Mr. 
Lissouba's campaign man- 
ager, has killed 16 people in 
under a month. 

Government officials said 
troops had gone to Mr. 
Sassou Nguesso 's home 
Thursday to arrest members 
of his entourage on murder 
charges in connection with 
the incidents in the north. 
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U.S. ethics panel urges ban on human cloning 


WASHINGTON (R) — A U.S. ethics panel recommended 
Saturday that Congress enact legislation to ban the cloning 
of entire human beings for now but allow the cloning of 
..human embryos for private laboratory research. 

* Under the scenario proposed by the National Bioethics 
Advisory Commission, scientists or doctors could make 
cloned human embryos for research purposes but would be 
prohibited from implanting them into women s wombs to 
make viable babies. . . ... 

“Human cloning that leads to the birth of a child should be 
forbidden by law for at least three to five years, the panel 
said in its report which will be sent to President Bill 
Clinton Monday. . 

Mr. Clinton asked the advisory group m February to 
review the complex legal and ethical ramifications of 
cloning after scientists in Scotland reported they had clonal 
a Iamb — which they named Dolly — from a single cell 
taken from an adult sheep. ... . . 

Their success was controversial, raising the prospect that 
the procedure could be used to make humans genetically 
identical to an existing man or woman. 

The U.S. commission of 18 scientists, lawyers and the- 
ologians was faced with trying to reconci le, th e views ot 
opponents of cloning who regard it as an affront to nature 
and demand a complete ban, and supporters who see it as a 
■^tunning scientific breakthrough with promising medical 


repercussions. 

Polls taken shortly after the announcement of the cloning 
of Dolly showed 90 per cent of Americans opposed human 
cloning. 

In March, President Clinton broadened his 1994 prohibi- 
tion on government-funded human embryo research to 
include federal funding of human cloning work, saying it 
raised deep concerns “given our most cherished concepts 
of faith ami humanity." 

"Each h uman life is unique, born of a miracle that reach- 
es beyond laboratory science. I believe we must respect this 
profound gift and resist the temptation to replicate our- 
selves.” he said. 

The panel’s proposal would extend that human cloning 
ban to include privately funded work, but leave in place the 
current policy allowing private embryo research. 

The commission’s recommendations appeared to meet the 
most imm ediate concern of many Americans — that the sci- 
entific procedure that produced Dolly might be used to 
make children who would be exact genetic copies of a sin- 
gle adult. 

But critics complained the commission had not gone far 
enough. Senaror Christopher Bond, a Missouri Republican, 
said it left the door wide open to future cloning. 

“I had hoped that the federal ethics commission would not 
be afraid to make a strong moral statement that human 


cloning is wrong, period, and should be banned, “ he said. 

Sen. Bond, who introduced a bill that would impose a 
total ban on human cloning, said it would be up to Congress 
and state legislatures to resolve the issue. 

The Family Research Council (FRC) accused the com- 
mission of “completely avoiding the subject of ethics." 

“FRC strongly opposes this recommendation ... Such a 
policy is premised on the false assumption that human be- 
ings less than 14 days old are not completely human, there- 
by condoning the destruction of countless numbers of em- 
biyonic children for the sake of 'research’," the organisa- 
tion said. 

American Life League President Judie Brown said the 
commission had made “a terrible mistake." 

“The persistent effort by members of the scientific com- 
munity to redefine the human being and equate him with 
members of the animal kingdom can only lead to moral 
chaos and social ruin,” she said. 

A pharmaceutical industry group welcomed the recogni- 
tion of the importance of genetic research, but said any ban 
on cloning complete human beings should be narrowly 
defined. 

“Any legislative prohibition on the cloning of entire human 
beings must not jeopardise biomedical research that involves 
the cloning of human genes, cells or tissues," ihe Phar- 
maceutical Research and Manufacturers of America said. 


Kinkel advises Poles to sit 
back, relax over NATO 

WARSAW, (R > — German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel. 
visiting his Warsaw counterpart Saturday, advised Poles to 
relax and trust the Western partners thev hope soon to join 
in NATO. 

So easy-going was the informal visit by Mr. Kinkel to 
Poland's Dariusz Rosaii that they rang up new French 
Socialist Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine from a public 
payphone on the street in the east Poland resort town of 
Kazimierz. 

Poland shook off Moscow’s domination with the fall of 
communism in I9S9 and is anxious to join the Western 
alliance quickly. Warsaw’s diplomats ore constantly on 
guard for any possible threats to this process. 

Mr. Kinkei. whose country is among Poland's strongest 
advocates with the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation and 
the European Union, said Poles should have more faith, 
Polish News Agency tPAP) reported. 

“If I was a Pole 1 would sit back in a chair and wait." the 
agency quoted Mr. Kinkel as telling reporters as he and 
Poland’s Rosaii. neckties off. took a WisJa Riverboai 
cruise. 

Mr. Kinkel dismissed fears in the country of nearly 40 
million people that last month's deal between NATO and ! ‘ 
Russia, paving the way for the organisation’s eastward 
enlargement, might mean the two sides. Jjilking aboutaii 
Poland without giving it a say. 

“Poland is too important and too big for anyone to do 
anything over the heads of Poles." Mr. Kinkel was quoted 
as saying. 

Nevertheless Poland’s Rosaii said his country was work- 
ing on ideas for ways to ensure that nothing was decided 
concerning Poland’s security, without its participation, at 
meetings of the new NATO-Russia Council. 

Poland is confident of being in the first group of prospec- 
tive new members which will be asked to start NATO entry 
talks at the defence pact's summit in Madrid in July. 

Polish public television news said the two ministers rang 
France’s Vedrine from the payphone, with congratulations 
on his appointment, after a mobile phone failed to work. 

The public gesture, in front of reporters, was also 
designed to underline the Weimar Triangle, a loose frame- 
work for friendly cooperation between the three countries. 

The French Foreign Ministry - in Paris announced that Mr. 
Vedrine had conferred by telephone with his two fellow 
ministers on forthcoming diplomatic events. 

A Ministry spokesman said Mr. Kinkel and Mr. Vedrine 
discussed an EU summit in Amsterdam on June 16-17 and 
a Franco-German summit set for Friday in the French city 
of Poitiers. 

The Amsterdam EU summit is expected to reach agree- 
ment on a new pact on ELI institutional reforms, intended 
to update the Maastricht Treaty, and will clear the way for 
talks on entrv of new members such as Poland to the union. 


Pope tells huge crowd of 
Poles to nurture freedom 


KRAKOW (R) — Pope 
John Paul told a crowd of 
more than a million Poles 
Sunday that now that they 
had regained freedom after 
nearly half a century of 
communism they should 
use it to spread love and 
truth. 

The Pope attracted the 
biggest crowd of his trip so 
far when a sea of people 
turned out to see him at the 
Blonia Park in Krakow, the 
city where he lived for 
more than 20 years as 
priest, bishop and cardinal. 

The “homecoming" a- 
ttracted more than 1.5 mil- 
lion people, according io 
Polish Government Protec- 
tion Office (UOP) security 
officials at the scene. 


Thousands of banners went 
up in the 4S- hectare field 
as the Pope was driven 
through the crowd in a 
glass-topped Popemobile. 
w The 77-year-old Roman 
Catholic leader spoke in a 
strong voice at the mass, 
which took place the day 
after Saturday's packed 
agenda of four events that 
brought him from his be- 
loved Tatra Mountains to 
Krakow. Lhe last leg of his 
1 1 -day-tour. 

Wearing resplendent gold 
robes billowing in a soft 
breeze, he told the crowd 
that 10 years ago “We had 
before us the problem of 
the discovery of freedom”. 

In 1987. the country was 
still run by Communists. 


Two Apartments And A Studio For Rent 

Both in the same only 2 floor family building, located in the best 
residential area in Amman. 

The first one is 240 sq.m, surrounded by balconies overlooking 
a nice garden. Fully, newly and luxuriously furnished. As the 
location is almost in the central of most foreign embassies in 
Jordan, then it’s very suitable for a CD family. 

The second one is a ground floor independent with its private 
gardEn. Cozy, soundproof, fully furnished and equipped. 

In addition there is a nice studio on the first floor, large roof, 
fully furnished and equipped, independent with a beautiful view. 
If Interested Of Any Please Call 671 509 
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Signal before restart 

THE EGYPTIAN initiative to breathe new life into 
the deadlocked Pales tinian-Israeli peace talks 
appears to be bearing fruit judging by the contents 
of the initiative's five points already disclosed. By 
calling for a halt to all Israeli plans to alter the sta- 
tus of Jerusalem, the freezing of Jewish settlements 
in the rest of the occupied territories and the imple- 
mentation of all agreements, including the opening 
of the Palestinian airport and the road linking the 
Gaza Strip to the West Bank, the stage appears set 
for the relaunching of negotiations. 

In the bargain, Israel seems to have succeeded in 
getting what it wanted in the first place: the imme- 
diate start of parallel talks on final status in a bid to 
determine the future of Jerusalem and the areas in 
which the Netanyahu government seeks to con- 
struct new housing units for Israelis. 

Egypt may have succeeded in convincing Israel to 
put on hold its settlement building plans for the 
duration of the final status talks, which now appear 
poised to be concluded within a few months instead 
of years. On this basis, the Israeli prime minister 
presumably could now sell his people, especially the 
ultranationalist and right-wing elements among 
them, the idea that they would not have to wait for 
too long before they could press ahead with their 
settlement programme rather than halting it alto- 
gether. 

What should count most, though, are the results 
of the final status negotiations. 

If these can be judged by the published map that 
Netanyahu has reportedly drawn up for his state’s 
borders, then a more serious deadlock in the 
renewed talks should be expected. If, on the other 
hand, such a map is placed on the board merely for 
bargaining purposes, which aim to reflect the max- 
imalist Israeli position, it would subsequently be 
possible for a compromise .to emerge. After -all,, no 
party cab 1 impose its vision or demands on the other- 
withou^ ( legitimacy and the bounds of international 
law. *«rti ■ ... 

As His Majesty King Hnssein told the participants 
in the first international leadership programme of 
the United Nations University in Amman Saturday, 
any attempt to redraw the region’s map is totally 
rejected. Jordan, the Arab World and the interna- 
tional community, are, as His Majesty stressed in 
tbat meeting, totally opposed to any attempt to 
change maps in the Middle East be it by Turkey's 
deep incursion in the north of Iraq or by Israel’s 
plans for the West Bank, which includes East 
Jerusalem. 

The crucial step for this stage, in any case, is to 
restart the Paiestinian-Israeli talks where they had 
left off more than three months ago. The sooner this 
takes place, the better it will be for the parties them- 
selves and for the region as a whole. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily discussed the problem of 
the youth during the long summer holidays and blamed 
the concerned authorities for failing to come up with 
satisfactory and effective solutions. The ministries of 
education and youth are the main institutions which 
ought to find the means to help the nearly one million 
school students fill their free time, called the writer 
Nazih. He said that the youth seldom find something to 
do during their leisure time, apart from reading, 
because the two ministries have not acquired facilities 
to help the young men and women carry out useful 
work or exercise useful hobbies during the summer 
holidays. It is true that these two ministries have 
announced programmes for the youth in the summer, 
but the programmes attract very few young people, 
added the writer. It is for this reason that most of the 
youth spend their time in the streets, that more inci- 
dents involving young men occur during the summer 
holidays and that parents complain that their children's 
ill-behaviour increases when schools are closed for the 
long holiday, said the writer. He said that the two min- 
istries. which have meagre means to deal with the situ- 
ation. should be assisted by those organisations and 
non-govemmental institutions which, to date, have 
only offered Jordanian youth lip sen.- ice and no practi- 
cal means to address this serious social problem. 

A WRITER for Al Arab Ai Yawm discussed the ongo- 
ing Turkish aggression on northern Iraq and warned the 
Turkish military that their aggression will adversely 
affect Turkey's domestic, as well as external, from, 
especially Ankara's relations with the Arab and Islamic 
countries. Fuad Dabbour said that perhaps the Turks 
are dreaming of building an empire through the help of 
Israel and the United States, but such an adventure 
would implicate Thrkey dangerous situations with its 
neighbours that would sap its resources. The Turks 
must realise thaL Israel seeks only its own interests and 
that the Jewish state can by no means save the Turks 
from internal strife, explosions on the domestic front 
and wars with Arab and Muslim neighbours or sectari- 
an violence that could erupt at any time as a result of 
irrational policies, warned the writer. At the same time, 
the writer said, the Arab countries should wake up to 
the looming danger poised to its existence and which 
involves Turkey as a tool that is meant to help Israel 
and the U.S. to achieve their hegemony on the Arab 
region. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Electronic business and economics 


IT IS not so long ago that The Economist, the conserva- 
tive British business magazine, published an article about 
the lack of evidence proving the effectiveness of comput- 
ers to increase business efficiency to a level that would 
compensate for the cost of computerisation. At that time 
such an act seemed to fit with the conservative image of 
the magazine and its European character, which usually 
lags behind the U.S. by 50 years in the diffusion of new 

technologies. . . 

However, recently the magazine has changed its spots 
and has been publishing articles on the role of information 
technology and computers, particularly computer net- 
works. in increasing productivity- These articles in The 
Economist, and in almost every other business periodical, 
have been fuelled by the success of the U.S. economy 
(success does not only have many parents, it seems, it also 
has many writers! which, they claim, is based on the 
heavy use of computer networks in business transactions. 

Supply-siders’ theory, which is based on lowering taxes 
for the rich so that wealth would trickle down to the poor, 
received a significant blow in the nineties. Wealth did not 
trickle down; however, the burden of bad*5nd huge gov- 
ernment debt did, as spending on education came to a 
trickle and welfare spending was cut across the board, 
causing somewhat irreparable damage to minorities and 
the underprivileged. 

Wealth failed to trickle down in the Reagan ‘Tieavy bor- 
row-and-spend on the military’' Keynesian years. (John 
Maynard Keynes is the 20th century economist who 
preached government interference in economy through 
fiscal policy). As soon as his second term was over, the 
people discovered that the happiness that was ushered in 


by “the Gipper” (aJca. Reagan) was paid for by their 
future taxes. Borrowing did not alleviate poverty or create 
jobs in the Bush have-war- will-travel deficit spending 
days. So bad was the economy, despite the macho image 
of the U.S., that Bush lost the elections. 

Supply-side economists, who literally saw their theory 
and therefore their policy advice being trashed by the 
absence of a trickle, have been more than annoyed by the 
Clinton economic era, which, among other things, has 
brought with it a significant, prolonged economic recov- 
ery and a golden era that is reminiscent of the sixties with- 
out a Vietnam. But, the supply-siders thinly that their the- 
ory has been redeemed; they have been writing about the 
success of their theory in explaining the current econom- 
ic phenomenon of unemployment and inflati on f allin g 
simultaneously; thus suggesting the failure of the tradi- 
tional Phillips Curve, a negatively sloped curve supposed 
to rise from 40 million in 1996 to 163 million by 2000. 
Furthermore, demand will further increase as consumer 
expectations become even more positive and optimistic 
and trigger further purchasing; only then will prices rise 
as the demand effect becomes so strong that demand out- 
paces output and results in prices rising as producers 
become unable to meet greate r-tban-capacity customer 
requests. Demand-based adjustment policies should 
become handy then. 

Obviously e-business is an important reality. The sup- 
ply-side theorists, who are always trying to fin d justifica- 
tion for their failed teachings, cannot claim victory over 
the demand-aiders. The fact that the U.S. did well during 
the Clinton years speaks well for his policies and eco- 
nomic views — after all it happened on his watch. 


This time the West 
can get it right in Congo 


By Jeffrey D. Sachs 

and Robert I. Rotberg 

CAMBRIDGE, Massa- 
chusetts — The United 
States, France, Belgium, the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank helped create the dis- 
aster of Mobutu Sese Seko’s 
Zaire. Today the West has a 
moral duty to help rebuild 
the country, even if the new 
leader is not making the 
task easy. 

So far, Laurent Kabila has 
shown little interest in shar- 
ing power with the opposi- 
tion. It seems likely that he 
will rely f more on direct mil- 
Itary" support from Uganda,' 
Rwanda and Angola to con- 
solidate his rule than on the 
allegiance of his country- 
men. 

Yet, all uncertainty about 
Mr. Kabila aside, this is the 
moment when well-directed 
Western efforts can have the 
greatest effect in nudging 
the new government 
towards observing basic 
human rights, stabilising the 
economy and restarting 
rudimentary public ser- 
vices. 

Western goodwill should 
be demonstrated first; we 
can hope that Mr. Kabila’s 
can follow. 

How do we ensure that we 


are not creating another 
Mobutu? All aid should be 
provided step by step, con- 
ditional on the gradual 
development of economic 
order, political freedom and 
the rule of law. 

Fust the United States 
should abandon its calls for 
early elections. These will 
have to wait 

The experience of neigh- 
bouring Uganda is instruc- 
tive. Since Yoweri 
Museveni came to power in 
19S6, it has recovered from 
the most harrowing depths 
of violence and economic 
collapse to become one of 
Africa’s fastest-growing 
countries, while improving 
its human rights record. 

Restoring basic public 
order — demilitarising, 
inoculating against infec- 
tious disease, resettling 
refugees, rebuilding roads 
and power plants — is a 
surer underpinning of peace 
and future political recon- 
ciliation than holding elec- 
tions in the midst of chaos. 

This gradual approach has 
also worked for 
Mozambique, which was 
locked in civil war until 
1992 and held free elections 
two years later. 

The West must also work 
with the new government to 
recover the Mobutu clan's 


stolen loot Mr. Mobutu 
pocketed much of the $10 
billion in loans he received 
over the years. Western 
governments, needing a 
cold war ally, looked the 
other way. 

Now the West can seize 
and sell his real estate hold- 
ings in Europe and Africa, 
while European countries 
must step up efforts to 
freeze his bank accounts. 
Any money recovered 
should go to the govern- 
ment of Congo, as the coun- 
try has been renamed. 

The least of Congo's wor- 
ries should be the servicing 
of Mr. Mobutu’s debts. In 
the short term, the country 
should be given legal pro- 
tection to avoid harassment 
by creditors and the seizure 
of its assets abroad. In the 
longer run, Congo needs 
assurances that the West 
will cancel most or all of its 
$14 billion in debt (almost 
three. times its GNP). 

Debt relief in such cases is 
vital. In the early 1990s, 
Poland, for example, was 
destitute, so Western gov- 
ernments and banks forgave 
about $15 billion in out- 
standing loans. Last year 
Poland had Europe’s high- 
est growth rate. 

Congo also needs money 
to pay the police, buy vac- 


cines, support war refugees 
and rebuild roads. 

The government has no 
taxation system and infla- 
tion has rendered the cur- 
rency worthless. The World 
Bank and especially the 
Europeans, historically the 
biggest meddlers in Zaire’s 
affairs, should provide the 
bulk of the hard currency of 
about $900 million in the 
next year. 

For its part, the United 
States should provide some 
money as well as food and 
medicine. It can also do 
more to help relief agencies 
fight disease. 

There can be no illusions 
of quick progress in Congo. 
Its wealth has been pillaged 
for decades. 

Today, the Western 
nations, once agents of 
despair in Zaire, can help 
start the rebuilding of one of 
the most troubled parts of 
the world. 

Jeffrey Sachs, who has 
advised Poland and other 
countries on economic poli- 
cy, directs the Harvard 
Institute for International 
Development. Robert 
Rotberg coordinates the 
institute's southern Africa 
programmes. This article is 
reprinted from The New 
York Tunes. 


LETTERS 


The cost of not caring 

To the Editor: 

1 WANT to thank the Jordan Times for its policy of 
publicising acts of family abuse and violence (includ- 
ing the terrible crimes of honour) and putting its fin- 
ger on social practices which cry for urgent interven- 
tion. at least in the eyes of those citizens who respect 
the right of every human being to physical, social and 
psychological well-being without discrimination of 
gender, age, nationality or religion. 

As a clinical psychologist, I have been dealing pro- 
fessionally with victims of abuse and violence for 
many years both in and outside Jordan. I have accom- 
panied them frequently in their desperate attempts to 
come to terms with experiences that have destroyed 
their trust in themselves and others and made their 
lives a nightmare. Experience taught them never to 
relax but to watch out constantly for danger there- 
fore, they all suffered from tension, anxiety, sleep and 
concentration problems and failure in their academic 
lives. 

I have seen the agony of women and children who 
had no choice but return day after day home to their 
torturers. Some of them turned helplessness and 
anger, resulting from the abuse, against themselves or 
against others, thus confirming the saying that “vio- 
lence breeds violence.” 

In my opinion, allowing domestic violence, emo- 
tional. physical and sexual abuse to continue unabat- 
ed endangers the progress of the Jordanian society in 
at least three ways. 

1 . Many of the numerous victims will never be able 
to contribute effectively as they have lost (or as chil- 
dren could never learn to) trust and hope. 

2. Giving respect to and leaving authority with 
those who perpetrate abuse and violence in "fits of 
fury” casts doubts on the value of some inherited 
leadership concepts. In this respect, I believe that a 
society can only thrive with leaders and authority fig- 
ures who put the well-being of others first and are 
models in self-restraint and control. 

3. Last, but not least it is only through the care for 
the human needs and rights of all, without any dis- 
crimination, that a society can gain and maintain sta- 


bility, balance, prosperity and draw upon the poten- 
tials of all its citizens for sustained and constructive 
development. 

Dr. Josi Salem-Pickartz, 
Amman 


‘Bias ’ on air 


To the Editor: 

ON JUNE 6, Cable News Network (CNN) had as a 
special guest, an Israeli, the newly-elected Labour 
leader Ehud Barak. The name of the show was 
Q&A, and the viewers were invited to call and 
interact live with the guest 

I managed to get through on 001-404-525-6888. 
The first question the person at the other end asked 
me was what was my question. I told him “my 
name is Basim, and I am calling from Jordan, and I 
would like to know if Mr. Barak would see it fit to 
pay war reparations to the Palestinians as the 
Germans have paid to the Jews in order to achieve 
peace.” 

1 I was told to turn down the volume on my TV so 
I could ask the question live and was put on hold 
again. Then another woman came on and asked me 
the same question: I responded the same way. She 
told me that the question would be passed along and 
hung up on me. 

Based on the questions that were put through, that 
obviously presented the same terrorist stereotype of 
Arabs, it is clear to me that the CNN is a biased 
agency that only authorises questions in an subjec- 
tive manner. 

I would like to ask the CNN why they invite indi- 
viduals to call if they plan on censoring questions. 
And is it worth watching a seemingly partial TV 
station? 

Basim Najjar, 
Amman! 


Jordan Tunes, Monday, June 9, 1997 

Human Rights File 

Man’s^well-being 

is above all other 

considerations 


By Waleed M. Sadi 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince 

Has son’s stand on the 
place all citizens 
should occupy in our 
society, especially 
wi thin the macro-eco- 
nomic planning, is 
clear as ne constantly 
reminds that develop- 
ment, in all its dimen- 
sions and sectors, must 
have a human face. 

Few days ago. when 
the Crown Prince visit- 
ed the southern regions 
of the country, he 
strongly asked for the 
well-being of all 
Jordanians to be made 
a top priority in any 
development scheme. 

That was not the first 
time Prince Hass an 
reiterated this article of 
faith in humanitarian 
considerations within 
the framework of 
development, especial- 
ly in the economic 
sphere. During his 
recent trip to several 
European capitals, the 
Crown Prince repeated 
his call for the inclu- 
sion of humanitarian 
considerations in all 
efforts to articulate 
development plans. 

Prince Hassan has 
reminded policy mak- 
ers, time and again, 
that it is imperative 
not to pursue develop- 
ment at the expense of 
the welfare and well- 
being of each and 
every citizen, especial- 
ly the most deprived. It 
has been saia, in this 
context, that Prince 
Hassan had expressed 
reservations about lift- 
ing food subsidies by 
the former government 
of Abdul Karim 
Kabariti even though it 
appeared that lifting 


them was sound from a 
strictly economic point 
of view. What is dis- 
turbing is the sugges- 
tion that few of our 
policy makers are able 
or willing to pick up 
the signals coming 
their way from the 
Crown Prince regard- 
ing the urgent need to 
put human considera- 
tions above all other 
objectives. 

Prince Hassan 's total 
and unwavering com- 
mitment to the well- 
being of the average 
Jordanian, especially 
those citizens living 
below the poverty line, 
goes back a long way. 
at the time when he co- 
chaired the 

Independent 
Commission on 
International 
Humanitarian Issues 
(ICIHI) in the early 
eighties. For those 
who are keen to get 
acquainted with the 
Prince's concepts on 
the subject, ail that 
they need to do is read 
carefully, thoughtfully 
and seriously the pro- 
posals and recommen- 
dations of ICM. 
which are also the 
words and reflections 
of Prince Hassan. 

I choose to reproduce 
some excerpts from 
the report that show 
the Crown Prince’s 
concern for the lot of 
the poor: "It cannot be 
met in our view (win- 
ing the human race) 
without placing human 
welfare at the centre of 
national and interna- 
tional policy-making.” 
said the report right* at 
the outset. It went on 
saying that there is an 
urgent need “to bring 
humanitarian concerns 
to the same level of 
experience and exper- 
tise as usually accord- 
ed to economic and 
security matters.” 
Then there is the state- 
ment that “there is a 
growing awareness 
mat economic growth 
is only worthwhile if it 


is accompanied by 
adequate social devel- 
opment.” 

In the chapter on 
“The Ethics of Human 
Solidarity,” the report 
further says that 
“humanitarianism is a 
basic orientation 
towards die interests 
and welfare of people. 

It demands that what- 
ever detracts from 
human well-being 
must be questioned, 
regardless of its effects 
on economic growth, 
political power, or the 
stability of a certain 
order.” 

In other words, this 
could mean that at 
least some of the 
International Monetary 
Fund’s (IMF) direc- 
tives are not in keeping 
with humanitarianism. w 
The report had sue- : -r 
cessfully put these 
noble concerns for 
man even more suc- 
cinctly when it stated 
that the conceptual 
framework of ICIHI is 
to change man’s per- 
spective from “a frac- 
tured to a holistic view 
of human welfare 
which is centred on the 
commonalty of human 
interests.” 

It would be. there- 
fore, pertinent to ask 
whether the free mar- 
ket economy would 
heed such a broad and 
enlightened perspec- 
tive. Perhaps the 
World Bank and the 
IMF should reflect on £ 
the submissions of 
ICIHI before they 
advocate the pursuit of 
a certain free market 
economy plan for the 
underdeveloped coun- 
tries of the world. 
Better still, our own 
policy makers should 
perhaps reflect more 
faithfully on the 
thoughts of the Crown 
Prince before they opt 
for one economic 
course or another. 

In the late seventies, 
the International 
Labour Organisation 
(ILO) recommended 
that countries’ eco- g , 
nomic plans be drawn 
up for die primary pur- 
pose of alleviating 
poverty and unem- 
ployment. The ILO’s 
early guidelines are all 
but forgotten by most 
states, including those 
which suffer most 
from these two afflic- 
tions. 

It is no longer far 
fetched to believe, 
therefore, that policy 
makers who pretend 
that they do not fully 
comprehend or appre- 
ciate the impact of 
Prince Hassan "s 

repeated speeches 
regarding the pivotal 
role of the human 
being in development 
do so out of utter dis- 
dain or lack of respect 
tor the rights of man. 

It should be clear to 
some planners who 
overlook periodic sig- 
nals and warnings that 
unless man is given the 
priority " he 
deserves.winning the 
human race in the 
upcoming century will 
be lost even before it 
starts. 
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Mutawi lists press excerpts... 


(Continued from page 1) 

naturally it was neither 
emotional nor hard-hitting. 

“I was mostly enticed by 
two things that I had to 
examine carefully: The first 
was statements attributed to 
Mr. Abdul Majid 
Thuneibat, The overall 
leader of the Muslim Broth- 
erhood, urging people to 
complain to human rights 
organisations affili at e d to 
the U.S. Democratic Party 
and then His Excellency’s 
explanation of the issue 
later in a way different from 
what was published after 
His Excellency the speaker 
of the the Lower House of 
Parliament, Sa'ad Hay el 
Srour. replied to Mr. 
Thuneibat... The other thing 
was the report published by 
Human Rights Watch 
which judged the amend- 
ments from far away, and 
issued a judgement that 
lacks justice on freedom in 
our country. 

“Within this context, I 
hope my explanations in 
this reply will deal with all 
issues that arose during the 
past three weeks, stressing 
our respect for all those 
views and affir min g our 
stand in defending the right 
of all those who express 
their views. We also uphold 
our right to reply and 
explain all that was raised. 
Our explanations will also 
deal with what was raised 
in good intentions or with 
the objective of creating 
confusion. 

“Regarding His Excellen- 
cy Mr. Abdul Majid 
Thun ei bar. whether in his 
first statements which some 
understood as urging peo- 
ple to write to the Democra- 
tic Party institutions which 
defend human rights to 
exert pressure (on the Jor- 
danian government! to can- 
cel the amendments to the 
law, or in his explanation 


which was published Satur- 
day on urging these institu- 
tions to pressure the (Amer- 
ican) government so thai it 
will not restrain our democ- 
racy... Our democracy is 
something that concerns 
our people, its representa- 
tives, press, government 
and the institutions of our 
Jordanian stare. No one can 
interfere in it in a way or 
another. Our derisions are 
part of our sovereignty and 
any view that expresses 
otherwise but sheds doubts 
on our sovereignty and 
independence of our deci- 
sions. Those who caused 
any restraints on our 
democracy are not Western 
or foreign parties, but are a 
group of us who persisted 
in their attempts to trans- 
form our democracy from 
(an atmosphere of) open 
freedoms to chaos that 
harms all. These were 
warned time and time again 
but with no vaiL This 
prompted the government 
to use its constitutional 
right in protecting the 
march and putting a limit to 
the chaos without under- 
mining freedom whose lim- 
its ends only when infring- 
ing on the freedom of oth- 
ers. 

“The evidence for this ... 
is what was published sev- 
eral times in Al Sabeel 
newspaper, which is the 
real (and semi-official) 
mouthpiece of the Islamic 
movement on the absolute 
political freedom it enjoys 
in its political views and 
criticism, and its attack on 
the decay that prevailed in 
some newspapers in the 
name of freedom. Follow- 
ing is what Al Sabeel pub- 
lished under the name of its 
chief editor in its editorial 
of March 14, 1995 on polit- 
ical freedom it enjoys: 

“For veracity's sake, we 
say in this context, Al 
Sabeel was never exposed 


to any pressures nor harass- 
ment because of its political 
stand, which is something 
thai is in favour of the con- 
secutive governments.** (Al 
Sabeel of March 14. 1995 

“I will mention some quo- 
tations published in news- 
papers without commenting 
on each of them since they 
are self-explanatory in their 
call for amending the law, 
uprooting deviation, pre- 
venting any harm to the 
Interest of the country, stop- 
ping lies, fabrications and 
rumours and protecting the 
foundations of the society: 

“As pan of attacks by the 
Parliament on the govern- 
ment for not amending the 
Press and Publications Law 
in the beginning of the year. 
Deputy Ahmad Kassasbeh 
threatened to introduce a 
proposal to amend the Press 
and Publications Law if the 
government does not intro- 
duce an amendment." (Al 
Urdun newspaper, Feb. 17, 
1997) 

“In commenting on the 
deteriorating professional 
level of some weekly news- 
papers, Deputy Ishaq 
Farhan said: ‘This phenom- 
enon causes a lot of moral 
harm to the behaviour of 
the young generation and 
contributes to spreading 
vice and polluting ihe social 
environment in a manner as 
vast as the spread of these 
newspapers*." (Al Sabeel. 
August 27, 1996) 

“The Jordan Press Associ- 
ation received a large num- 
ber of complaints from dis- 
gruntled citizens who 
protest at ‘some yellow 
newspapers’ publishing 
dippings and photos aim- 
ing to spread vice in our 
good Jordanian society to 
make more financial profits 
at the expense of our sub- 
lime values.'' (AJ Sabeel, 
Dec. 27. 1994) 

“There is a noticeable 


drop in the number of Arab 
tourists (who come for 
recreation, medical treat- 
ment or education) which 
dealt a hard blow to the 
tourist season. Gulf tourists 
fear for their lives, thinking 
that the Jordanian society is 
a society dominated by 
crime. This is caused by the 
crime stories they read .... 
in Jordanian newspapers.” 
(Al Sabeel. Jan. 24, 1995) 

“There is a mad race by 
some newspapers to publish 
sensational news, be they 
political or social, and 
many of these news items 
are either erroneous or 
baseless, and about things 
that take place in all the 
world but Jordan.” (Al Ahd, 
Oct. 15. 1994) 

‘‘We ask: Isn’t there in the 
press and publications law 
any articles that uphold the 
Jordanian citizens' right to 
protect their children in this 
medium of mental and 
moral corruption?" (AJ Rai, 
Nov. 15, 1994 j 

“Some weekly newspa- 
pers have carried within 
their pages ‘explosive belts’ 
that never hesitate to dam- 
age all values, morals and 
credibility. They just 
realised that these explosive 
belts will ruin them one 
dav." (Al Dustour. Dec. 16. 
1995) 

“There is a newspaper, or 
other papers, whose circu- 
lation depends on arousing 
the instincts of teenagers 
and undermining national 
security' by amplifying 

crime and depicting the Jor- 
danian society as a society 
of vice and crime. This 
caused expatriate Jordani- 
ans to raise their voices 
loud to complain and 
express their shame.” 

(Mohammad AJ Subeihi in 
Al Arab AJ Yawm, June 7, 
1997) 

“What does it mean to 
open your eyes in the morn- 
ing and find a sensational- 


ly-written headline talking 
about a son murdering his 
father, a brother slaying his 
sister, or a wife killing her 
husband? I cannot deny that 
adorning the headline in 
such a way might improve 
circulation, but is there a 
way to compare the rise in 
profits and sales and the 
deep psychological scars 
left in the minds of the 
young generation?” 

(George Haddad in A I Dus- 
tour, Oct. 12. 1994) 

“1 do not think that free- 
dom of expression means 
creating false news about 
individuals and institutions, 
fabricating incidents, imag- 
ining scandals, blackmail- 
ing people and companies 
and distorting the image of 
the society... Neither do I 
think that respected people 
like the heads of associa- 
tions should defend rotten- 
ness and decay and other 
characteristics of the major- 
ity of weekly newspapers. 
Can they consider that the 
freedom of expression 
allows a weekly to say that 
Jordan’s food, water, veg- 
etables and even mothers’ 
milk is polluted?’’ (Colum- 
nist Issa Shueibi, May 
29,1997) 

“Some newspapers were 
behind the losses that 
inflicted the tourism indus- 
try in Aqaba and hit the 
tourism season hard w’hen 
they exaggerated the effects 
of an earthquake that took 
place near Aqaba.” (The 
London-Based Al Hayat, 
S*x. 7, 1995) 

“I am now supportive of 
introducing amendments to 
the press and publications 
law that ban the licensing of 
privately-owned newspa- 
pers and that allow only 
shareholding companies to 
issue newspapers provided 
that the minim um limit for 
their capital be raised to 
more than quarter a milli on 
dinars to ensure that we 
have press corporations and 
not ‘shops’.” (Nidal Man- 
sour, Chief Editor of Al 
Hadath. Jan. 27, 1997) 


“What did we do other 
than that? We raised the 
capital,” the minister said in 
his statement after taking 
excerpts from newspapers 
supporting his stand. 

He continued: 

“So where are the con- 
straints introduced by the 
amendments, which carried 
the same prohibitions in the 
previous law. They are all 
principled stands not only 
for our government, but 
also for our society, nation 
and religion, as well as the 
democratisation process 
and international charters in 
the most seasoned democ- 
racies of the world. I will 
deal with these prohibitions 
in light of religious aspects 
and international charters. 
On top of these prohibitions 
is undermining the security’ 
of the state and its leader- 
ships. which is protected in 
all international legislation, 
laws and charters. I will 
give examples for other 
prohibitions, including: 

— denigrating any of the 
religions and sects whose 
freedoms are protected by 
the constitution, and violat- 
ing this means contempt for 
people's beliefs and coerc- 
ing them, u'hich is banned 
by Islam... 

— “Offending individu- 
als, infringing on their per- 
sonal lives and harming 
their reputation.” Violating 
this paragraph involves a 
JD 15.000 Fine. And in 
Islam offending a decent 
woman without proof mer- 
its SO lashes... 

— “Undermining national 
unity, instigation and plant- 
ing seeds of sedition in the 
society.” Islam says that 
sedition is worse than mur- 
der... 

— Spreading lies and 
rumours: This implies 

cheating the masses in view 
of the spread of newspapers 
and implies misleading the 
nation as a whole... 

— Promoting deviant 
behaviour and vices: which 
is banned by Islam... 

So the amendments which 


raised the value of the fine 
on violations are only 
meant to protect the values 
of the nation and are closer 
to the teachings of the toler- 
ant Islamic Sharia in its 
endeavours to fight sedi- 
tion, rice, lies, fabrications, 
offending people, crime, 
blackmail and discrimina- 
tion. 

Regarding the Human 
Rights Watch report, its 
report saying that since Jor- 
dan signed die peace treaty 
in 1994 sensitivities arose 
between the government 
and the press is not precise. 
No newspaper was taken to 
court because of its dealing 
with the peace issue. Most 
of the court cases were 
because of offending the 
heads of several brotherly 
Arab states, or causing 
harm to Jordan’s relations 
with its Arab medium, and 
we received several com- 
plaints in this regard. In 
addition, considerable ratio 
of these cases were because 
of promoting deviant 
behaviour, publishing false 
new's or spreading rumours 
that caused confusion. 

Regarding the organisa- 
tion’s call on Jordan to 
adhere to the International 
Declaration on Human 
Rights and relevant interna- 
tional charters. the legisla- 
tor was not selectrie of the 
items of the convention as 
the organisation chose to 
be. This declaration also 
guaranteed people’s rights 
and provided that there be 
laws to protect their reputa- 
tion, honour and private 
life, in addition to guaran- 
teeing the freedom of 
expression, whose limits 
end when it constitutes an 
infringement on the rights 
of others.... 

The amendments also 
comply to the provisions of 
the International Conven- 
tion on Civil and Political 
Rights issued by the United 
Nations in 1966 whose 7th 
article stressed the need for 
the law to protect individu- 
als from interference in 


their privacies and from 
campaigns that protect their 
honour and reputation... 

Comparing freedoms in 
Jordan and other countries 
in our region, we find the 
following: 

— Jordan does not have 
any prisoners of con- 
science. w'hile London 
Radio on March 9 men- 
tioned that the region's 
countries have a total of 
45,000 prisoners of con- 
science. 

— Jordan allows the entry 
of all of the world’s publi- 
cations without any excep- 
tions and in accordance 
with the law, which is 
unique in the region. 

— No government insitu- 
tion in Jordan has the power 
to suspend the publication 
of any newspaper, contrary 
to what is the case in some 
of the region's countries 
where governments have 
the pow-er to suspend any 
publication without any 
court order. 

— In Israel, after the 
assassination of its prime 
minister, a committee was 
set up by the minister of 
justice to amend laws in a 
manner that would allow 
the government (not the 
judiciary) to shut down any 
newspaper and intensifying 
(the continued) military 
censorship on news sent 
from Israel or within Israel. 
That is not the case in Jor- 
dan. (Al Aswaq. Feb. 11. 
1996) 

— The start of the democ- 
ratisation process in Jordan 
is convincing enough that it 
can achieve an atmosphere 
of political openness as that 
in Europe, and even more. 
But in Jordan it will not 
take centuries to achieve 
that as it did in Europe. 
(Los Angeles Times, Feb. 
20. 1997) 

— In Jordan, the Lower 
House of Parliament is an 
arena for free expression of 
a large segment of views, 
and elections in Jordan are 
held in a free climate. (Lon- 
don Radio, Nov. 9, 1996) 



His Majesty Ki"e Hussein is greeted By the people of Irbid Sunday (Photo By Yousef Al Allan ) 

Irbid masses take to streets... 


(Continued from page I) 

business. These unions are 
politicised and actually 
they aU are ideologically 
affiliated or have alle- 
giance to circles abroad.” 

"Why should the agricul- 
tural engineers, for 
instance, are against open- 
ness to the- world including 
Israel? Can they answer 
this question? Why a 
dunum of land on the other 
side is producing twenty 
times a dunum in Jordan? 
Those who seek to see this 
country progressing in agri- 
culture should not seek to 
see this country recoiling 
3nd shutting itself up, not 
benefiting from the exper- 
tise of others which could 
be close ai hand. 

What applies to agricul- 
ture applies to engineer- 
ing,” he said. 

How can we reconcile 
this attitude with our com- 
plaint that we have not ben- 
efited from the dividends of 
peace? How can we make 
gains if we are against nor- 
malisation with others? 
And how can we build and 
achieve progress in various 
field sT 


“Let us utilise our land 
and let us work together 
and prove that this land is 
dear to us. People nowa- 
days are busying them- 
selves with politics and 
meetings but I have to be 
frank with you and say that 
there are some people who 
do not wish to see this 
country progress but rather 
retreat and they want to see 
despair replacing hope and 
suspicion replacing confi- 
dence and there are some 
who seek to destroy Jordan 
and overthrow its regime.” 

The King accused certain 
groups, without naming 
them of having been instru- 
mental in straining Jordan’s 
relations with Syria atone 
point 

He said that these groups 
had a hand in regrettable 
events that occurred in 
Syria (in the early 1980s) 
prompting Damascus to 
accuse Jordan that it was 
behind these events. 

Referring to the peace 
process, the King said that 
Jordan weDt along with the 
rest of the Arab World 
towards achieving peace. 
But he recalled that in 1973 
the Arabs, the Muslims and 


others asked Jordan to give 
up the efforts for regaining 
the occupied West Bank 
which before 1967 was part 
of the Kingdom and turn 
that responsibility to the 
Palestinian people them- 
selves. 

“We were told that you 
should have no say in this 
question because this issue 
should be left for its own 
people, the Palestinians, 
and while pained at this we 
consented and have since 
been committed to this 
decision. And we will con- 
tinue to back the Palestini- 
ans with all our means and 
potentials to regain their 
rights on their national 
soil.” 

The King stressed that 
Jordan will remain the 
home to all its people of 
various origins be they 
Palestinians or otherwise if 
they hold allegiance to this 
country of their own free 
will until the Palestinians 
regain their right to return 
or receive compensation 
and decide oo their own 
future. 

“Why then should people 
cast doubt about our 
moves? Why should they 


say that this country lacks 
freedoms? That the coming 
elections are rigged or 
forged? Had we not 
believed in democracy and 
freedom and human rights 
we would not have opened 
the door for elections in the 
first place. There are some 
who call for observers to 
come and monitor the elec- 
tions because they continue 
to cast suspicion on our 
moves and harbour feelings 
of hatred and malice.” 

“Jordan is for comprehen- 
sive peace and will contin- 
ue to seek this objective 
with all (its) potentials 
dedicated to serving the 
nation.” 

At the outset of the occa- 
sion the King honoured 50 
excelling students for their 
distinguished work in the 
various specialisation’s 
and some of their teachers 
by presenting them with 
awards. 

King Hussein also called 
at Dar Al Han an Orphanage 
in the govemoraie and 
inspected its conditions as 
well as the services offered 
to the children. 


Sahara refugees desperate to end 20-year exile 

By Tracey Ober refugees see only two paths: the one mapped out by Mr. 

Reiuer Baker or-a return' to war. 


. RABUNL Algeria — The sand is deep, white.and.fine; the. 
kind coveted at oceanside resorts. But in Nigeria’s Haraada 
desert it is just another hardship for the Western Sahara 
refugees. 

Sand whirls around 1 2-year-old Farsa as she struggles to 
drag a plastic water jug to her tent and she squints against 
the glaring reflection of desert sun. 

Farsa points to the western horizon and says she wants to 
go there, to her parents' homeland, where there is some 
green and ocean and enough food. 

Her family, among the tens of thousands of refugees who 
fled the former Spanish colony as the Moroccans moved in. 
has lived in one of the world's most desolate and inhos- 
pitable spots for more than 20 years. 

Housed in four sprawling camps based in Rabuni, in 
southwest Algeria, they have endured harsh conditions that 
have created a generation of malnourished, diseased and 
undereducated children. 

Many of the refugees have stayed for one reason — their 
dream of an independent homeland. 

A visit to the camps last month by United Nations special 
envoy James Baker, sent to unblock the peace process in 
the region, reawakened the refugees' dormant hopes. 

“I think not one of us has ever really lost the hope that one 
day we can return. If we lost that we would not be able to 
survive," Majeena, who left Western Sahara when she was 
five and grew up in the camps, told Reuters. 

She now studies accounting at university in Geneva and 
her father lives in Moroccan-controlled Western Sahara, 
but she always comes back to the camps, the only home 
she’s ever known. 

“The most important thing for me is my liberty. Some 
Sahrawi live in occupied territory and have money and 
things we don’t have, but I’d rather live here with my free- 
dom,” Majeena said. 

Mr. Baker was met by near-hysteria in the Sinara camp 
where almost the entire population of 40,000 turned out to 
greet him with women ululating, children cheering, older 
men holding banners, soldiers at attention and even a small 
military band. 

“Mr. Baker, please, please help us. we want our indepen- 
dence,” shouted 27-year-old Sultana in perfect English. 

A security guard for the former U.S. secretary of state 
said he had never seen such pandemonium. 

But some of the refugees, having been disappointed many 
times before, passed beyond the niceties of protocol. 

“That man Baker has to understand us. We hope he will 
be fair. We have sacrificed a lot, our friends, sons, and we 
want to have independence,” Embarka Khalil. 60 and liv- 
ing in a dingy tent with few personal touches, told Reuters 
before his visit. 

Her husband was killed in the 15-year war Polisario. the 
Sahrawi independence movement, fought against Morocco 
and her son is a prisoner of war in Morocco. "This is all 1 
have. I may never see my home again,” she said as tears 
filled her eyes. She and many of the estimated 170,000 

Prince Hassan... 

(Continued from page 1) 

discussions and set up the council a$ soon as possible. 

The Crown Prince's remarks were followed by a discus- 
sion during which Prince Hassan stressed the need for 
doing all that can be done to get the peace process back on 
track and achieve comprehensive peace under which all 
parties will feel secure and their rights fulfilled. 

Prince Hassan, responding to a question, said security 
cannot be achieved by weapons only, underlining the need 
(o focus on soft security, which includes social and eco- 
nomic security. 

The Crown Prince reiterated Jordan's unwavering sup- 
port for the Palestinian people in their efforts to regain their 


- -.A referendum on independence promised by the United 
Nations in 1991 has failed to materialise "and the refugees, 
isolated in their desert wasteland, feel the world h^s for- 
gotten them. 

While not eager to return to war, Polisario has kept troops 
trained with the desert warfare skills of their nomadic 
ancestors, sending boys to the front with Morocco at age 
18, and maintaining a supply of arms and tanks. 

They also keep tight controls on the camps, keeping any 
signs of permanence to a minimum — there is not even a 
mosque — and fuelling the desire for independence with 
tales of horror in the morocco-controlled or “occupied" ter- 
ritory. Polisario's critics have accused the group of intimi- 
dating some refugees into staying in the squalid camps to 
keep pressure on the international community. 

Once shunned as a Marxist revolutionaries, the Arab 
Sahara Democratic Republic proclaimed by Polisario is 
recognised by 72 countries, mostly in Africa. South Amer- 
ica and Asia, and gets arms and ammunition from Algeria. 

It has a flag, a parliament of sorts and ministries for 
information, foreign affairs and defence among others. 

Women elected' by American-style town meetings run 
cooperative groups within the camps to distribute food, 
clothes, housing, health and education. 

They work in collectives without pay and depend on aid 
from international groups. One teenager showed a visitor a 
decrepit truck he w as fixing up. glowing with pride as he 
explained how he earned money to buy paint. 

The refugees have learned to survive on vety little, but 
aid workers say 15 to 20 per cent of the children suffer 
severe malnutrition. Others are stunted by inadequate iron 
and protein intake and rampant dysentery from contaminat- 
ed water. The population has a high level of eye disease 
because of sandstorms and glare, and thyroid problems. 

“These have these diseases only because they are 
refugees and living in these difficult conditions. These are 
not native to the population.” said a Spanish nurse who 
works at one of the camp hospitals. 

A report by U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees said 
water supplies at the camps, usually from shallow wells 
drawing on the same water table that the latrines empty 
into, were among the w'orst in the world. 

“I've lost sympathy for the Polisario after seeing how 
they've let their people waste away in refugee camps.” said 
one U.N. w'orker who did not w r ant to be named. 

Diplomats in the region say privately that the internation- 
al community is eager to resolve the conflict, in part 
because of the plight of the refugees, but also because it is 
an irritant in a sensitive region at NATO’s southern flank. 

They see the solution as some sort of federal state for 
Western Sahara within Morocco rather than full indepen- 
dence. But for desert survivors like the Sahrawi refugees, 
there is only one route home. 

“If we return to our land, it will be with dignity,” Mrs. 
Khalil said. “We would rather live here in these hard con- 
ditions than there with oppression and colonisation.” 


rights, including the right to independent statehood. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali, Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneh, Deputy Prime Minister Jawad Anani and 
Jordanian parliamentarians taking pan in the discussions 
attended the dinner meeting together with around twelve 
European parliamentarians. 

According to Deputy and former Prime Minister Taher 
Masri, officials from parliamentary organisations, like the 
1PU, coming from Canada, Denmark, Great Britain, Ice- 
land, Germany, France, Belgium, Portugal and Spain 
agreed on the need to establish a structure against islamo- 
pfcobia, “though the exact shape of such a structure has not 
yet been specified.” 

Mr. Masri said the parliamentarians'll] “consult with 
others” and take further steps in the direction of establish- 
ing a council against islamophobia in the next IPU meeting, 
scheduled to be held in Cairo in September. 


Jordan Times, Monday, June 9, 1997 


Department of Customs adds 24 
companies to ‘green lane’ list 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to ike Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Twenty 
four industrial compa- 
nies have been newly 
added to the list of com- 
panies which benefit 
from the “green lane" 
incentive which is a 
process to facilitate the 
entry of goods ro the 
Kingdom. 

“The new companies 
which qualified to bene- 
fir from this incentive 
were those which 
exported more than JD5 
million and their sales 
tax payments reached 
JD300.000 last year," 
said Nazmi Abdullah. 


director general of the 
Department of Customs. 

The process, which 
saves effort and time, 
allows these companies 
to be exempted from 
detailed customs inspec- 
tion procedures if their 
imports are inputs for 
producing goods or 
products for exports. 

The green lane was 
introduced to Jordan in 
September last year with 
the aim to help Jordanian 
exporters to boost their 
competitive edge inter- 
nationally as well as 
facilitate relations betw- 
een the Department of 
Customs and various 
export and import com- 


panies, Mr. Abdullah 
told the Jordan Times, 

“We have trained our 
employees as well as the 
employees of clearance 
companies in this regard. 
Now, a company quali- 
fied to use the green lane 
needs only one signa- 
ture,” he said. 

Last year. 26 major 
industrial companies 
were selected as the first 
batch of companies to 
benefit from the green 
lane. The companies 
which gained from the 
facilitated procedure at 
the time were those with 
exports exceeding JD20 
million in 1995 and 
which surpassed JD1 


million in sales tax pay- 
ments. 

Mr. Abdullah said that 
depending on the current 
experience with the 
newly qualified 24 com- 
panies, the Department 
of Customs might in the 
future increase the list of 
companies which can 
utilise this service. 

“The green lane ser- 
vice removed barriers 
and procedures which 
previously hindered the 
fast flow of goods. We 
and the clearance com- 
panies are satisfied with 

the results so far,” Mr. 
Abdullah said. 
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JUR. ROCKWOOL IHDS. 

a 

0.00 

NAIL-CABLE WIRE-MTAC 

43.3 

0.00 

JOR. SDLPBO-CHEH 


0.00 

ARAB FHARM.CHEK. 

18.4 

4.86 

KAWIHER mVEST. 

P 

0.00 

UWIV. HOON.IKD8. 

P 

.18 

JOB- INDS . RESOURCES 

15.3 

8.77 

NAIL. CHLORINE 

14.0 

4.73 

EL -SAY READY WEAR 

54.5 

0.00 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6J3 

0.00 

ONION CH. c vxo. 

41.4 

0.00 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX' 137.55 <CHC: -0.03 
INDEX! 159.69 'CHOl *0.05 


MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 


.640 
.730 
.840 
.780 
7 .950 

7 .950 

.620 
.730 
.630 
-780 
t .960 

.910 
1.260 
.730 

« 1.000 

4 1.020 

.870 


ONTRAL CXH. STORAGE 
JOB. TRADE FAC. 
union inv. soi 
ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

AL— SHARQ INV. 731 
AL-DAMLXTAH 75* 
JOR.INDS. MATCH- JEMCO 
ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

ARM INTL. INV.TRD. 
NATL -MOLT . ENG . NANTCO 
READ Y MX CO NCRETE 
JORDAN STEEL 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
RAEI VHARH. 85* 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 
ARM IWT. TOGO FACT. 
HZD.EAET COMPLEX 


* : Haw 12 Bantu* high 

* s N«M 12 month* law 

N : Llacad during til* pait 12 month* 

P ■ P/E ratio ia 100 or mar* 

9 i NBqatLva P/E 

E s Earning la mo or N/A for tha Boat 




Peanuts 


ITISDAUN..HERE5 
THE WORLD WAR I 
FLYING ACE WALKING 
OUT ONTO THE 
AERODROME... 


HIS FAITHFUL 
MECHANICS WILL 
HAVE HIS PLANE 
FUELED AND 
READY TO 60.. _ 


(AS SOON AS > 
THEY FINISH 
PLAYING THIS 
HAND.. J 



bj*> </>- 




♦ b 

9AKJ 

002 

4QJ N *A 

WE '700763 
OAQ S 0 - 
4Q , *~ 

+963 

0 0+ 

*3 


P.': 





Andy Capp 


«0 <n> mcn no 

05T RVSVMNUnON INTIWIAOONAl 

IAA NORTH AMI RCA 5VTtiNCATf MC 




^PO°R \ 

BLOWERS ' 

FALL©! OFF 

HIS STOOL, , 
. dACK-J. 



^HOWISHE*, 

fell BE IN 
HOSPTTALFOB ) 
AWYOBTWy 


BUT rr COULD f- 

BE WORSE— IMGLAD 
HE'S A CASUAL, IT'S NOT 
> NOT A SBZIOUS 

[REGULAR] v it-* 


Mutfn’Jeff 



ON SECOND THOUGHT. 
MAYBE VDU BETTER 
LET HIM LAND A 
FEW SOLID 
LEFT HOOKS W 



p“. r” s ; 


| REUIlK 

The Business of Information 


- Currencies & Cross Rates 


40097.18:51 


US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
GB Stalling 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 


| Egyptian | 02050 

Energy 

Brent 1BJ5 1830* 

IV.TU1 2035 20 jO 

Bonny 18.75 1MO 

Dubai 18.10 18.18 

UL Qm[ 0.00 20890 

Metal Prices 


r. 094*7 1X282 1.18 

I 03612 09851 148434 ( 

03153 7431 59.65 ( 

M 0.1083 1 24JW11 1949 < 

Middle Eastern Currencies 


1698.4Q 

0813J 

2764.66 

117536 

14.61 

1214182 






- 

0.7080 

X7804 

03770 3.6398 

14124 

- 

12972 

0.S324 5.1410 

CL2668 

0.1888 

- 

0.1005 0^7 

2.05 

1JT7S1 

0.0488 

9.66 

(L2747 

0.1845 

1.0304 

14)304 

33025 

UM2 

123457 

1.2449 124)2 

03723 

0.1928 

14)212 

0.1020 0.9911 

0.55 

D.480S 

2.4409 

0.2453 23589 

O2S50 

0.2080 

1.1068 

0.1112 14)730 




153630 

33895 

217030 

4.7874 

4094)9 

0.9038 

4075.92 

83913 

422.14 

0.9312 

5074.31 

03312 

41838 

09229 

. 1 

2-2060 

45332 

- 


Mid-East Currencies 
* VGBlf 

SARJyal 03666 09614 0.16382 

AE Dirham 03723 0.47123 0.1673 

KW Dinar 3 J 025 5.71429 292922 

BH Dinar 0.3770 439137 1 j 62973 

CY Pound 19389 3.3526 1.1903 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


/CHF > 

■;jpy.i 

03854 

303962 

039358 

31.6548 

4.77327 

383377 

333436 

308356 

2.8042 

225.18 



ia 

341.7 

3423 

4.74 

4.76 

) 425 

436 

1590 

1592 

2473 

2474 

() 1345 

1346 

625 

627 

7150 

7150 


GBP Ml 6.44 

JPY 036 039 

DEM 238 2.88 

FRF 3.23 334 


630 0.78 




Mbnti™ 

l&tfrtfVs 

5.84 

536 

636 

6.69 

035 

0.68 

294 

332 

339 

3AS 

130 

8.71 

131 

630 


NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt t- 


Coffee (oflbs) 
Cocoa (Vtonj 


~ Main Equity Indices 


DOW JONES 
SAP 500 
FT-SE 100 
NIKKlE 225 
CAC40 
DAX 


260.33 

1407 


7300.14 

64348 

4557.1 

2061140 

263547 

386144 


-1231 

•0.16 

High ^ ■ PrCIs 

7312.15 726032 7312.15 

-2.03 

-034 

84531 84095 84598 

-03 

-0.02 

45859 45533 4557.8 

469 

034 

207073 205123 205633 

1038. 

36.1 

091 

1 

264432 261335 262499 
3669.12 364434 3625.74 


Sugar .;** 

Wheat (Won) 151 

Soya -(c/lbs) - 234 «UU| 4*0 »* 
Tea (Mg/kg) 155 " 

Barley (S/bsh) 0 

Rice (S/ton) . 480 


* JOD Cross Rates 

W&nrem&.£--% f-ajSefo? '■ 

US Dollar 0.708 0.710 

; GB sterillng 1.1559 1.1617 

DE Mark- 0409 0411 

.-'"CH Franc' 04915 0494'" 

"tFR. Franc 0.1213 0.1210. 

.JP Yen 0.8083 04113 

NL Guilder 0.3635 0.3652 

IT Lira 04161 04182 

* Source: Central hank of Jordan. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Pitcher’s plate 
5 Whodunit 
writer's trophy 
10 Unsettles 

14 Influence 

15 Not a soul 

16 Medicinal plant 

17 Muse of history 

18 Like dice 

19 Drudge 

20 Flat necessity 

23 Gossip 

24 Put on 

25 Showing 
conformance 

28 Dart 
30 Pouch 

33 Libertines 

34 Spotted 

35 Mountain lion 

36 Seafood 

39 Of sailing: abbr. 

40 Country 

41 Cover an 
embankment 

42 Section winners 

43 Actor Brad 

44 Bank customers 

45 Fruit 

46 Old city in Iran 

47 Carrot family 
member 

54 Injured 

55 Homer epic 

56 Dash 

57 Fad 

58 Button material 

59 Socially 

awkward person 

60 Shows interest 

61 Oddballs 

62 Golf items 

DOWN 

1 Shelter org. 

2 Doozie 

3 Settled 

4 Most violent 

5 More! 

6 Mistrust 

7 Large desert 

8 Indigo 

9 Withdrawing 

10 Island nation 

11 Guinness 

12 Castle 

13 Leg. body 


h [2 [3 [4 |6 |7 Is 19 II I 11 


[25 126 |27 


130 131 |32 


1 51 152 153 


54 





55 






56 

57 





58 






59 

60 





61 


- 




62 


by Frederick T. Buhler 


Monday's Puzzle solved: 


21 Russian city 

22 Scribble 

25 Hashemi 

Rafsanjani 

26 Pitcher Ryan 

27 Polynesian 
feasts 

28 Ruse 

29 Furnish 

30 Smooth 

31 Fossil resin 


□□□n !!□□□□ □□□□ 
□□m □□nan □□□□ 
□□□□DE3DQBE1 □□DU 
QB0 □□□□ DQE1DQQ 
□□□□ EHtaaca 
□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ 
g gag qqoqq □□□ 

0000 □□□□□ 0OQ0 
□□□ □□□□□ □□□Q 

PDnnQQQQ QQQQnni 

L-v,S19 a 0 oa □□ 
cgogaii □□□□ ano 

moga DQEDQnLJQDDD 
pggg □□ans □□□□ 
BBBP BBBE1B BHnm 


32 Throws 

34 Game for three ®i5 9 ^SJS a Swvtoes ' bVL 


35 Widespread 

37 Setting straight 

38 Unrefined 

43 Crusty item 

44 Glove materials 

45 Galas 

46 Lewis Carroll 
animal 

47 Wharf 


48 Inner drive 

49 Wings 

50 Kind 

51 To shelter 


52 Concern 

53 Purposes 

54 Charlemagne’s 
reign: abbr. 


horoscope 

FORECAST FOR 

MONDAY, JUNE 
% 1997 

B\ Thomas S. Pierson. 

'Astrologer, Carroll _ . 

Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March .2! lo 
April 19) It may talte 
some serious effort today, 
however, it. is important 
that you get your career 
activities belter organised^. 
Try to be more under- 
standing of your mate and 
do something special for 
him or her which will be 
appreciated. 

TAURUS: (April 20, to 
Mav 20) If you cooperate 
with your fellow business 
associates today, you can 
labour much more , effi- 
ciently. You should not 
neglect to do any impor- 
tant shopping this morn- 
ing or you could go all 
day without having any 

groceries. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 20 Take the time 
today to think over how 
you will proceed, and how 
ro handle any difficulties 
which pop up, and you’ll 
get much better results. 
Later this evening will^be 
a good time to go out with 
close friends. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Make 
a careful schedule of the 
day’s activities early 
today, and don't try to 
rush through your career 
activities. Romance blos- 
soms later this evening 
with your mate so show 
him or her a wonderful 
time out on the town. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Practise some preven- 
tative maintenance around 
your home today, and 
avoid having to make 
costly repairs in the days 
ahead. Avoid social affairs 
later this evening which 
could detract from your 
business activities. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) A close 
friend can put you on the 
tight track today to fine 
the information you need. 
Rest up at home later this 
' Wttung. and enjoy the 
: company of your loved 
■ (ones so that you will be 
prepared for the days 
ahead. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Get the 
advice of an expert on 
property and financial 
affairs today, and find out 
exactly where you stand, 
where you are headed and 
how to proceed. Later this 
evening will be good for 
seeing close friends. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2 1 ) Indulge 
yourself today with some 
favourite recreational 
activities, and improve 
your mood immensely. 
You can make some great 
new contacts later this 
evening so proceed in 
your own pace and there- 
by g ain m uch success. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
This is a time today ' to 
avoid over-exertion of any 
kind. Instead, stay ‘ at 
borne with your loved 
ones and organise your 
finances thereby you will 
have extra funds just in 
case of an emergency or 
for lean times. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
will have an opportunity 
to improve your social life 
later this evening, so don't 
hesitate to take it. You 
should not rush into any 
new business projects 
without thoroughly 
checking out every detail 
of the situation. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Be sure-to 
pay careful attention to 
details today, or you could i 
get into a sticky situation 
which could be difficult 
Be succinct and to the 
point in any conversation 
you will have with a big- 
wig or any superior and 
lay every tiling out. ~ 
PISCE1S: (February 20 to 
March 20) Put some ener- 
gy and enthusiasm into 
your daily routines today 
and they won't seem so 
routine. Keep an eye out 
for a lucrative business 
proposition later this 
evening which can be pro- 
ductive with your efforts. 

Birthstone of June: 
Pearl — ■ Moon Stone . 
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Jordanian businessmen, JEDCO to attend 
Europartenariat meeting in Greece next week 


By Ghalia Alul 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — About 15 
Jordanian business- 
men, representing 12 
companies will partici- 
pate in the Europarte- 
nariat conference to 
take place in Greece 
this month, according 
to Gbaith Sharaiha, 
director of the Interna- 
tional Cooperation 
Department at the Jor- 
dan Export Develop- 
ment and Commercial 
Centres Corporation 
(JEDCO). 

At the conference. 


which will bring 
together about 2,000 
companies from 77 
countries, the Jordan- 
ian businessmen will 
establish contacts with 
Greek and European 
companies with the 
aim of establishing 
future joint ventures, 
said Mr. Sharaiha who 
is also the European 
Union lEU) liaison 
coordinator. 

He told the Jordan 
Times Sunday that 
JEDCO, the national 



1 El-Zay Ready Wear 
Manufacturing Company 

exports most sales to Italy 

** IN ITS first year of operation, the El-Zay 
Ready Wear Manufacturing Company record- 
ed sales totalling JD5.19 million, 77 per cent 
of which were in exports. Italy imported most 
of the outside sales with the remainder going 
to Arab, Gulf and other European countries. 

Nadim Muasher. the company's general 
manager, told the shareholders that the firm 
was able to boost production to 59 per cent of 
the plant’s capacity last year and that the com- 
pany's administrative and technical cadres 
were continuously being trained under the 
supervision of the Italian firm GFT. 

He said that the company employed 460 Jor- 
danian workers by the end of 1996 noting that 
three technical groups of more than 100 work- 
ers have completed their training. . 

Speaking about future plans, Mr. Muasher 
i said the first production of official military 
" * wear will be delivered to the Armed Forces 
this year noting that the design of this wear 
was done at the GFT Italian plant. He indicat- 
ed that the company is also studying the pos- 
sibility of manufacturing new products that 
■ would suit the current products to cover local 
and export markets. 

The company resorted to all means to pro- 
mote its products and has exhibited some of it 
in specialised exhibitions the most important 
of which were in Lebanon, Iraq and the Pales- 
tinian self-ruled areas of the West Bank. In 
addition, the senior staff of the company visit- 
ed international exhibitions held last year in 
Italy, Germany, France and Denmark to get 
acquainted with the latest models of interna- 
tional fashion houses. * 

Mr. Muasher told the general assembly that 
the company aims at raising its production 
capacity to 75 per cent and at continuing train- 
ing programmes to improve the efficiency of 
the staff. On the marketing level, the plan is to 
enter new markets based on an integrated 
. — ^ strategy drawn by the management and to sign 
contracts with companies which have interna- 
tional trademarks. 

According to the annual report, the company 
posted a JD217.466 net profit in 1996. Fixed 
assets totalled JD6.70 million whereas share- 
holders’ equity amounted to JD9.4 million. 
Production costs and administrative expenses 
were JD4.S3 million and JD0.3 million 
respectively. 

After concluding the general assembly ordi- 
nary meeting, an extraordinary meeting was 
held and the recommendation to change the 
company’s financial year to start from July 
was approved in that special meeting (Al Ra’i 
+ Al Aswaq). 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Hsnri Arnold arid Mlk. ArpMon 


Unscramble these four Jumbtes, f 
one letter lo each square, to form 
four ordnny words. 


HggffiSSM 






ornitmiMt5«Kaiu 


KANT! 

- 




t 

t 


CAP 

NUK 


mm 

■ 

■ 

■ 

• 


TECKOP 



■ 

■ 



TO HER FANS, 
SHE W\S> THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


nt answer hero : A ^ •mmii 


(Answers tomorrow} 
BARHEN VANITY 


jumbles; TOPAZ FIORD ----- 
Answer Because of this, the legal scholar read 

ancient worlts- THE -RNE- PRINT 


advisor for the activi- 
ties that the EU organ- 
ises in European and 
Mediterranean coun- 
tries, will also be pre- 
sent at the conference 
in order to gain experi- 
ence when it holds the 
Medpartenariat confer- 
ence in Amman on July 


13-14. 

The conference in 
Amman, to be organ- 
ised by JEDCO in 
cooperation with the 
delegation of the Euro- 
pean" Commission in 
Jordan, is expected to 
bring together 150 Jor- 
danian and 300 Euro- 


pean companies with 
the aim of enhancing 
economic cooperation 
between countries of 
the Mediterranean 
region and the EU. 

The July meeting is 
also geared towards 
setting up joint Jordan- 
i an -Europe an ventures 


as well as creating a 
suitable environment 
for growth of small and 
medium-size enterpris- 
es. 

Economic and politi- 
cal developments, pri- 
vatisation, labour mar- 
ket, social affairs and 
the general investment 


climate are issues 
expected to be dis- 
cussed at the confer- 
ence which will high- 
light investment and 
export opportunities in 
Jordan as well as 
incentives brought 
about by the new sefof 
economic legislations 


in the country. 

Mr. Sharaiha said that 
the EU Commission in 
Brussels organises two 
Europartenariat con- 
ferences each year. 
The first one was held 
in Genoa. Italy, and the 
second will he held in 
Greece on June 23-24. 


H.E. Abdul Majeed Shoman presides over the seminar 


Arab Bank managers attend lectures 


on Asset Liability Management 

Abdel Hamid Shoman emphasises importance of 
understanding the professional Asset Liability 
Management approach in future banking activities 


AS PART of its con- 
tinuous efforts to 
address developments 
in the banking indus- 
try, Arab Bank has 
organised a four-day 
seminar in Asset Lia- 
bility Management at 
the Jordan InterConti- 
nental Hotel. 

The seminar, which 
started on June 5, 
1997, was presided 
over by H.E. Abdul 
Majeed Shoman, 
Chairman of the Arab 
Bank, together with 
Deputy President. Mr. 
Abdel Hamid Shoman,. 
and Dr. Farouk- E1-, 
Kharouf. Director 
General of the Arab 
Bank Accountancy 
Division. 

The seminar was 
held exclusively for 
Arab Bank regional 
managers in coopera- 
tion with Batt & Part- 
ners Consulting Limit- 
ed, a speciafisd top 
level consulting firm 
which serves financial 
institutions world- 
wide. 

Thirty participants 
represented Arab Bank 
branches in Spain, 
Italy, Cyprus, Greece, 
UAE, Qatar, Jordan, 
Lebanon and Egypt. 
The remaining thirty 
managers will be 
attending a similar 
seminar in September 
of this year. 

This event comes as 
an integral step in 



H.E. Abdul Majeed Shaman-Chairman & General 
Manager 


accomplishing a com- 
prehensive nsk man- 
agement system in the 
Arab Bank Group. The 
preparation started 
with the Bank's main 
financial centres in 
Singapore, New York, 
London, Bahrain and 
Switzerland. Other 
centres spanning 35 
countries 

around the world have 
now joined this strate- 
gieprogramme. 

The Deputy Presi- 
dent ended the semi- 
nar by emphasising 
the impotance or 
understanding the pro- 
fessional Asset Liabil- 
ity Management 

approach in future 
banking activities. 




J ordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE 

*** Jordan Marketplace 

I DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Gold 

At Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
* Phone5527 1 1 8 Also in Brazil * 



i 


Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 

Shmeisanl - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 



JAMAL TRAD & 
REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 
VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
Furnished or 
unfurnished 


Tel : 699369 
681279 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modem Air-Conditioned 
3usses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes trom ADdall 
to Aiiport and Back 


Special Reduced Fares al 
500 Fite For. Airport Staff 
and our frequent Customers 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 06-51531 
Abdall Branch 653313 


su m mit* 



QuaSty Serviced Suites 

• One & Two Bedrooms • Felly 
£qnipped Kitchenettes " Daily & 
Long say ■ Reasonable Raw 


5 ih Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 




crown hem 

•OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 
' TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 
* SAUNA 
JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
' FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 






SEAL cum 


FOR 
I RENT 

I Dduv; VilLvi 

. f.- 

^} ;\ppi»r ITOtnSK 
m Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . $64230 
Fax. 864231 
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Touch Gold upsets Silver 


Charm in Belmont 


ELMONT. New York (R) 

— Touch Gold charged 
down the centre of the 
track to snatch a triple - 
crown sweep from Silver 
Charm with a victory in 
the 129th Belmont Stakes 
Saturday. 

Touch Gold caught 
Silver Charm in the final 
hundred yards of the 1 1/2- 
mile race to win by 3/4 of 
a length. 

Free House, who duelled 
with Silver Charm through 
the stretch, tired in the 
final yards and finished 
another length back in 
third. 


Having won the 
Kentucky Derby and 
Preakness Stakes, Silver 
Charm was the first horse 
to come into the Belmont 
with a shot at the Triple 
Crown since Sunday 
Silence in 1989. 

The last horse to win the 
Triple Crown was affirmed 
in 1978. Only 11 horses in 
history have claimed all 
three jewels of thorough- 
bred racing s classic trio. 



-It’s very hard to take." 
said Silver star Jockey 
Gary Stevens. “It was a 
gallant race, but we gave it 


Touch Gold, ridden by jockey Chris McCarron t'C), comes up between Free House 
(L) and Silver Charm ridden by Gary Stevens, as they round the fourth turn of the 
129th Belmont Stakes. Silver Charm, trying for the Triple Crown, was passed at the 
finish by Touch Gold. At far right is Wiid Rush (Reuters photo) 

longest of the three Triple Rush, returned $7.30 S3.30 
Crown events run over a 
span of just five weeks. 

Touch Gold, coupled in 
the wagering with Wild 


Amman to host Arab Swimming Championship 

Five lifeguards get international certificate 


By Ronfan Nahhas 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The 4th Arab Junior Swimming 


rtjvuvLttjn — me *+in muo 

Championship is due to take place here August L-lo 
— ~« - - Jordan 


with more than .seven countries participating, ----- 
Swimming Federation (JSF) spokesman Tala’t Al Nasser 
Sunday told the Jordan Times. . . 

“We are really glad to host the championship here m 
Jordan,” Nasser said adding that Morocco, Tunis, Egypt, 
Lebanon, Syria, Algeria in addition to Jordan were so far 
confirmed. __ 

Nasser said the JSF expected two more countries to reg- 
ister in the event, noting that the Jordanian team is train- 
ing hard with high hopes of getting satisfying results. 

The JSF official said the championship was due to take 
place in Kuwait who declined for technical reasons and 
Jordan took the initiative to host the championship. 

Whil e having their hands full with upcoming activities, 
the JSF is working on building a swimming pool for the 
national team whose members train at their respective 
clubs. 


“The JSF is working on the final touches of having a 
swimming pool for the national team. We are almost fin- 
ished with the plans, and we hope to start building the 

P< He ^plained that the JSF worked hand to acquire a 
niece of land to build the swimming pool and asked the 
prime minister to exempt the companies who are willing 
io support the JSF In building the pool from taxes, he 

“We are still hoping for more support to finish the pro- 
ject." he said. , , _ . , 

Meanwhile, the JSF has completed an International 

Lifeguards Course in which five Jordanian lifeguards 

took" the international certificate . 

“A lifeguard's job is very important and we know that 
most of the lifeguards here are inefficient to accomplish 

a perfect job,” he said. , L , 

“Out of forty participants, five took the international 

certificate in which they passed the course and qualify to 
work anywhere in the world," Nasser said. 

He said the federation plans for more lifeguard courses 
soon, especially in Aqaba. 


Rest — a 
luxury 
players 
can’t afford 


our all." 

Crypto Star, Irish 
Silence, Wild Rush and 
Mr. Energiser completed 
the order of finish in the 


and $2.60 on a $2 beL 
Silver Charm paid $3.00 
and $2.40. Free House 
paid $2.70 to show. 


Gosden lands Epsom Derby 
in father’s memory 

Benny The Dip takes race from Silver Patriarch 


EPSOM, ENGLAND (R) — John Gosden saw his dying 
father just lose out on the chance to train an Epsom Derby 
winner. Three decades later, he finally set the record 
straighr on Saturday. 

‘This one is for my father." Gosden said with feeling after 
Benny The Dip just held on by a fast-shrinking short head 
to land the world's most famous horse race from Silver 
Patriarch. 

Patience finally paid off for the Gosden dynasty that had 
suffered such agonising near misses on English racing’s 
most spectacular stage. 

Towser Gosden trained Charlottown with consummate 
skill as a two-year-old but was forced by ill health to hand 
over to Gordon Smyth when racing fame beckoned for the 
colL 

It was a bitter-sweet moment for Towser Gosden in the 
unsaddling enclosure at Epsom in 1966 when he got to 
savour Charionown’s greatest victory shortly before he 
died. 

John Gosden, recalling the moment that is forever etched 
on his memory, said: “He stood in the winner's enclosure 
and I can see him now. 

“It probably was a very fulfilling moment with a very 
devoid feeling for him so I'd only say to my old man some- 
where up there that we finally got it right." 

Apart from his father’s heartache, John Gosden has 
savoured another trainer’s triumphs and seen victory cruel- 
ly snatched from his own grasp. 

In 1977, he was assistant trainer to Irish maestro Vincent 
O'Brien. That was the year the minstrel won the Epsom 
Derby and Gosden, playing his part, led the colt to the start. 

After a stint training in California, Gosden came back to 
England in 1988 and took out a licence. The Epsom 
Derby kept on haunting him. In 1995, Tamure looked all 


over the winner until being swamped in the dying seconds 
of the race by Lammtana. 

“I am not an over-emotional person. When you think you 
have won the Derby and jl gets snatched off you in the last 
10 yards, you leam to be pretty hard inside," 1 Gosden con- 
fessed. :»■ 

But he finally tasted the fruits of victory when Benny The 
Dip, enterprisingly ridden by Willie Ryan, set sail for home 
up the Epsom straight and just held on to lift the $970,000 
spoils. 

This time the fates were really smiling on Gosden who 
nearly never got to train the colt because owner-breeder 
Landon Knight once wanted to sell Benny The Dip at the 
sales. 

But the Ohio newspaper magnate, confined to a wheel- 
chair since he contracted polio as a child, asked Gosden to 
take a look before the final decision. 

Gosden missed the plane home and although aware 
Benny The Dip would make a lot of money at the sales, the 
trainer made it clear he adored the horse. “Landon asked me 
if I really loved the horse and he said that I could have 
him,” Gosden recalled with evident relief. 

The icing was added to the cake after Benny The Dip's 
last-gasp victory on Saturday. 

Ebullient Italian jockey Frankie Dettori, who has shared 
so many triumphs with Gosden, rushed over, reached up to 
the towering trainer and gave him a huge bear hug of pure 
delight 

Lady luck had smiled at last in one of the cruellest and 
most haphazard of sports. The name Gosden was finally 
written into the record books of the Epsom Derby. 


TREVOUX, France (AP) — 
On the laziest of spring days 
along the River Saone, the 
Italian national team goes 
about its training under a 
bright sun. belying what has 
become the arduous nature of 
their craft. 

League fixtures, domestic 
cup games, international club 
tournaments, World Cup 
qualifiers, continental cham- 
pionships, national team 
exhibitions. 

For the world’s top players, 
the soccer season virtually 
has become a seven-days-a- 
week, 52-weeks-a-year 
grind. 

Most of the league seasons 
have ended in Europe. A few 
weeks off and then its back to 
t rainin g for next season. 

Two weeks later the 
European Champions League 
opens, kicking' off aiseason 
that will start July 13 and end 
364 days later at the World 
Cup final io Paris. ■ 

Doctor Paolo Zeppilli treats 
injuries daily at the Toumoi, 
but knows that complete 
recuperation of one of his 
patients is impossible under 
current circumstances. 

He only has to look back 10 
.years to know what the prob- 
lem is. 

“The difference is impor- 
tant. AL that time the number 
of competitive games stood 
at 40 to 45. Now it is 60 to 65 
with some players exceeding 
that," he said. 

It's the main reason why 
FIFA’s announced plans to 
begin a world club champi- 
onship in 1999 is not enthusi- 
astically embraced. 

It would be held in July 
every two years and addition- 
al burden the schedules of 
many of the best players in 
the world. 


Adjustments a key to Jazz 
victory and to upcoming games 


SALT LAKE CITY (R) — 
The Utah Jazz adjusted and 
the Chicago Bulls didn’t 
Result Utah’s first win of the 
NBA finals. The chess game 
continues in game 4. 

Both sides agreed at prac- 
tice Saturday that the Jazz 
had made only the slightest 
of adjustments in game 3 
Friday night but those small 
changes helped create a very 
big win that cut the Bulls’ 
lead in the best-of-seven 
series to 2-1, with two more 
games in Utah. 

On offence, the Jazz got, 
Karl Malone going early — 
on the way to a game-high 37 
points — by starting him 
away from the basket They 
opened up the floor with a 
motion offence and ran the 
pick and roll better — 
although Michael Jordan 
says his team just forgot how 
to defend against Utah’s 
trademarkplay. 

; Jhe 't^dtion offence was 
the : biggest Surprise to' ttfe ; 
tefiDs. “That was the biggest' : 
adjustment they made, run- 
ning the motion offence," 
said Jordan. “It kind of 
caught us offguard. 

Utah point guard John 
Stockton said of the motion 
offence: “I don't think that it 
became our primary focus. 
We just wanted to get our 
feet moving a little bit" 

The Jazz court general 
added: “I think the ball 
movement was a little bit 
better but more importantly, 
some shots fell." 

And why did the pick and 
roll work better than it had in 
Utah’s two losses in 
Chicago? 

“We have always said that 
if we can get guys in the right 
position on the floor we think 
we can execute,” said Jazz 
coach Jerry Sloan. 

Said Malone: “I think we 
made some minor adjust- 
ments on the pick and roll. It 


might not seem like that 
much to a lot of people but 
when you're two or three 
steps from where you’re sup- 
posed to be at, that right 
there can make a big differ- 
ence.” 

Jordan said the Jazz were 
able to exploit a Bulls' weak- 
ness in Game 3. 

“We didn’t execute our 
defensive strategy well 
against the pick and roll,” he 
said. “They sensed confusion 
between the way we played it 
in Chicago and the way we 
played here and they 
attacked it. Come Sunday we 
have to eliminate that confu- 
sion to be on the same page 
and in sync defensively." 

On defence, Malone said 
the Jazz had helped one 
another more. “A lot of time 
you get locked into trying to 
stop your own guy instead of 
helping out," he said. 

The Jazz also switched 
their guard matchups for- 
Game 3.' Jeff Homacek^ 
Jordan's main defender in the 1 
first two games, guarded 
Scottie Pippen, and swing- 
men Biyon Russell and Chris 
Morris took the majority of 
shifts against Jordan. 

Jordan said the Bulls had- 
n’t taken advantage of the 
matchups with the smaller 
Horaacek enough, and 
Pippen agreed. 

“Prior to the next game 


that'll be one of the focal 
points of our game plan to try .* 
to get me some post-ups," . 
said Pippen, “not just for . 
scoring opportunities but to^4 
make their defence have to 
react, so we can get more ‘ 
effective shots than shooting ' 
three-pointers and living by ■ 
the jump shot.” 

Jordan said the Bulls — 
who tied a Finals record for 
three-point attempts with 32 
— had taken too many long 
shots. 

Stockton felt the Jazz 
learned from the Bulls' 
defensive “clinic" in Game 

-i 

“They were aggressive in 
helping each other. I thought 
we gained something from 
that game, even though it 
was a bearing." 

But Bulls coach Phil 
Jackson didn't think the out- 1 
come was determined by 
strategic X's and O's. “1 : 
think it's all energy," he said 

Asked about intensity, : 
Jordan, going for his fifth 
championship in seven years,^ 
said: “It starts today and* 
works its wav up to game • 
time tomorrow, evaluating 
what you're supposed to do, ■ 
evaluating what your respon- . 
sibi Litres are. evaluating how 
you did last game and how 
you can improve that. 

“That’s what championship 
teams do." 


Amman Baccalaureate School 


SUMMER SCHOOL 

Four weeks 
H. _ bK> 

■K 


Academic Activi 


Biology - Computer 


Creative 


Woodwork - 


Fitness ■ 



Sport Activities; 


-Softball 


U91A3*4: 

9:00 LD. - 3t30 pan. 


For Rent 



Stores and off- 
ices with high 
standards with 
1,650 sq.m, area in 

each floor. 
Located at Abd- 
aii, opposite the 
Ministry of Public 

Works and the 
new Palace of Ju- 
stice. 


Note: ft can be let as a whole, with attractive rent for the large 
areas, Internal partitioning according to request 

Cali at the site or Tel. 665691 or 079-31462 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH CHUR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HJRSCH 
O' MS Tmm Mam Sawn. kic. 


AN INTERESTING COLLECTION 
B«h vulnerable. South deals. 


NORTH 

«K2 

983 

0942 

+ A 10 98 54 
WEST EAST 

* J 98 7 6 

OAJ9762 OIOS 

OJ8 3 v Q 10 7 6 

*76 +K3 

SOUTH 
«AQ53 
<7KQ4 
OAKS 
+ QJ2 


The bidding'. 
SOUTH WEST 

=NT Pm, 

Pam» Pus 


NORTH 

3NT 


EAST 

Pass 


Opening lead: Seven nf <3 
For readers who like bridge-col- 
umn hands, Phillip Alder has culled 

aa^Ueniadcctlon of hands fra m 
5 Z£^£2 UB>a 0,1 Smarter at 

aUe ftjm The Bridge World. 39 W. 

’« Ne S ■? oA ' N Y - 1002-1. 

Stf.95 plus S3 postage and han- 
An extra bonus are two 


like the most is, There's more than 
one way to Hhin a cat.’ But the con- 
cept — and the concept alone — 
may he applied to many bridge 
deals. 

“North is right to respond 3 NT. 
rive clubs is a long way off. The 
responder should just hope that the 
clubs will generate enough tricks 
for three notrump to make. lL is 
true that here five dubs makes eas- 
ily. but three notrump is still the 
percentage action... 

— Three declarers played the con- 
tract The first won trick one with 
toe heart king and immediately 
finessed the club queen. However. 
East won with the king and 

returned his last heart: down two. 

™reie second declarer saw that If 
the club finesse was working, he 
aicUrt need to take it. He led she 
dub queen but put up dummy's ace 
when West played low. The king 
tfadert drop ... the same down two. 

"The third declarer used the Rule 
™ 1J - - . H « kaew there were four 


A 


earda higher than the seven in the 

three hands. After East 


w2Fj£r*' on l* “keoff on'p.G" 
wodehouse, the other of the TV 

~ am “Cft Smart." This deal is 

"Being a founding father or the 
AJurophile Society, the cliche J die* 


other 

played the ten. he could see all of 

them. Therefore. West had several 
heart incks ready io run if East got 
on play. To try to stop this from 
happening. South played his heart 
four at trick one. With the hearts 6- 

2, he could no longer go down. 

“The moral is: Paws (sic! i at trick 
one. 


puaa ' 3t 


CINEMA 


TEL 634 144 \ CINEMA TEL:634144 


CINEMA 


TEL:699238 


CINEMA - 


FOR RENT 

a Ln>t s TI unexperted resid entlal atmosphere. 
2 ith n hS ? tW0 Storey sem i-detached apartment 
entrance. 3 bedrooms, telephone, 
private garden, covered carpark. 

T *1 Rifn 0 n r C o more j" ,orma *i°n call Bilal 

■ 640253 or8i 1 1 92 from 2:00-4:30 p.m. 




TEL: 67 7420 X 



PHILADELPHIA n l" y 

^ PHILADELPHIA "2" J 

^ PLAZA ^ 

V CONCORD 

< 

Diane Keaton, Goldie Hawn 

BALTO 

Antonio Banderas.... in 

COSCORS *1» 

>* . : 

& Bette Midler ... in 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 

TOO MUCH 

Tom Cruise... in 

JERRY MAGUIRE 


THE FIRST 


Shows: 12:30, 3:15. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10'45 

P 

WIVES CLUB 

DANTE’S PEAK 


CONCORD "3» 

O 



101 DALMATIANS 

Michael Jordan...in 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Shows: S:30, 10:30 

Show; 5:00 pjn. only 

SPACEJAM 

H J 

k : A 1 

v J 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


| Wabil & Hi sham's Theatre, 

TEL: 625155 




The actors are 
on annual leave 
The theatre will 
reopen July 2, 1997 
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Aqaba skydiving 
event concludes today 


By Gbalia Alai 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Despite 
weather turbulence, partici- 
pants in the World Skydiv- 
ing Championship in Aqaba 
were able to proceed with 
competitions but failed to 
break the Parachuting Over 
40 Society’s iRO.RS) 
record in group parachut- 
ing, Vice-President of the 
Royal Jordanian Parachute 
Chib (RJPC) Samih Janakat 
Sunday told the Jordan 
Times. 

“We could not manage to 
break the P.O.P.S record in 
group parachuting (which 
reached to 100 people in a 
single jump in Spain in 
1995). But we were able to 
put 54 people together and 
it worked nicely,” said 
Janakat adding that partici- 
pants will today try ro set 
the record for Jordan. 

The championship which 
concludes today, is the first- 
of-its-kind sporting event in 
the Arab World, and was 
organised by RJPC in coop- 
eration with P.O.P.S bring- 
ing together 300 civilian 
■^divers from all over the 


world. 

Janakat explained that 
P.O.P.S, brings together 
members from all over the 
world once every two years 
in different countries 
depending on the country’s 
compliance with the cham- 
pionship’s conditions. 

“Jordan was the ideal 
place for the championship, 
its good weather; blue 
Skies, tourism and history 
made it eligible to host this 
event,” Janakat said. 

In the first three days of 
the championship partici- 
pants performed 

display jumps and on 
June 4 performed single 
free falls, group scramble 
parachuting and group 
parachuting, Janakat added. 

Participants had to per- 
form individual jumps after 
which they were required to 
hit a target with a diameter 
of 15 centimetres, said 
Janakat, adding that each 
participant had five jumps. 
Teams consisting of five 
jumpers performed scram- 
ble parachuting with a dif- 
ferent formations in each 
jump. 

Janakat noted that a Jor- 


danian participant is 
expected to clinch 10th 
place in the “hit and rock” 
competition in which each 
participant had to jump, hit 
a target and run to a chair. 

In another unique compe- 
tition, jumpers who had 
never jumped together 
before, were required to 
perform a group jump 
while changing the forma- 
tion every two seconds. 

’These jumpers were dif- 
ferent in weight and size, a 
fact that added to its diffi- 
culty,” said JanakaL 

Results of all competi- 
tions are scheduled to be 
announced today, he added. 

According to Janakat. the 
championship was an 
unprecedented event in the 
Arab World, adding that a 
military parachuting cham- 
pionship was held in Abu 
Dhabi in 1995. 

The Royal Jordanian 
Parachuting Club was 
established in 1996 for per- 
forming para gliding, para- 
chuting, skydiving, and 
simulated jumping among 
other air sports. 


Women’s Asian Handball Championship 

S. Korea meet China 
for first place today 

Japan third as Uzbekistan score 1st win 


By Roufan Nahhas 
and Kbaled Harb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Asian title- 
holders South Korea Sun- 
day tied China with six 
points each but kept a lead 
on goal difference after... 
beating Japan 36-18 <15-7). 
on the fifth day of the 6th-.i 
_ -^sian Women's Handball 
Championship which con- 
cludes today. 

South Korea will now 
meet China for the first 
place today in a match 
worth watching. Japan fin- 
ished third with four points 
and reserved a berth to play 
in the World Championship 
in Germany in August to 
which the top three Asian 
teams qualify'. 

The experienced South 
Korean team rook control 
of the match from the 
beginning despite the end- 
less trials of the Japanese 
team. 

Depending on the fast 
balls and accurate passes of 
Korea's Jeong Ho and Soon 
Young the Korean team 
secured more goals to 
maintain their reign atop 
— championship. 

On the other hand, the 
Japanese team was hasty in 
passing and missed a lot of 
shots at the Korean goal. 

Korea’s goal keeper Rang 
gave the Japanese team a 
hard time by saving direct 


hits from the Japanese. 

South Korea kept the 
pressure until the last sec- 
ond of the first half and 
ended it 15-7. 

In the second half, the 
Japanese looked more 
active than usual but the 
Korean team played with 
different techniques and 
took control of the fast baHs 
of the Japanese team. 

Japan's Masama, Kami do 
and Sokihara tried their 
best to score more goals but 
the Korean goal keeper 
Rang superbly guarded her 
goal especially after the 
Japanese team pressured 
the Korean defence. 

Korea seemed on their 
way to a clear win with no 
chance whatsoever for their 
opponents to close the gap. 

Korea’s Rang saved five 
direct shots in a row from 
and ended the match 36-18. 

In a later match, Uzbek- 
istan registered their first 
win in "the championship 
after beating Taipei 21-12 


(12-6) in a tough match 
Sunday evening. 

With this result Uzbek- 
istan came in the fourth 
place with two points fol- 
lowed by Taipei in last 
place. 

Held under the patronage 
of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sumayya Bint A1 
Hassan, the competition 
grouped top teams includ- 
ing South Korea, Japan, 
China, Uzbekistan and Chi- 
nese Taipei. Kazakhstan 
declined participation for 
financial reasons. 

While the Kingdom is 
hosting the event, the Jor- 
danian team did not take 
part in the competition. But 
the Jordan Handball Feder- 
ation hoped the event 
would benefit the national 
team who watching experi- 
enced Asian players in the 
competition 

The championship is 
sponsored by the Asian 
Handball Federation. 


Monday China vs. SoofbKorea 


Standings 


6.15 pan. 


Team £ 

io 

L 

GEGA 

E 

S. Korea 3- 

.3 

- 

122 44 

6 

China 3 ■ 

.3 - - ' 

- 

88 .55 

6 

Japan 4 

.-2 

■ 2 

*8 91. 

4 

Uzbek. 4 

. 1 ... 

3 

. 74 . 105 

2 

Taipei 4 

. - - 

4 

46 123 

- 


Majoli gets 
first pot 
of gold 


PARIS (AFP) — Iva 
Majoli’s women’s singles 
triumph at the French Open 
on Saturday netted her 
5654,000, taking her career 
prize money to S2.9 mil- 
lion. 

Runner-up Martina 

Hingis pocketed $327,000 
to take her total earnings 
over the three million 
mark. 

But both Saturday’s final- 
ists will have to stick 
around for a few years yet 
to catch up with the top 
earners in the sport. 

Steffi Graf, a five-times 
winner at Roland Garros, 
became the second woman 
player io break through the 
S20-million barrier after 
her first round win after 
Martina Navratilova. 

Navratilova earned 
$20344,061 on the way to 
winning a record 167 sin- 
gles titles. 

Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario 
of Spain stands third in the 
all-time earnings list with 
SI 1,845,151. 

Majoli’s win meanwhile 
ensured that two players 
won their first ever Grand 
Slam in the same year for 
the first time in 20 years. 
Hingis having won her 
maiden championship at 
the Australian Open in Jan- 
uary. 

In 1978, three players 
claimed their first grand 
slam success. Martina 
Navratilova of the then 
Czechoslovakia won Wim- 
bledon while Australia’s 
Chris O’Neil won on home 
territory and Romania's 
Virginia Ruzici won at 
Roland Garros. 


Hingis can 
put her 
feet up 

PARIS (AFP) — By reach- 
ing Saturday’s women's 
singles final at the French 
Open, Martina Hingis 
already amassed enough 
points to qualify for the 
end-of-season WTA Cham- 
pionships in New York’s 
Madison Square Garden 
from November 17. 

The 16-year-old World 
No.l, who was unbeaten in 
37 matches since the start 
of the season before losing 
to Croatia's Iva Majoli in 
the final, could also lose 
every match she plays for 
the rest of the year and still 
take one of the 16 berths 
for the championships. 


Spectacular Kuerten downs 
Bruguera to take French Open title 


PARIS, JUNE 8 (AFP) — 
Unseeded Gustavo Kuerten 
became the first Brazilian 
ever to win a men's singles 
title at a Grand Slam tour- 
nament here Sunday when 
he defeated twice -champi- 
on Sergi Bruguera of Spain 
6-3, 6-4, 6-2 in a dramatic 
French Open final. 

The 66th-ranked 20-year- 
old South American, play- 
ing in only his third grand 
slam tournament, showed 
no stage fright in front of a 
packed Roland Garros cen- 
tre-court crowd and com- 
pleted his win in lhr 
50mins. 

The 20-year-old Brazil- 
ian. who received the tro- 
phy from former champi- 
ons Bjorn Borg and Guiller- 
mo Vilas, immediately ded- 
icated his victory to his late 
father and his coach Larri 
Passos. 

’‘■He also thanked his fami- 
ly and friends packed in the 
players’ box and the Brazil- 
ian fans in the stands for 
their support. 

“It’s just unbelievable.” 
he said -after his win. “This 
is the happiest day of my 
life.” 

Kuerten, whcr beat the 
1995 champion Thomas 
Muster and defending 
champion Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov on his way to the 
final, is the first unseeded 
player to wi'd the men’s 
crown at Roland Garros 
since Mats Wilander in 
1982. 

His win here means that 
he will jump into the ‘top- 
twenty’ — possibly as high 
as 16th place — when the 
new ATP rankings are pub- 
lished on Monday. 

1997 French Open 
winners 


Men's singles final: 
Gustavo Kuerten (Bra.) bt 
Sergi Bruguera (Spa. x!6) 
6-3, 64, 6-2 
Women’s singles: 

Iva Majoli (Cro. x9) bt 
Martina Hingis (Swi. xl) 6- 
4,6-2 

Men's doubles: 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov 

(Rus.j/Daniel Vacek (Cze 
x4l bt Mark 

Woodf o rde/Tod d Wood- 

bridge (Aus. xl) 7-6 
(14/12), 4-6, 6-3 
Women's doubles: 

Gigi Fernandez 



Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten reacts during his French tennis open final match against 
Sergi Bruguera of Spain at the Roland Garros stadium June 8. Kuerten defeated 
Bruguera 6-3 64 6-2 (Reuters photo) 


(U.S.VNatasha Zvereva 
(Blr. xl) bt Mary’ Joe Fer- 
nandez/Lisa Raymond 
(U.S. x5) 6-2. 6-3 
Mixed doubles: 

Rika Hiraki 

(Jpn.)/Mahesh Bhupathi 
(Ind. xl6) bt Lisa Ray- 
mond/Patrick Galbraith 
(U.S. xl) 64, 6-1 
Junior men’s singles: 
Daniel Eisner (Ger.) bt 
Luis Homa (Per.) 64. 64 
Junior women's singles: 
Justine Henin (Bel.) bt 
Cara Black (Zim.) 4-6. 64, 
64 

Junior men’s doubles: 


Jos De Armas (Ven.)/Luis 
Homa (Per.) bt Amaud Di 
PasquaJe/Julien Jeanpierre 
(Fra.) 6-4. 2-6. 7-5 
Junior women’s 


doubles: 

Cara Black (Zim.Vlrina 
Seljutina (Kaz.) .ht Maja 
M ate vzi c/Katarina Srebot- 
nik (SIo.) 6-0. 5-7. 7-5 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
In Shmeisani 

Very nice location, facing Regency Hotel. Deluxe 
American design. Consists of two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, living room, sitting room, dining room, 
maid room, American kitchen, satellite system, fire 
place, modern furniture, air conditioning and 
central heating. 

For more information please call 
671232 or 079-41299 



SoUMMMUftq’ 

Instructor For a ffealtfi Club 

eSoon efts. CPoiiilslx 

Tel.: 821142 


TO LET IN ABDOUN 

Fully furnished house, 2 bedrooms, 
office room, large sitting and dining 
area, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, terrace, 
veranda and garage. 

Please call Tel. 601795 


Due To Travelling 
Car For Sale 

Norwegian family wishes to sell a Mitsubishi 
Pajero 1988, in excellent condition with full 
options. For JD1 8,000, in cash. 

Tel. 813970 


Rangers, Brewers lose 


KANSAS CITY (R) — 
Chili Davis homer ed from 
both sides of the plate, dri- 
ving in five runs, to lead the 
Kansas City Royals to a 10- 
4 rout of the Texas Rangers. 

In Chicago, Harold 
Baines’s single with one 
out in the bottom of the 

llth inning scored Dave 
VVtinez and lifted the 
v\fote Sox to a 1-0 victory 
over the Baltimore Orioles. 

In New York. David 
Wells pitched eight score- 
less innings and Charlie 
Hayes snapped a scoreless 
tie with a two-out RBI dou- 
ble in the seventh and 
scored on a single by Mark 
Whiten to lead the Yankees 
to a 2-0 victory over the 
Milwaukee Brewers. 

In Toronto, the Blue Jays 
beat the Oakland A’s 3-1. 

In Boston, Bartolo Colon 
survived seven shaky 
Minings to notch his first 
Major-League victory and 
Matt Williams snapped an 
0-for-14 slump with his 
14th homer as the Cleve- 
Indians beat the Red 


Sox 9-5. 

In Detroit, the Tigers 
ended a three-game losing 
streak with a 3-1 win over 
the Seattle Mariners. 

At Minnesota, Brad 
Radke tossed a six-hitter 
for his first complete game 
of the season and five dif- 
ferent hitters had at least 
two hits to pace a 13-hit 
attack as the Twins beat the 
Anaheim angels 6- 1 . 


BADIA BOUTIQUE 

P“ 




Ext at Rainbow st between AJ Safaris Mosque 
and Bant Hamida - JabaJ Amman Tel. 657094 


A new concept in shoppbg 

SAVE UP TO 50% 

and more on ~ 

Womens wear - Maternity wear 
& Childrens wear at a big discount 

on prices ail year through — 


J jloxll col 


Jo. 



Your Dream Garden...is coming true. Tents and 
Garden Accessories In different sizes and colours. 
Light white aluminum frames with PVC covers, and 
its all... .weather proof. Ideal for private gardens, 
terraces and touristic areas. Easily mantled and 
dismantled. Call 660-997 /B 


OurClieni. a leading wur tdmde Haul chain, warns la strengthen Ha customer service group in its local Amman hosed hotel To secure 
!hat customer satisfaction is as the highest level and that budgeted sales targets are achieved, the ,ugana*oH wants to reerutt a 


Job Profile 

The Sales Manager has the responsibility of 
meeting budgeted sales and profit maigins 
by soliciting existing clients as well as 
developing plans to target new potential 
L-usEomm. Hc/She must insure customer 
satisfaction ai all times and conduct market 
analysis in determine customers needs, 
occupancy potential, rates, etc- 


Sales Manager 

Persona] Profile 

The ideal Applicant is service oriented and has 
. A relevant university degree 
, At least 5 years experience m sales 
management, 
i Presentation skills 

i Experience in planning and customer relations 
• Excelleni command of Arabic and English 
i Age between 27 and 35 years 


Employment Conditions 

Our client offers an exciting and 
challenging career in an international 
atmosphere. 

Salary in accordance with the 
position's demands and lhr 
successful applicant's qualifications. 


Written application in Human Resources Division. CONCEPT Av Consultancy.', IRQ. Box 851 568. Amman- 
All applications will he dealt with in strict confidence. Out client niff only he informed ohoul the application 
upon agreement between the applicant and our HR Dtvtsutft. 




JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINERY CO. LTD., 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
TENDER INVITATION FOR BIDDING 
NO. 98/97 LPG CYLINDERS 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd., announces tender invitation 
No. 98/97 for the supply of LPG Cylinders with the following two 
alternatives quantities 200,000 CYL., 300,000 CYL. 

Companies who wish to participate in the above tender are fnvited 
to obtain tender documents before 12:30 hrs from the company's 
head office at the First Circle-Jaba! Amman, against a non- 
refundable JD 140 per set. 

A bid bond equals 5% of the offer amount valid for 120 days should 
be submitted with the offers. 

Commercial and technical offers should be submitted in separate 
sealed envelopes. 

Offers must be submitted at the company's head office not later 
than 12:00 hrs of Sunday 20.7.97 ■ 

Chairman 








Jordan Tunes, Monday, June 9, 1997 $ 


Centre-right Ahern to 


be new Irish premier 


DUBLIN (AFP) — Bertie 
Ahem expected to become 
Ireland’s new prime minister 
heading a centre-right coali- 
tion government backed by a 
handful of independents, 
based on incomplete voting 
results late Sunday. 

Mr. Ahem said moves to 
restore the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) ceasefire would 
be a top priority of his gov- 
ernment and he would seek a 
meeting with Sinn Fein 
leader Gerry Adams this 
week. 

Neither the outgoing cen- 
tre-left coalition nor the 
opposition alliance will have 
the 84-seat majority needed 

to govern but the alliance was 
set to win a larger number of 
seats, allowing them to bro- 
ker a deal with the indepen- 
dents. 

“It is looking as if the 
Fianna Fail/Progressive 
Democrats have a better 
chance of getting a majority.” 
Prime Minister John Bruton 
conceded. 

Mr. Ahem said he was cer- 
tain he would realise his long 
ambition to be premier of this 
country of 3.5 million people. 
'It’s going to be right enough 
but it has been a good result 
for Fianna Fail. I am very 
pleased. We have done 
exceptionally well.” 

Four of the nine indepen- 
dents have strong leanings to 
Fianna Fail which will help 
Mr. Ahem when he starts 
negotiating for support to 
form a “minority" coalition 
govemraent. 

They would be regarded as 


pan of the Hanna Fail “sta- 
ble" with strong sympathy 
for the party’s policies. 

By late afternoon Sunday 
10 of the 166 seats in the par- 
liament had still to be deter- 
mined as counting continued 
in four of the 41 constituen- 
cies. Two involved recounts. 
Final results are expected late 
Sunday. 

Mr. Ahern’s alliance of his 
centre-right Hanna Fail and 
the right-wing Progressive 
Democrats is expected to 
emerge with 81 or 82 seats. 

Mr. Ahem said he looked 

forward to appointing party 
leader predecessor and for- 
mer Premier Albert Reynolds 
as a special envoy for peace 
in Northern Ireland. 

“I think the possibilities of 
moving things forward are 
really tremendous. But it is 
very hard to get anywhere as 
long as there is violence. I 
cannot do an awful lot of 
things I’d like to do unless 
there is peace.” 

The opposition alliance 
have been robbed of an over- 
all majority by the collapse in 
the vote of junior partner, the 
Progressive Democrats. 
Leader Mary Harney only 
just held her seat She had 
been expected to be Ireland’s 
first woman deputy prime 
minister but Mr. Ahem said 
Sunday that the issue had still 
to be discussed. The centre- 
right Fine Gael Patty, led by 
Mr. Bruton, has made strong 
gains but the “Rainbow" 
coalition government is only 
expected to end up with a 
combined vote of about 76 as 


the left-wing Labour Party 
has had heavy losses since its 
1992 record showing. 

Mr. Ahem said a hung par- 
liament did not suit the polit- 
ical system, “but it is what 
the people derided and we 
have to live with that.” 

Ml Ahem, who has served 
as labour and finance minis- 
ter before he took over from 
Mr. Reynolds two years ago. 
is one of the most skilled 
negotiators od the Irish polit- 
ical scene and was central to 
the bargaining when fianna 
Fail was involved in two pre- 
vious coalition governments. 

Caoimhghin O’Caolain, the 
new Sinn Fein (the political 
wing of the IRA) MP who 
caused a sensation when he 
was elected in the first count 
in a constituency on the bor- 
der with northern Ireland, 
would also be expected to 
favour the opposition alliance 
over the Rainbow. 

Mr: Ahem and Mr. B niton 
have already said they would 
not depend on Sinn Fein sup- 
port to form a government in 
the absence of an IRA cease- 
fire. 

“While I won’t go seeking 
the Sinn Fein vote, I wouldn't 
refuse the support of any- 
one.” Mr. Ahem said. 

The 28th Irish parliament 
will reconvene on June 26 to 
elect a new prime minister 
while, the independents pre- 
sent a “shopping list” for 
their own constituencies as 
the price for their support 
over the next five years. 


Barak tightens grip on 
Israel’s Labour Party 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Ehud Barak, a tough 
former army chief who was 
elected chairman of Israel's 
Labour Party last week, 
announced Sunday that be was 
also taking charge of the party’s 
number-two post. 

The man who formerly held 
the number-two job as party 
general secretary, Nissim Zvili, 
handed in his resignation after 
the June 3 internal elections 
which saw Ml Barak easily beat 
three rivals to succeed former 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres as 
chairman of Israel’s main oppo- 
sition group. 


Sunday Mr. Barak said he 
would take over Ml Zvili’s job 
himself for a four-month period, 
after winch he would either 
organise elections for the job as 
had been done in die past or 
appoint an outside “technical 
director’’ to manage the party. 

Ml Barak, who represents 
Labour’s hawkish right-wing, 
won election by presenting him- 
self as the natural heir to slain 
former Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, another ex-army chief, 
and die best placed politician to 
beat Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu at the polls. 

The decision to expand his 


authority in the party came amid 
a campaign by Ml Barak to 
tighten Labour ranks after the 
recent leadership struggle. 

The battle, for chairman 
notably set him against Yossi 
Beilin, a key architect of peace 
negotiations with the 
Palestinians. 

Ml Barak met on Sunday 
with another leading figure from 
the party's left-wing, Haim 
Ramon, who did not run in the 
race for chairman. 

He was scheduled to meet 
with both Ml Peres and Mr 
Beilin on Monday, party offi- 
cials said. 


Indonesia arrests 120 Timor rebels 


J AKAKTA (R) — Indonesian 
security officers have so far 
captured 120 members of the 
separatist guerrilla movement 
in troubled East Timor after a 
recent surge of violence over 
the country’s general election 
period, the official Antnra 
news agency reported Sunday. 

At least 34 people died as a 
result of attacks by separatists 
seeking to disrupt the May 29 
general elections, in which 
Indonesia's ruling Golkar 
Party swept 74 per cent of the 
vote nationwide, police have 


said. 

Antara quoted East Timor 
Police Chief Colonel Jusup 
Muharam as saying Saturday 
that security officers had so 
far arrested 120 separatist 
members following the 
attacks and confiscated guns, 
daggers, spears and amulets 
from diem. 

“Security officers have so 
far arrested 120 members of 
the separatist movement,” 
said Col. Muharam, adding 
that the hunt for the rebels 
continued. 


Antara gave no further 
details. Police were not avail- 
able for comment on the 
report 

In the most serious incident, 
separatists killed 16 police- 
men and a soldier in an 
ambush on May 31 as the 
group returned by truck after 
protecting election booths. 

Another 17 people, includ- 
ing at least four rebels, died 
the day before the election and 
on the polling day, in election- 
related violence, police said. 



victim to Amsterdam^ J I 
summit security 






WHO KILLED THE TWO SOLDIERS? Austrian U.N. troops hold a mourning ceremony at Vienna's 


Hizbollah of carrying out the murders (Photo by AFP 


Storm 
kills 20 in 
central 
China; 8 
missing 


Algeria’s ‘patriot’ legend 
takes his seat in parliament 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Having spent three years up 
in the Bar bar mountains 
tracking down armed 
Islamic groups. Zidane 
Mekhfi has found a new job 
’ — in politics. 

Algerians know Mr. 
Mekhfi best as the 62-year- 
old leader of one of the 
biggest of the government- 
armed local defence units, 
known as “les patriotes” 
(the patriots), to be found 
throughout the North 
African nation. 

He first took up arms dur- 
ing the 1954-62 war for 
independence from France. 
He did it again after an 
Islamic insurgency erupted 
when the military in 1992 
aborted an election that fun- 
damentalists were set to 
win. 

Now, following Thur- 
sday’s legislative elections. 


he is taking a seat in the 
national people's assembly 
as a member of the National 
Democratic Rally (RND). 
the party founded by allies 
of President Liamine 
Zeroual. 

It promises to be a far cry 
from the days not so long 
ago when he dusted off his 
gun and went off after 
extremists hiding in the 
Barbar mountains, 120 kilo- 
metres southwest of 
Algiers. 

It was there that armed 
Islamic groups held a con- 
gress in 1992 under the 
leadership of the man then 
considered their “General 7 ' 
Abdelkader Chebouti, who 
has since died. 

First alone, then with his 
children. Mr. Mekhfi was 
later joined by men of all 
ages and backgrounds to 
combat the groups who 


sought to impose a reign of 
terror in the region. 

“Can you remember,” he 
would say during the elec- 
tion campaign, “those days 
when, every morning, we 
would pick up decapitated 
beads thrown onto the roads 
and streets?” 

“When a wife can see her 

husband go out the door 
certain that he will come 
back, and when a husband 
who goes out can be sure of 
seeing his wife again — on 
that day. our mission will be 
accomplished,’ 7 he said. 

In many parts of Algeria, 
such as the Mitidja farming 
plains that lie behind 
Algiers and where many 
gruesome massacres have 
occurred, “les patriotes” 
favoured the RND, which at 
155 seats was the biggest 
winner in the National 
People’s Assembly vote. 


Today, Mr. Mekhfi’s 
mountain men, armed with 
Kalishnikov assault rifles 
and four-wheel-drive vehi- 
cles, continue their patrols, 
even beyond the mountains. 

His house, in.Bouderbala 
village, is his headquarters, 
and behind the front door 
are some spoils of war — a 
“habhab,” or home made 
mortar used by armed 
Islamic groups, and various 
explosive objects. 

In the living room-cum- 
office hang pictures of 98 
men, from teenagers to old 
men in their 70s. who have 
died in combat against fun- 
damentalism — some 
recently, despite local asser- 
tions that the situation is 
under control. 

“They died with weapons 
in hand” Mr. Mekhfi said, 
“defending their country 
and their honour.” 


Iran to sign chemical 
weapons ban treaty 


BEIJING (R) — A thunder- 
storm in central China killed 
20 people, left right missing, 
destroyed more than 66.000 
buildings and cut the main 
railway line from southern 
Guangdong to Beijing, offi- 
■ rials said Sunday. 

The storm disrupted traffic 
and power supplies in some 
areas of central Hunan 
province and flood waters 
rose to the third storey of 
some buildings in die provin- 
cial capital Changsha. 

At least 20 people had died 
and eight were missing, said 
an official of die Flood 
Control Headquarters in 
Changsha. 

More than 66.000 build- 
ings in Changsha and sur- 
rounding counties had col- 
lapsed in the storm, which 
raged over die province for 
10 hours Friday njgbt and 
Saturday morning, dumping 
up to 297 millim etre of rain 
in some places, he said. 

The main trunk line for 
trains running north from 
Guangdong province to the 
capital Beijing, was cut for 
six hours in Jingguang coun- 
ty, but traffic resumed at 
about midday Saturday, he 
said. Losses from the stor m 
were estimated at \3 billion 
yuan, he said. 

Meteorologists said more 
heavy rain was expected in 
Changsha in the next two 
days. Hoods, typhoons and 
fierce storms devastate large 
swathes of China nearly 
every summer, often causing 
hundreds of deaths and dam- 
aging vital crops. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
Iranian parliament Sunday 
gave foe go-ahead to foe 
government to join an inter- 
national convention h armin g 
the production and use of 
chemical weapons. 

The measure had already 
been approved by foe assem- 
bly's defence co mmi ttee. 

Several deputies in foe 
270-member assembly 
opposed foe government 
proposal to join the conven- 
tion on the grounds that it 
weakened Iran’s position 
against “aggressive and hos- 
tile" countries in the region. 

But most argued that pro- 
duction of weapons of mass 


destruction was against 
“Islamic and human values” 
and warned that not signing 
foe convention could harm 
Iran’s international image. 

The decision to ban chem- 
ical weapons is expected to 
be taken in February 1998 in 
Paris, and it will pave the 
way for foe destruction of 
existing stocks of such 
weapons and international 
inspections. 

Tehran is repeatedly 
accused by Israel and the 
United States of seeking to 
build weapons of mass 
destruction, charges flatly 
denied by Iran, which itself 
was a victim of chemical 


Israel’s top rabbis reaffirm 
ban on prayer at A1 Aqsa 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel’s two chief rabbis 
reaffirmed on Sunday the 
religious ban on Jews pray- 
ing ar foe AJ Aqsa Mosque 
compound, site of the for- 
mer Jewish temple 
destroyed by the Romans 
nearly 2,000 years ago. 

“Jewish tradition pro- 
hibits us from praying at 
this site and nothing justi- 
fies calling this prohibition 
into question,” said Rabbi 
Eliahu Bakshi Doron, chief 
of Israel’s Sephardic com- 
munity of Jews of north 
African and Asian descent. 

“The best way to show 
respect for this site is to not 
go there,” said Rabbi Doron 


in remarks approved by 
Chief Rabbi Israel Lau of 
foe Ashkenazi community 
of European Jews. The two 
clerics were inaugurating a 
new headquarters for the 
chief rabbinate in 
Jerusalem. 

Ancient tradition bars 
Jews from visiting foe AI 
Aqsa Mosque compound 
which also holds the Dome 
of the Rock, for fear they 
may inadvertently come 
upon the “holy of holies” — 
the spot which was once foe 
inner sanctum of the tem- 
ple. 

Entry to foe holy of holies 
was restricted to foe tem- 
ple's high priest and contact 


with the site would be a pro- 
fanation if not preceded by 
complex purification proce- 
dures. 

The exact location of the 
holy of holies was lost after 
foe Romans destroyed the 
temple in 70 AD. 

Despite foe rabbinical rul- 
ing, Jewish extremists regu- 
larly attempt to enter the Al 
Aqsa compound to pray. 

The most extreme groups 
dream of destroying Al- 
Aqsa and foe Dome of the 
Rock, foe third holiest site 
in Islam after Mecca and 
Medina in Saudi Arabia, to 
rebuild the temple. 


Pro-China figure outraged by 
‘doomsday’ Hong Kong reports 


HONGKONG (AFP)— A 
prominent pro -China figure 
here Sunday attacked Hong 
Kong Democrats and foe 
foreign news media for 
spreading what he called a 
“doomsday prophecy” ab- 
out foe territory's July 1 
return to Chinese rule. 

People outside Hong 
Kong were ignorant of foe 
situation in foe lead-up to 
the handover and were 
inclined to believe negative 
reports and be cynical about 
foe future under Chin es 
sovereignty, said Tsang 
Yok-Sing. leader of foe 
Democratic Alliance for foe 
Betterment of Hong Kong. 

Foreign journalists sought 
comment from him only to 
get “views from foe other 
side” when reporting the 
dire warnings of foe pro- 
democracy lobby and told 
him lo keep his comments 
short and simple so their 
audiences could understand, 
Mr. Tsang told government 
radio RTHK. 

He said he would then 
spend two hours explaining 
the handover in detail, but 
whether the journalists 


believed him or not they 
still carried negative 
reports. 

“It is so much easier to tell 
the foreign audience foe 
stereotyped story,” he said, 
singling out reports on the 
territory's future legislature 
and planned restrictions on 
civil liberties. 

Ml Tsang is a member of 
the China-appointed Pro- 
visional Legislature, which 
is already passing laws and 
will replace the current 
elected Legislative Council 
on July I. 

One of the laws being 
considered by the incoming 
body would impose con- 
trols on political parties and 
restrictions on public 
demonstrations. 

“Some local politicians 
seem to have made it their 
business to convince for- 
eign governments, politi- 
cians and journalists that 
there will be no democracy, 
no rule of law, no indepen- 
dent judiciary in Hong 
Kong after foe transfer of 
government,” Ml Tsang 
said, adding that foreign 
media reports meant many 


overseas already believed 

this . 


“Their doomsday prophe- 
cy is hardly necessary. 
People who listen to their 
ill-tidings do not need their 
warning to feel cynical 
about Hong Kong's fate.” 

Ml Tsang’s comments 
followed an editorial in the 
official China Daily Thur- 
sday accusing British and 
U.S. media of misleading 
their overseas audiences 
with deliberately negative 
and distorted coverage of 
the handover. 

Opinion polls and sky- 
rocketing property prices in 
Hong Kong indicate a high 
level of confidence in the 
territory s future under 
phinese rule, a commentary 
in the official China Daily 
said. J 


But doom and gloom is 
foe Hong Kong story line 
filed _ by British and 
American journalists ” it 
said. 


One begins to wonder 
about the credibility of the 
Western media. What is 
their job? To inform or mis- 
inform foe general public?” 


AMSTERDAM (R) - 
Amsterdam's call girls say 
they are being discriminat. 
ed against by tight security 
surrounding the forthca ru- 
ing meeting of European 
Union leaders in foe Dutch 
capital, ANP news agency 
said on Saturday. The 
police have introduced 
strict controls on who wfl] 
be allowed into the city’^ 
hotels, where hundreds of 
politicians and officials will 
be staying for the summit 

on June 16 and 17, Entry 
passes have been issued to 
caterers and other delivery, 
firms, but escort agencies 
have been refused. “Our 
work must continue. If a 
client in one these hotels 
wants our services, a girf 
must be allowed to visit," 
ANP quoted the owner of 
one agency. Club Non Stop, 
as saying. 


Arnold out 
of hospital markets 
new Batman film 


attacks by Iraq during their 
1980-1988 war. 

Iranian President Akbar 
Hasberai Rafsanjani said 
Saturday that his country 
“hates nuclear and chemical 
weapons.” 

“Such weapons have 
always been deployed by 
anti-religion and anti-human 
countries which do every- 
thing for their illegitimate 
ends,” he said, without nark- 
ing any country. 

“We are a formidable mili- 
tary force against any mili- 
tary aggression, but do not 
intend to attack any coun- 
try,” the president added. 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Hollywood muscle-man 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
didn’t lose much time mov- 
ing from foe operating 
room to foe talk show cir- 
cuit to promote his latest 
movie, “Batman and 
Robin.” The 49-year-old 
star of ‘True lies” under- 
went surgery in April to 
correct a congenital bean 
valve condition. The audit 
ence on a recent Oprah 
Winfrey show wanted to 
find out whether foe forma: 
body builder, was outfit 
with a synthetic heart valver 
or one from a pig. “I'm not 
going to say which valve’I 
chose,” Schw-urzenegger 
told Oprah, “but now evety 
time I see bacon. I start cry- 
ing.” 


French youths 
print banknotes 
on home computer 


STRASBOURG (R) - 
French police said on 
Sunday they had broken up 
a youthful ring of counter- 
feiters, comprised of seven 
high school students print- 
ing 100-franc and 200- 
franc bank notes on a home 
computer. “The 100-franc 
note was particularly suc- 
cessful” Gendarmerie 
Captain Michel Balland in 
Thann, eastern France, told 
Reuters. Police said their 
counterfeiting had begun as 
a game. The students, from 
well-off families and with 
clearly advanced computer 
skills, scanned bank n<*s 
into their computer’s miR- 
ory. touched them up and 
then printed out foe result 
on a high-quality lasff 
printer. In all they sold 
some 15 bank notes at 20 
francs each until suspi- 
cious local merchants 
brought the bills to the 
attention of police, who 
tracked down foe youths 
and brought them in for 
questioning. 


Israeli woman 
appeals to court 
for ‘basic right 
of prostitution’ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli woman has apper 
to the supreme court 
permission to practice p' 
titution in her own h4l 
the Maariv. newsps 
reported Sunday. The 
year-old woman, who ft 
charges for providing se 
al favours in her Tel A 
apartment, insisted " 
right to practice prostitui 
is known and protected j 
fundamental right under 
freedom of trade law.” 
our state so different ft 
other countries, wb 
prostitution is organ! 
and allowed in ap 
mems?” the unidentif 
woman told the newspaj 
If the “basic right of pro 
tation” is taken away, 
woman said, more won 
who practice foe trade * 
bo pushed into doing b» 
ness with pimps who r! 
take advantage of them. 



